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Wauerever we find gardens we also hear song and laughter; 
we find happiness and a true, enduring expression of the arts. 

And can anyone explain why men and women in troublous 
times seek out the quietude of a garden, where their fears can 
be soothed by the music of Canterbury-bells tinkling to the 
velvety metronome of the rose swaying in the breeze? I cannot. 

The smiling face of a simple pansy has made me smile, too; 
and I have known my darkest hours to be brightened by the 
star-like radiance of jonquils standing beside a brook. There 
have been times when my prejudices vanished before the 
stately purity of Regal Lilies, making me ashamed; and why 
the blue of the cornflower fills my emptied cup with vigorous 
courage, I can’t explain. 

Such things are of the Soul. They are mysteries too beautiful 
to analyze. The desire we all receive, sooner or later, to wade 
thru a field of wild daisies in the sun and catch them between 
our toes is an impulse that the sages of all ages cannot clarify. 

I often think that if the warlords of our present day would 
only gaze long into the heart of a white rose, we would never 
again cringe under the sounds of battle. 


x**w* 


It Is Nor So Mucu the garden as it is the spirit of that 
garden; and there are so many different kinds of gardens. Yet, 
each separate and individual garden has its own history that 
to the designer exemplifies the best-loved element in his life. 
In most gardens, if the truth were known, is the culmination of 
the makers’ ideals. 

Some day I shall make my garden into the garden of my 
dreams. In this garden the world that passes beyond the wall 
or the hedge is unnoticed, unheard—because the garden is a 
natural retreat, and the softness of blending color crowds 
out all foreign interest. 

The garden of my dreams, when it materializes, is going 
to have my whole-hearted permission to dance about and rip 
and race and roam, like a healthy child on its first unbridled 
vacation with his country cousins! 

First, I will plant it. Of course, I will tend it. Outside of that, 
it can be its own master. Those flowers that wish to crowd up 
around my doorway, like playful puppies waiting for their 
breakfast, may do so. I will not shoo them away. And I want 
to see tall hollyhocks guarding my white-washed fence, because 
I like to watch them nod when the bumblebee enters the blos- 
soms thatare their castles. The iris, that remind me so much of 
decorated soldiers standing erect in parade formation, shall 
march their columns to and fro as they so wish. 

My windows shall be flung open wide, and the perfumes 
and fragrances of my flowers can drift in and out. I will keep 
a tryst with the hyacinth, and when its rare sweetness lifts on 
the wings of springtime, I will go out and greet it. It will 
never fail me—why should I fail it? 


xk 


But Nor For Mysetr alone will I plant this garden. I 
will want it especially for the enjoyment of the friends I 
may have made along the pathway of my life. In the shelter 
of my garden my friends will tell me about themselves. They 
will tell me things that ordinarily they would withhold—for 
a garden always invites and assures confidences. 

If my life has been a success I shall roam about my garden 
with a great deal of pride and satisfaction. If it has been a 
failure, then I know my garden will afford me a retreat. 

But it makes no difference—I am going to have that garden! 
I am going to have it because of the joys it must give. ... In 
the rankest of our cities’ slums I have seen humanity, so hard- 
bitten by failure and dissapointment and sorrow as to bear the 
appearance of monstrous beings, smile down upon a window- 
box—wherein smiled the uplifted pure face of a flower... . 

Christ, the greatest of Nature-Lovers, retired into the Garden of 
Gethsemane to pray. It was His most 
tragic hour—yet it was the hour of His ° 


triumph. The tranquility of a garden As Sew) 


stood as a symbol then; it still does now. 








Have unfailing comfort 
and savings 


with Balsam-Wool 
LIFETIME 
INSULATION! 








ON THE THRESHOLD of 
happy married life in their new 
home, the Smiths chose the insula- 
tion of lasting efficiency—the kind 
that assures unfailing comfort and 
fuel savings. It’s Balsam-Wool, of 
course—the lifetime insulation! 





THE YEARS GO ON—but 
Balsam-Wool stays proof against 
all the enemies of insulation effi- 
ciency. It is sealed against moisture 
—non-settling —windproof—high- 
ly fire-resistant—protected from rot 
and termites. And today costs 50% 
less to apply! 





GENERATIONS OF SATIS- 
FACTION will be yours with 
Balsam-Wool, in new construction or 
in your present home. Balsam-Wool 
Attic Insulation for existing homes 
costs amazingly little—is quickly 
applied—and carries a money-back 
guarantee. Mail the coupon today! 


Baleam || Wool 


THE LIFETIME INSULATION 









WOOD CONVERSION COMPANY 
Room 112-3, First National Bank Bldg. 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Gentlemen: 
Please send me further information on Balsam- 
Wool for ew Construction 
My present home 








TATTLE TALES 


The Picture on the Cover: This home of the 
Dr. Willard McEwens, Better Homes & Gardens readers 
of Kenilworth, Illinois, an interesting contrast to the 
growing popularity of all-white homes, is, in itself, an 
excellent example of the possibilities of contrast— 
white against brown. 

The white brick walls of the first story gain bril- 
liance thru the use of a rich brown stain on the shut- 
ters and the siding above, while the windows in the 
second story, again in white, sparkle against the 
background of solid color. 

Little Irma Lee Petru, who’d just been visiting the 
McEwens when our color photographer happened 
along, will be very pleased if you’ll address her canine 
companion by his full name—Comar Peter Pan. For, 
you see, he’s quite proud of his ancestry and his 
national Cocker championship. 


Thanks to You: This March issue of your maga- 
zine is going into more homes than has any other 
issue in the history of the magazine. Our presses had 
to roll out more than two million copies. 

Naturally we’re pleased—and grateful. We’re 
grateful for your prompt subscription renewals . . . for 
sending subscriptions for your neighbors and friends 
. .. for saying a good word about us to others. . . for 
all your help in the amazing growth and success 
that has been Better Homes & Gardens’ since its start 
from zero 16 years ago. We appreciate your approval 
of a magazine dedicated wholeheartedly to the serv- 
ice of home-minded families. 

So to all of you, a most sincere “thank you””—and 
with it our promise to make your magazine more in- 
teresting and useful in every way. 


To New Subscribers: Because of the avalanche 
of new subscriptions that swamped us during January 
and the early part of February, the supply of Febru- 
ary copies was exhausted early. We were forced, 
therefore, to start many new subscriptions received 
during this period with the March issue. 
Circulation Manager Lester Mugge sends his thanks 
for your patience, begs that you bear with us, and 
wants you to be assured that naturally you'll receive 
the full number of issues for which you’ve paid. 


Peetry Contest: It may or may not be news to 
our verse fans and composers that any American 
poet is eligible to enter the National Poetry Contest 
to select the official poem for the New York World’s 
Fair, but entry blanks may be obtained from The 
Academy of American Poets, 435 East 52nd Street, New 
York City. You have only until March 15 to enter. 


Your Hebby: Employers and vocational-guidance 
people pretty well agree that about three quarters of 
us who are classified as “gainfully employed”’ aren’t 
in jobs for which we’re best fitted or which we greatly 
enjoy. They say we never can be; for most people, if 
given their choice, would be travelers, adventurers, or 
in careers in the arts. 

Often this “‘alter ego” can be satisfied in a hobby; 
occasionally a hobby leads the individual into his 
proper niche, and the avocation becomes his vocation. 

Do you know how to select a hobby that fills in the 
greatest blank in your life—or fulfills your greatest 
secret desire? 


In THIs CONNECTION two ancient suggestions—‘‘ Know 
thyself” and “Work out your own salvation’’—are as 
timely as today’s newspaper. They’re the crux of an 
article by Ray Giles, ““Hobby Culture,” page 20. 

His stories of real people who’re building unique 
lives thru their hobbies prove that most of us can 
choose our pastimes more constructively than we do. 
And while no article can hope to prescribe the best 
individual hobbies for individual readers, you’ll find 
between these lines rich hints on getting much more 
from your own spare time. Anyway, half the fun of 
Hobby Culture is in finding—all by yourself—the 
hobby that suits you best! 





You’ll want to read the article 
on page 20, for even tho you’rc 
fitted to and satisfied perfectly 
with your job, there’s no reason 
you can’t find good, healthy rec- 
reation in a hobby. 


Leve Life: If you think you 

know all about romance and 
makin’ love, just wait *til you’ve read Ellsworth 
Jaeger’s sparkling exposé of “The Wedding March on 
Nature’s Trails,” in next month’s issue. It tells how a lot 
of little creatures go a-courtin’ in your garden. 


Rebin Debunker: Paul Griswold Howes, who’s 
responsible for the candid word sketch of Robin Red- 
breast on page 52, is curator of The Bruce Museum 
at Greenwich, Connecticut, in which state, inciden- 
tally, he was born (Stamford), and still lives (Noroton). 

In fact, since 1900, when he started his own nat- 
ural-history museum at 
Stamford, he has either 
been connected with 
some museum or has 
been beating the bushes 
in some far corner of 
the globe on one explor- 
ing foray or another. 

One of his first was 
the Columbian Expedi- 
tion of the American 
Museum of Natural 
History, under Dr. 
Frank M. Chapman, 
which crossed the Andes twice and brought back over 
3,000 birds and animals. Then it was just one zoologi- 
cal or geological expedition after another, even after 
he supposedly settled down with Bruce. 





Paul Howes, 
curator, writer, explorer 


He’s rue autuor of three books and some 250 pub- 
lished articles and papers on natural history, explora- 
tion, and the sciences. 

Curator Howes likes also to dab around with water- 
color illustrating, color photography, and wax-model- 
ing, but his favorite hobbies are cruising, and—like 
the proverbial postman and his day-off walk—ex- 
ploring! 

We hope, incidentally, that Mr. Howes’ exposé 
of the robin’s true nature won’t be painful to in- 
veterate robin fans. Even without their traditional 
glamour, they’re nice birds to have around. Is there 
a robin house in your garden? 


Speaking of the New York Fair: Sterling 
Patterson says it’s a miracle—the feat of turning a con- 
glomeration of swamp and ash heap into a fairyland 
of gardens on parade. So don’t miss “‘Miracle of the 
Marshes” in next month’s Better Homes & Gardens. 
It’s a complete preview of the Fair and its gardened 
beauty. 


Purely Personal: The personals department of 
this column has been pitifully neglected, for since last 
chronicling, Editor McDonough, Assistant Editor 
Walter Adams, Assistant Art Director Bert Dieter, 
and Artist Dick Ramsell all have announced Blessed 
Events—every one a boy! And Art Director Hainline 
and the aforementioned Dieter, among many others 
thruout the organization, have built new homes. . . . 
All of which gives us the opening to observe that con- 
sistency begins at home. . . . General Manager Mere- 
dith still has left a good tone of his last summer’s tan. 
( The office detective is sure he has a sun lamp at home.) . . . 
Vice-President Corbin has remodeled and refurnished 
his home. . . . The 1938 figure of 40 set a new high 
for weddings in the Meredith organization. 


The Sand in the Spinaeh: But back to the poets 

. . we’re hearing from them, and the word-and- 
sentence jinglers, and the poetry fans—a-plenty! And 
so is the satirical gentleman from Virginia who sug- 
gested by inference a few months ago, via our Back 
Talk columns, that verse-writing is, to use the very 
colloquial—spinach! Altho the diatribes from irate 
poetry lovers are more explosive, those who concur in 
the thesis that verse-writing and china-painting both 
wear petticoats and trip on the same hoop skirt are 
just as numerous. As referee, we’re enjoying the battle 
from the safety of an editor’s desk. Let the quips fall 
where they may. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 
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The Architect 


There: is no truer poet than 


The architect; each visioned plan 
He forms in symmetry as fine 

As any metrical design 

The poet uses; with skilled care 
The architect contrives to pair 
Sunlight and shadow in a scheme 
That accents every cadenced beam 
And cornice; he does not forget 
Demands of usefulness, and yet 
He somehow builds a lyric tone 


Into each syllable of stone. 


—Ida Marian Breed 


Home of H. M. Shackelford, New Canaan, Conn. 














LIGHTING 





HOW MUCH do you know about light- 
ing your home? This man from the G-E 
Lighting Research Laboratories could 
tell you all about it. Compare your an- 
swers to the following questions with 
his accurate answers given below. 


QUESTIONS 
1 The best light for reading is provided by 


L a dozen wax candles 

(] an IES Better Sight Lamp 

_} the shade of a tree in summer 

2 Check three places where a too-watt 
lamp should be used in a home 


Cj Clothes press [ Garage 
L Reading lamr CJ Wall brackets 
L) Han C] Laundry 


3 A 100-watt MAZDA lamp made by 
G-E costs... 


CL) 75¢ wé 60¢ 
}-35¢ L)} 20¢ 
C) ase LJ $1 
4 Edison MAZDA lamps get brighter 
every year. 
C] True C) False 


5 What does Light-Conditioning mean? 


CJ A form of mild physical exercise 

CJ Enough light in enough places for easy 
seeing 

C] A method of treating light waves 


ANSWERS 


1 The shade of a tree in summer. How- 
ever, an IES lamp is the best indoor read- 
ing lamp science has produced. Its light is 
ample, well diffused, and free from glare. 


2 Reading lamp, garage, laundry. 
3 Only 15¢ 


4 True. By actual test, Edison MAZDA 
lamps give more light this year than a 
year ago. 


5 Enough light in enough places for easy 
seeing. You can start by asking your deal- 
er for a “Light-Conditioning Package” of 
Edison MAZDA lamps in the sizes you need 
to make seeing easier. 





1350 Weth és 3 20¢ 


100-200-300 watt 
MAZDA three- 
lite lamp... , 
75, 60, 40, 25 
WE viedcadd 
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They stay brighter longer! 
GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 









By Harry R. O’Brien 


Mar / It never fails. Every time 

* “ I get ready to work out- 
doors, Maggie shows up to inform 
me that the ashes need to be taken 
out of the basement. So that’s the 
kind of garden work I did this bright 
spring afternoon. Then she reminded 
me that we needed more kindling 
for fireplace use. I split some. By this 
time I was so tired I came back in- 
doors and did garden work by set- 
ting down a list of things I ought to 
do this month, to wit and viz: 

Give shrubs a dormant spray of 
miscible oil, for I see scale. Do what 
pruning is indicated at this time. 
Pick up bones and sticks that your 
dog and mine have scattered over 
the lawn. Uncover roses. Get off 
spring orders. Patch up lawn. (And 
brother, why is it that moles always 
pick the front lawn for their playful 
procedures?) Get electric hotbed 
going. 

Tonight the Northern Garden 
Club was meeting. The program was 
a series of short talks on soil and 
plant food. This sounded interesting, 
so Maggie and I went down. Friend 
Lindeman led off by talking on 
dahlias. First, he told what a won- 
derful flower the dahlia is, what fun 
to grow, what fascination, the great- 
est flower in the garden. 

And while he talked I couldn’t 
help watching the face of Doctor 
Stout. There was the most peculiar 
expression thereon. For Doctor Stout 
is our best rose fan hereabouts and 
the idea that anyone should prefer 
dahlias to roses was something he 
couldn’t figure out. 

Lindeman next stressed the im- 
portance of proper preparation of 
ground, proper planting, correct 
feeding. Then I learned that, like all 
dahlia fans, he has a complicated 
feeding system all his own that in- 








‘*... L was there in a drizzle of 
rain before the doors opened”’ 


cludes a mixture of raw bonemeal, 
sheep manure, and muriate of pot- 
ash or else unbleached wood ashes 
instead of the potash. He gives the 
first feeding a week or so before 
planting or else around the individ- 
ual plant at the first cultivation. 
About August 1 he gives them a sec- 
ond feeding, taking care not to get 
any closer than 6 inches to the plant. 

Well sir, next speaker was Lucas, 
who told how he grows the fine an- 


REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF 





**I uncover my roses early—be- 
fore they grow under the mulch” 


nuals with which he wins the prizes 
at our community flower show in the 
fall. But he told us that he doesnt 
bother to mix his own plant food and 
doesn’t use bonemeal because it is 
slow-acting and of little value. He 
uses, instead, a complete, balanced, 
commercial plant food. 

So the debate was on, pro and 
con, among the members, with the 
men doing most of the talking. ’'m 
inclined to believe that had a deci- 
sion been rendered, the people who 
use a balanced plant food would 
have won. Anyhow, that’s how I’d 
have voted. But I’m prejudiced. 
That’s the way I do it. 

Weiss told how he made that new 
lawn of his that did so well the first 
year. He worked plant food into the 
soil, along with peatmoss, before he 
sowed the grass seed. 


Mat 3 Downtown to a meeting 
X of entomologists to learn 


what’s new in the insect world; heard 
Doctor Graham, of the University of 
Michigan, talk about birch borers. 
He said that the only way to keep a 
birch alive in spite of borers is to 
give it all the care possible—to wa- 
ter, feed, cultivate, and mulch. Oth- 
erwise, it’s foolish even to plant a 
birch, for the borers are sure to get it. 


Out to our ravine this 
Mat. 8 bright afternoon to split 


up a few more sticks of fireplace 
wood. But Donald had brought the 
camera along and the main busi- 
ness, seems like, turned out to be 
taking pictures. He caught me un- 
awares with one of those candid- 
camera shots, down on my knees, 
scraping away leaves to see if I could 
find signs of bloodroot coming up. 


Spring vacation ap- 
Mat. [5 proaches. I left Ger. 
trude, the office secretary, to put 
final exam questions on the board 
for my big class, and I’m off ahead 
of time, on my travels. Which is why 
I awoke in the Baron Steuben Hotel, 
in Corning, New York, this morning. 

My business here was to be on the 
garden program of the Corning 
Women’s Club this afternoon. But 
this morning I hurried out to the 
glass works, where in the fabrics 
division I saw how the glass wool is 
made that has been found in ex- 
perimental work at Cornell Uni- 
versity to be an ideal winter mulch 


of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


Caricatures by Tom Carlisle 


for the garden. I saw pictures of it 
being used to cover rock gardens, 
perennial beds, seedframes, and to 
wrap up boxwood. 


Once again I’m in the 
Mat. / 6 quaint old village of 


Nieuw Amsterdam on Manhattan 
Island and sojourning at the Com- 
modore wigwam. My reason for 
stopping at the Commodore is sim- 
ple. It’s just around the corner from 
where the New York Flower Show 
is in actual progress. 

So, needless to say, I was there in a 
drizzle of rain just before the doors 
opened. I pushed in, along with 
*steen thousands of others who were 
pouring in, too, madly, eager lest 
they miss something. I can’t here 
describe the show itself, but you can 
just bet that I spent a lot of time at 
the commercial booths, where I 
picked up all sorts. of information 
about plant foods and new varieties 
of annuals and spring bulbs and 
about new tools and new books. Best 
of all, I met old friends. 

There was young Mr. De La 
Mare, who publishes garden books. 
And Alfred Putz, who writes garden 
books, was smiling from the Dreer 
Company booth. And I ran across 
Dorothy Biddle, who edits Garden 
Digest. She introduced me to Mrs. 
William Crocker, president of the 
Federated Garden Clubs of New 
York State. I inquired for David 
Burpee, but found he had just left 
to go on to the Boston show. I spent 
a lot of time, too, going over the 
various garden-club exhibits. which 
seemed more interesting than ever. 

I talked quite a while with Mr. 
and Mrs. Alexander, from up on 
Cape Cod. He grows dahlias and 
glads and is working to create new 
varieties of Japanese Iris which some 
day he hopes to introduce. And I 
talked with Gordon Dunthorne, who 
had on exhibit a great collection of 
old flower and garden prints. And 
there stood Victor Ries from back 
home, who was taking color photos 
of exhibits. Along came Dr. Louis 
Massey, from Cornell University, 
the identical Massey who devised 
the dust I use on my roses. And so on. 


Home from my travels. 
Mat. 19 Maggie and the boys 


met me with the car. And brother, 
it’s spring. Indeed, [ Turn to page 7: 





**... ‘Well, Daddy, we’re wait- 
ing for you to explode’ ”’ 
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“Let it snow—let it blow, our home 
is ‘Window Conditioned.’ That means 
we have Double-Glass Insulation ... 
two panes of glass instead of one, in 
every window. 

“We moved into this house the first 
of last February—figured the winter 
was just about over and we'd wait 
until fall to ‘Window Condition’ the 
house. 

“Well sir, we soon found out dif- 
ferently. I caught a cold right at this 
window—missed a couple of days at 
the office. Mother complained about 
the house being cold and drafty. That 
was enough. I called the lumber com- 
pany. They measured the windows, 
asked a couple of questions, said ‘sign 
here’, and in a few days we had com- 
fort ...and ‘Window Conditioning.’” 


LIBBEY-OWENS- FORD 
QUALITY GLASS 


LOOK FOR THE LABEL 


Many people find their fuel savings 
of 30% will pay for “Window Condi- 
tioning” in less than two winters. You 
ean purchase it through your lumber 
dealer and finance it under F. H. A. 
with no down payment. If you have 
metal sash, the manufacturer’s rcp- 
resentative will gladly show you how 
“Window Conditioning” may be ap- 
plied. 

And since you will be looking 
through two panes of glass instead of 
one, the quality of the glass you use 
is doubly important. L°O-F Window 
Glass is noted for its greater freedom 
from waviness and distortion. These 
advantages cost you no more. Make 
sure that each light bears the L*O°F 
label. Mail the coupon today for at- 
tractive free booklet. 
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HOW “WINDOW CONDITIONING” WORKS 

@ With ordinary single-glazed windows 
the cold outside air chills the single light 
of glass to nearly its own temperature... 
Inside warm, humid air is chilled when 
it comes in contact with this cold glass, 
moisture in the air condenses as fog or 
frost on the glass. The chilled air drops 
to the floor and causes drafts and lowers 
room temperatures. 

The diagram at left shows a double win- 
dow with its wall of insulating air between 
the two panes of glass. This captive air 
keeps the inner glass much nearer room 
temperature, and retards heat loss 
through the glass, reduces drafts, fogged 
windows, and the drying out of the health- 
ful moisture in the air. 
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I In conference, you see new bird decoys, little weather-re- 
sistant fellows of durable composition, to lure the birds to your 
feeding station or bird-bath. They’re of true size and form, 
painted from life, and have galvanized wire feet to be tacked or 
screwed into place. Top, to right: purple finch, goldfinch, tree 
sparrow, chickadee, junco, and the nuthatch in the bowl. [ Fac- 
similie birds, $3 ea., postpaid. Winthrop Packard, Canton, Mass. ] 


2 To hang a plate as wall decoration, this simple device costs 
a dime, is of flexible wire that shapes to plate contour, has a wall 
eyelet, and holds the plate at four points without marring it. A 
center spring takes up wire tension and thus the hanger fits a 
7- to 11-inch plate. For 25c, you may have a hanger, to order, 
for a platter or a plaque. [ Terry’s plate hanger, in shops or pre- 
paid, 10c. C. W. Terry, Box 2504, Tulsa, Okla. P* 

The plate shown hung is Spode’s Gainsbcrough pattern. A 
10-inch size costs about $2 a plate in the stores. P Copeland 
& Thompson, Inc., 206 Fifth Ave., New York City ] 


3 This new model of a well-known carpet sweeper has press- 
to-empty feature. To empty the dust pans, just grasp the bail with 
one hand and give the sweeper a quick, snappy little pressure 
with the other palm, right over the dot marked on the sweeper 
case. Do you notice, also, in the photograph that the bail is 
rubber covered? Kind to furniture! [ Flight, about $6.95. Bis- 
sell Carpet Sweeper Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. ] 


A Like to read in bed? This back rest offers comfortable yet 
firm support, is lightweight, having enameled metal and duck 
foundation. It seems suitable for the ill person’s room because 





the quilted rayon satin cover comes off in a jiffy to be dry- 
cleaned—making this back rest easier to keep dainty and fresh. 
[ Fold-away, in stores, $9.95, in your color selection. Ficks Reed 
Co., 424 Findlay St., Cincinnati, Ohio ] 


3 Your extra bed in the house may be this Chippendale 
sofa, one of a new group of sofas and studio couches having hid- 
den beds yet styled in appearance true to specific furniture 
periods. Legs are extra high for hidden-bed pieces, about 514 
inches from the floor. This adds design beauty and, with the 
help of the inner-spring pillows (zippered together as a com- 
fortable mattress for this sofa’s second bed), raises the sleepers 
above floor draft. Press the lever behind center leg to release 
hide-away bed. Because it slides from the front, there’s no 
catching on carpet edges, nor need to move end tables to open 
the bed. [ This sofa No. 35022, about $79.50. Simmons Co., 
222 North Bank Drive, Chicago ] 


@ Heralding spring, Alfred Hottes selects this New Blue 
Sweet-william (at far left). It bears profuse flower clusters 9 
inches across—and that’s large !—on stems 15 inches tall [ $1.50 
for 3 plants. } 

Mr. Hottes suggests for the rock garden, or to edge a flower 
border, this runnerless strawberry, Baron Solemacher (photo- 
graph is at right of the Sweet-william). This strawberry stays 
put, no wandering, has vivid green foliage and pretty bloom. 
It tempts you with delicious small strawberries, in flavor similar 
to the wild fruit. [ $1.50 a dozen plants. ] 

{ You can procure these new plants from Stumpp & Walter 
Co., 132 Church St., New York City ] 





P Coal burns brightly in a fireplace 
fuel basket of cast iron that sits on its 
four legs in your fireplace, has bottom 
grates easy to operate from the out- 
side with a poker. Thus you may shake 
down ashes, to freshen the flame, with- 
out dumping the fire. With ends re- 
moved, the basket cradles logs of any 
length. [{ In 3 sizes; middle size is 26 
inches across front, $9.90 f. o. b. 50 Ibs. 
Heatilator Co., Syracuse, N. Y. 


P Tasty news is a thin, round, sparse- 
ly salted wafer, about the size of an 
oyster cracker and with the flavor and 
amber glaze of a pretzel. [| VBC 
Cocktatlers, in 64%4-0z. box, about 10c 
in stores. National Biscuit Co., New 
York City | 


» A chrome-finished towel bar, 11 
inches long, clips with spring tension to 
the down-turned rim of a kitchen sink 
or to a bathroom basin having a thin, 
vertical overhang, or to a glass shelf. 
No screws required! | Clip-on rack, in 
variety stores, 25c; postpaid 35c. The 
Autoyre Co., Oakville, Conn. ] 
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> Let a made-to-your-order weath- 
ervane swing in the March wind on 
your roof peak! Above the crossed 
north-south and east-west arms you 
may have a personal design silhou- 
etted in metal. For instance, it may 
depict your dog, your boat, your hob- 
by. Do you recall the doctor’s weather- 
vane, page 22 of January Better Homes 
& Gardens? Against the sky it showed 
an old-time doctor in his buggy with 
horse galloping along in silhouette. 
{In cast aluminum, processed to 
glisten; with 8- x 14-inch motif, a 
weathervane costs $11.50; with 13- x 
24-inch design, $25. Garret Thew 
Studios, Westport, Conn. ] 


> To discourage a dog nuisance, 
there’s a new powder to sprinkle 
lightly on the soil around plants and 
shrubbery. It’s offered, also, to con- 
quer garden ants, some other soil in- 
sects, and for some indoor insect pests. 
[ Fume-ogen, 50c a 9-oz. can. Rose Mfg. 
Co., 37th & Filbert Sts., Philadelphia ] 


> There’s intriguing word of a color 

sychoanalysis demonstration to be 
eld in some hardware stores and 
may be available to your woman’s club. 
A color technician operates a machine 
that mirrors your reflection with vari- 
ous backgrounds in tones of wall paint. 
The technician analyzes reflections to 
show which tones suit your person- 


ality for room decoration. [ Devoe & 
Raynolds Co., Inc., 1 W. 47th St., 
New York City ] 


> A well-known brand of canned 
tuna fish now comes in a grated 
style that’s exceptionally convenient 
and economical for making salads, 
sandwiches, casserole dishes, and for 
so many recipes that require grated 
tuna rather than the larger chunks. 
Equal in quality to the solid pack but 
costing less to produce, because the 
tuna naturally has more of the smaller 
pieces, the grated style tuna sells for 
less. | Chicken of the Sea Brand Tuna, 
Grated Style, Green Label. Van Camp 
Sea Food Co., Inc., Terminal Island, 
California ] 


® Eaves-trough screening, for keep- 
ing the house gutter, downspouts, and 
drainage free of debris and birds’ nests, 
comes in 8-foot lengths, in any width. 
It’s a quarter-inch mesh, of either 
galvanized or copper wire, reinforced 
on the sides with metal strips. [ Depco, 
from dealers, installed for 25c to 50c 
a foot. Dayton Eaves Protector Corp., 
362 S. Broadway, Dayton, Ohio } 


® To give seeds, dormant bulbs and 
roots, and leafy cuttings a better start, 
a new hormone—a chemical plant 
stimulant—is very easy to apply be- 
fore planting. It’s a powder and you 
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simply dip the base of the cutting, or 
dust the seeds, the dormant bulbs or 
roots with it. Mix a teaspoonful with a 
pound of grass seed. [{ Rootone, $1 a 
2-oz. bottle. American Chemical Paint 
Co., Ambler, Penna. ] 


> To tidy your kitchen drawers, 
washable lining paper now may match 
your paper shelving or shelf edging in 
gay check or a plaid pattern. [ Roylace, 
12-foot length, 13 inches wide, 10c in 
stores. The Royal Lace Paper Works, 
99 Gold St., Brooklyn, N. Y. ] 


® Baby can have fresh air, yet be 
draft-free in a crib with no-draft 
ventilation. Head and foot are solid. 
Unique, double-thick sides are of 3- 
inch flat, vertical slats, the outer side- 
walls each a pair of slatted panels. 
These parallel the inner slats or slide 
to close the spaces between them, a 
half-portion of cither side sliding inde- 
pendently. Thus, sides of the crib will 
close solidly, yet portions may be 
opened to give baby a breeze. | Baby- 
guard, Colonial maple, 30- x 54-inch. 
Styles $20 to $30. The Lehman Co. 
of America, Inc., Cannelton, Ind. ] 


® From anise to wormwood, there’s 
lure in a listing and description of 41 
varieties of herb seeds to buy in 10c 
packets for this year’s garden! [ D. 
Landreth Seed Co., Bristol, Penna. ] 
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Start Lawns hight -- 


By Henry Merkel 


7 


La a nurseryman. I’ve been one for more 
than 35 years. And in all those years, two 
questions have been drummed into my ears: 
“What’s wrong with my lawn? How can I 
get a better stand of grass?” 

I particularly remember a dejected fellow 
who came in to see me last spring. “‘In the 
ten years since I built my house,” he said, 
“T’ve raked in enough grass seed to sow half 
the lawns in town. I’ve rolled and watered 
and fed my lawn, and each summer it’s 
full of bare spots, no better than it was seven 
or eight years ago.” 

“Let’s have a look at it,”’ I said. 

On the way out to his place he said he’d 
always used standard grass mixtures, mainly 
bluegrass. Were there any tougher grasses 
he might try sowing this spring? 

“Listen,” I said, “before you grow any 
more delicate new grass in the bare spots, 
first find out what killed the old grass that 
got started there last spring.”’ 
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And that’s a good capsule of advice for 
anyone with lawn troubles. For if grass dis- 
appears from a lawn, there’s something wrong with 
the culture or the sol; otherwise, the grass 
wouldn't die out. 

Out at this fellow’s house we sank an 
auger into the ground and pulled up a few 
soil samples. Beneath a couple of inches of 
good topsoil, there was a foot of tight, bluish 
clay, cold and heavy and plastic in our hands. 

There was his trouble—soil. And my ex- 
perience has taught me that that’s the trou- 
ble with a good share of lawns that fail. 


Bur here’s a comforting fact: you can im- 
prove most soil by topdressings, without 
plowing your whole lawn up and building a 
new one, tho likely the latter would be more 
economical and satisfactory in the long run. 

Failure isn’t usually caused by the kind of 
seed used, the particular formula of plant 
food, nor the facilities for watering, impor- 
tant as all three are. It’s caused generally by 
the structure and condition of the topsoil. 

Let’s look at soils a minute to see what the 
essentials of a good lawn soil are. Putting it 
simply, a soil has to be open [ Turn to page 86 


hight Now 


Prepare topsoil deeply 


to promote aeration 


Sow the proper lawn- 
seed mixture 


Roll the surface to com- 
pact the soil 


Mow the lawn regularly 
but not too short 


Distribute complete, bal- 
anced plant food 
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By Rath Cross 


es ideal for every good garden, as 
for every royal family, is Unbroken 
Succession—a plot that flares into 
bloom, at least here and there, in early 
March and just goes right along from 
glory to glory till black frost in No- 
vember. And, of course, the farther 
south you live, the earlier and later 
will your garden bloom. 

Almost anybody can have a sumptu- 
ous spring garden; about all you have 
to do is put some bulbs and rock plants 
in the ground the fall before. In June, 
too, the merest tyro can hardly fail to 
stage a big show. And, what with the 
new hardy chrysanthemums and the 
wonderfully improved asters, nobody 
need be deprived of a rich September 
and October symphony in crimson and 
bronze, violet, yellow, and apricot— 
close harmony with blazing autumn 
woods. 


YEs, it’s no trick at all to have a fine, 
showy, one-season garden, or even a 
two-season garden. And, if you go 
away from home in midsummer, may- 
be spring and autumn flower effects 
are all you want. Even July and Au- 
gust, the hottest, driest months, may be 
at their peak of splendor if we sow 
annuals. But we stay-at-homes want 
the border that keeps up that colorful 
Easter parade straight thru from 
March to November. 

As in all works of art, there’s a pretty 
definite technique—and several state 
secrets—which we’re about to divulge. 

There are two ways of attaining that 
unbroken succession of bloom and col- 
or, so ardently coveted by every real 
gardener. The first is simpler and in 
some ways more satisfactory. It in- 
volves moving out most of your plants 
as soon as they’re thru blooming, then 
replacing them with others, all budded 
and ready to carry on. You take out 
Siberian Wallflower, for instance, and 
in its place put Canterbury-bells. Then 
take out the Canterbury-bells and put 
in lychnis, veronica, or some of the 
other July bloomers. And so on. 


Tuts cash-and-carry is the method 
largely followed by professionals for 
show gardens, parks, and the like, 
where it’s desirable to have every foot 
of space in bloom at every season. In 
addition to 100-percent flowering, it 
obviates the danger of overcrowding, 
and the ground can be worked to bet- 
ter advantage. 

A good growing-on space close to 
the garden itself, and proper tools— 


Drawings by Lindsay Field 


Here they are, questing gar- 


dener — borders that bloom in- 


cessanily from early March 


right thra to killing frosts in 


November ... with lucid sug- 


gestions for growing them 


including a “sharpshooter” shovel, a 
wheelbarrow or child’s coaster wagon 
for hauling the plants, and ample wa- 
tering facilities—make this procedure 
not éoo difficult for the amateur, if he 
has a rather small area of bloom. Oth- 
erwise, it’s likely to cost more in time 
and effort than most of us can afford. 

And so, instead of this cash-and- 
carry method, we fall back on plan 
number two, which requires more 
headwork, but also shorter working 
hours and less strain on the dorsal 
muscles. For we can still have bloom 
all the while, sans those periodical or- 
deals of hefting and lugging. 

Here’s how, along with some of 
those secrets. 


In THE first place, a garden needn’t 
actually be one solid sheet of bloom at 
every season in order to give that illu- 


sion to the casual observer. Indeed, 
it’s more effective if a good part con- 
sists of interesting contrast in the way 
of foliage. Consider, for instance, the 
loveliness of tulips against tender new 
green of columbine and delphinium. 
Even bare spots where old plants have 
been cut back may be easily camou- 
flaged and give added room and sun- 
light for new ones just going into action. 

In a cannily laid-out border, prob- 
ably not more than one third of the 
space is ever in full bloom at any one 
time, save in mid- and late-summer 
when annuals tucked in among yel- 
lowing bulbs and iris literally fill up 
every crack with gorgeous, rainbow- 
tint blossoms. 

During the other seasons, it takes 
real art, plus some science, to achieve 
that effect of a garden flowering at 
every pore. Balance is the number one 
secret—grouping bold subjects and 
strong colors where they will domi- 
nate the composition as a whole and 
distract the eye fram nudist colonies. 
Liatris, yucca, astilbe, tritoma, and 
the like make powerful bids for atten- 
tion because of their skyward-pointing 
spires. Globeflower and Oriental Poppy 
depend on dazzling color. Phlox and 
chrysanthemums draw by sheer mass, 
as well as brilliance. 

Adroit handling of height and mass; 


judicious breaking up of heavy, close- 
set formations with airy babysbreath or 
sea-lavender; subtlety in color combi- 
nations; above all, perhaps, good cul- 
tural methods to obtain the nth degree 
of display from each plant while it zs in 
flower—these are the elementsofthe art. 

Let’s take a sample border and see 
what is the utmost we can do about 
that grand Easter parade that goes 
right on parading thru 8 months out of 
every 12. 

To begin with, don’t try to have a 
little of everything in one border at any 
one season. Stick to four or five really 
superlative varieties—six or seven at 
the most—and use lots of a kind. There 
is nothing much sadder than a spot of 
this and a spot of that sketched about 
hit-or-miss over a border. 

Suppose we select just one long and 
fairly wide border, say 40 by 7 feet. 
We'll assume a background of ever- 
greens, shrubs, and a stone wall, white 
picket, or rustic fence. In this case the 
backdrop itself stands for close to 50 
percent of the effectiveness of your 
final composition; a couple of dozen 
primroses or half-a-hundred tulips will 
make an infinitely finer spectacle 
against the rich, feathery green of 
hemlock or taxus, for instance, than 
three or four times the amount just 
dumped in the middle of blank space. 


Tuts Border by Mid-March: In such 
a border by mid-March, even in the 
latitude of New England, we should 
have a pretty vociferous display of 
crocus in violet, white, and gold. We 
should have golden patches, too, of 
winter-aconite in sheltered spots and 
drifts of peacock-blue Siberian Squills, 
like fallen chunks of glittering Septem- 
ber skies. And with a little special care 
you may revel in truly exotic clumps 
of Lenten-rose, with starry, ivory to 
flesh-pink blossoms rising from lush 
beds of waxen, serrated foliage. 

Just these four planted en masse—at 
least 100 each of the crocus and squills 
—will take the curse off March and 
shorten up that last long mile when it 
looks as if spring will never, never 
come. Snowdrops, too, like flocks of 
white butterflies [ Turn to page 81 























BUT THEYRE 
THE 
COLOR KEY 


TO LOVELY 


ROOMS 
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1 Linojieum on both walls and floor adds a note 
of efficiency to this kitchen. For a touchof frivolity, 
gay, amusing, and colorful transfers are used on 
cupboard doors (Courtesy of John Wanamaker) 





Bring color down on walls 


By Walter Rendell Storey 


= do things to me. Sometimes they 
stagger me with their noisy designs, or close 
in on me somberly, or set me dizzily to count- 
ing spots and stripes. Then I’m no good as a 
guest. I fall over my feet, spill my tea, and 
forget names. 

But sometimes they stand waiting invit- 
ingly, lovely backgrounds for the beauty of 
the room. If they’re patterned, their figures 
are neither too large, too small, nor too ar- 
resting. Their colors are soft foils for the 
pleasant people who live there, for the things 
with which they live. And then I’m the per- 
fect guest—unnettled, serene, and nice as 
pie with the children. 

So just what is it that makes walls good, 
bad, or insipidly indifferent? Since they’re 
the taking-off point for all our decoration, 
we look to them 
to set the pace, to 
suggest spacious- 
ness, coziness, dig- 
nity, or restfulness. 
With such a multi- 
tude of paints and 
wall-coverings on 
the market, it’s 
simple for a home 
to be individual, to reflect, sensitively, its 
owner’s tastes. Whether we’ve family heir- 
looms or swank modern pieces, they’ll be 
twice as pleasing if our walls have been 
wisely handled. 

Most cleverly done walls are just a matter 
of illusion. High ceilings seem less distant if 
their paint or paper is a bit darker than the 
walls, or if you bring the ceiling color down 
12 to 18 inches. Vertically striped paper gives 
the low room height. Small rooms gain in 
size if their wall-covering patterns are kept 
small, or if their paint is soft and light, often 
with walls and trim matching. Rooms too 
large and empty will close in comfortably if 
walls have larger patterns or darker hues. 


As A RULE, sunny south and west rooms 
need cool greens, grays, or even lavenders 
and blues; north and east exposures long for 
warm yellow, peach, light orange, rose, 
pink, tan, or cream. But don’t let this tie 
you too closely. Light has a lot to do with it. 
Any dark room needs paint with plenty of 
white or cream in it, or a paper with wide 
spaces of light background. 

If your room, perhaps an attic one, has a 
sloping ceiling, run the wallpaper up the 
slope, then paint or paper the flat ceiling in 
the ground color of the walls. And stick to 
small figures. Large 
patterns on broken 
wall spaces are bound 
to confuse the design. 

So mull over these 
five points when choos- 
ing a wall-covering or 
paint: use of the room, 
general effect desired, 
size, furnishings, and 
colors in adjoining 
rooms. Hold these in 
mind and we'll choose the walls for a house, 
room by room. 

First, the entrance hall. Keep it bright 
and hospitable, yet somewhat dignified. The 
smaller it is, the gayer you’ll want it. You'll 


Carry paper up slope 




















IMPERIAL PAPER & COLOR CORP, 


2 Contrast in wallpapers adds interest here—a 
stripe paper in shades of gray for the living-room 
complements the gray-green floral bouquet in the 
dining-room (Courtesy of John Wanamaker) 





ARMSTRONG CORK COMPANY 


3 The greatest attraction about this interesting 
bathroom is the wall-covering,a thin linoleum used 
also in lining the practical and cleverly built-in 
shelves which provide proper storage for towels 





COLUMBUS COATED FABRICS CORPORATION 


4 Nothing could be gayer and more service- 
able than this washable wall fabric with its gay, 
bright dots. The Venetian-blind tapes carry out 
the predominating color in the pattern of the fabric 
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paint it? Then try soft yellow or light terra 
cotta for the walls, with woodwork the same 
or a little lighter. Or trim it with fashionable 
off-white. That’s just white, slightly tinted 
with blue, yellow, red, or green. If drippy 
umbrellas or clothes are a problem, use 
slightly glossy paint instead of flat, or a wall 
fabric that’s washable or water-resistant. 

Halls are small affairs, so if it’s to be wall- 
paper, don’t have the motif too sizey. (See 
Photograph 6.) Step carefully with vertical- 
stripe patterns. They may look stiff on small 
wall areas. Scenic patterns, if in scale, are a 
bright thought. So are exotic Chinese de- 
signs and papers with silver 
grounds. 

We'll say there’s a down- 
stairs lavatory or powder 
room opening off the hall. 
A smart contrast may turn 
the trick. With a yellow 
hall, try a lavatory of blue, 
somewhat grayed. If that’s 
too striking, use soft green. 
With wallpaper, go in for 
small patterns or a mar- 

bleized wall linoleum. 

And on to the living-room. It’s so often 
seen from the entrance hall that the two 
rooms need both harmony and contrast. So, 
for beyond that gay hallway choose a quiet 
color—soft green or a very light lavender- 
gray, almost an off-white, a subtle backdrop 
for furniture and curtains with their many 
hues and designs. 

If there’s to be pattern on the living-room 
walls, discover a design different in character 
and size from that in the hall, yet harmo- 
nizing with it. Echo the hall colors, but 
give them minor 
importance. If 
light green is the 
background tint of 
the living-room 
wall-covering, pick 
up the yellow of 
the hall in its de- 
sign. Or use the 
same color for the trim of both rooms. Or 
the living-room ceiling might be in solid 
color, matching the background of the wall 
if it’s not too dark. ; 

Don’t think you’re seeing things if you 
meet a room with two walls of solid color and 
the others patterned. It’s been going on for a 
season or two, and, expertly handled, is very 
effective. (See Photograph 5.) The fireplace 
wall, for instance, may be papered, the other 
walls a plain color that matches one of the 
leading colors in the paper. The trim, then, 
will match the unpatterned walls. Even 
where there’s no hearth, painting or paper- 
ing the end walls with a somewhat lighter 
tone often tends to “open out” the walls of 
the room, creating a pleasant feeling of dis- 
tance. With some wallpaper patterns you'll 
find plain ones to match their background. 
These are perfect for ceilings or for these 
two-in-a-room wall schemes. 





For a small 
dressing room 


Geta feeling of distance 


SINCE we spend so much of our time in the 
‘living-room, its walls just must be easy to 
look at. So we play safe by shunning extreme 
patterns and colors, selecting soft hues and 
floral designs that cover the surface ade- 
quately and don’t insist upon being stared 
at and counted. Vertical-stripe papers are 
restful and a little formal if just a bit of dig- 
nity seems to be what you want. Plaids and 
diagonals are pleasing backgrounds and, 
like vertical stripes, don’t usually clash with 
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RICHARD E. THIBAUT, INC, 


5 Paint one wall and paper another and you'll 
have a happy combination which gives a modern 
touch to any room decoration regardless of the 
furnishings you have (Courtesy, Lord & Taylor) 





NIAGARA WALLPAPER COMPANY 


6 Interestingly used in the hall of a small home 
of a Better Homes & Gardens family is this semi- 
formal Chinese Chippendale patterned wall- 
paper in yellow and white with a touch of silver 


DURAY, CLOPAY CORPORATION 


7 Tho modern in color and design, this wash- 
able wallpaper, which comes in various soft color- 
ings, would prove to be a successful background 
for any period of home-furnishings you may have 


patterned upholstery, curtains, and rugs. 
You’ll be safe and successful with soft green, 
yellow, or peach, grayed blue, or light terra 
cotta for living-room walls. 

Dining-rooms are something else again. 
We may like our living-room to be somewhat 
conservative, but there’s plenty of scope for 
airing our imaginations in the dining-room, 
especially if it’s used only for meals. (See 
Photograph 2.) Try a distinctive solid color— 
perhaps a medium shade of terra cotta or 
gray-blue, or even a light chocolate brown 
relieved by cream or 
off-white trim. Make 
sure it’s a gracious 
contrast with the 
walls of adjoining £«& 
rooms if you’ve a ; 
vista from one to the 
other. If living-room 
walls are a tint of 
green, dining walls 
should be good neigh- 
bors, with the same 
intensity in whatever 
color you choose. Pa- 
per on fabric-covered walls for the dining- 
room and plain painted ones for the living- 
room are good running mates. 

Searching for dining-room wall-coverings? 
Seek out an imaginative design of flowers 
and scrolls, or a graceful but old-fashioned 
pattern, perhaps one of the new-old vertical 
stripes. Scenic papers are good dinner com- 
panions and should be hung above a wain- 
scot or dado (a solid-color painted or pa- 
pered space from the top of the baseboard to 
the chair rail). This strip might be the color 
of the trim or one of the prominent hues in 
the wall-covering. 





Scenic paper 


above a dado 


In YOUR kitchen, above all, be practical 
and choose paint or a wall-covering that’s 
washable. By painting your woodwork and 
cupboards bold, contrasting colors you can 
get a stunning effect, or add size to a small 
kitchen by keeping your room two-tone in 
coloring. (See Photographs 1 and 4.) 
Upstairs are still more walls waiting for 
beauty treatments. Some upper halls con- 
tinue the wall-covering or paint of the lower 
hall and stairs if it’s not too individual. 
Otherwise, work out a tint that will har- 
monize with the rooms opening from the 
hall—a light cream, a soft pale rose, even a 
jonquil yellow if the hall’s not well lighted. 
Bedrooms can be worlds more individual 
than downstairs rooms, for they need satisfy 
only one or two persons. But wherever men 
sleep, keep away from delicate pastels that 
are exclusively femi- 
nine. Strike a note of 
masculinity with fair- 
ly strong hues for 
chintz curtains and the 
upholstery of an easy 
chair. 
i oe = 
- Ae Today there sa 
trend toward quict col- 
ors instead of delicate 
ones for bedrooms— 
soft blues, greenish yellows, browns, and 
peach, with white accenting, rather than di- 
luting, the effect. Don’t let your ceilings be 
dead white. It’s anything but restful to the 
eyes. Make them lighter than the walls, if 
you like, or even an off-white tint. And here’s 
a chance to try out some of the new piquant 
touches. Let’s paper or paint closet walls and 
inside of closet doors to contrast with the 
rest of the room, injecting [ Turn to page 69 








Paint closet 
in contrast 
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And they hope to keep whittling until they can build a six-room 





home for $3,000; and then it can be financed for $25 a month 
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A new-sstyle “plank” sub- CL. 
floor helped build the “‘gar- 
den apartment,”’ above, for 
$2,418. The six-room-and- 
bath home, right, when grad- 
ed and planted, cost $4,095 9 
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Lumbermen Whittle Costs 


By Walter Adams, 


Assistant Editor, Better Homes & Gardens 


—— work at $35 a week puts you 
in America’s upper one third, along with 
Rockefeller, Ford, and Charlie McCarthy. 
It lets you make a pretty fair go of things 
almost anywhere in the country. Spent cau- 
tiously, it buys an automobile, a refrigerator, 
and a radio that enables Adolph Hitler and 
the Shadow to scare you witless right in your 
own living-room. It buys a newspaper and 
silk stockings and tickets to the neighbor- 
hood movie. It takes you on a week’s motor 
trip to the mountains. In small towns it may 
do even better. It may let you play golf and 
stride off to Rotary luncheon with Carl 
Newman, the banker. 

But what kind of a home does it buy, this 
$35 a week that gives a man and his family 
more income than two-thirds of all the fami- 
lies in the United States? It buys the hand- 
me-downs from higher-income groups. It 
buys claw-foot bathtubs and slow-motion 
drains and drafty floors and worn-out fur- 
naces that won’t humidify. It buys uninsu- 
lated roofs and sagging porches and murky 
rooms and kitchens half-lighted by one un- 
shaded bulb hanging from a cord. It buys, in 
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short, the leavings. That’s all it has bought 
for a long time, because the sprawling, dis- 
jointed building industry, in spite of its amaz- 
ing genius for working up things like doors 
that open when you step up to them, hasn’t 
been able to cut costs anywhere near enough 
to build a $3,000 house fit to call home. 

It looks now, however, as if maybe this 
era is on its way out. 





Two years ago the lumber industry was 
grousing around with an ice pack on its head 
because two-thirds of the market for $5,000- 
and-up homes it had enjoyed during the 1920’s 
was gone. Today it’s working with two-fisted : 
gusto on a National Small Homes Demon- ae 
stration program that looks like a good deal ba. 
more than sales ballyhoo for its own prod- ‘+ 
ucts. It’s experimenting with new designs 
and new methods of construction. It’s start- 
ing places with cost-cutting standardization. 

Last year, to test its new methods, the in- 
dustry built eight “guinea-pig’’ homes in 
suburban Washington, D. C. Result: “about 
10 percent better homes at 8 percent lower 
cost.”” You see four of the homes here. 
Prices ranged from $2,418 for three rooms 
to $4,095 for six rooms and garage. These 
include grading, landscaping, walks, and 
sodding, but not the lot. Not a startling 
saving, exactly, but a pretty significant 
start any way you look at it. 

If costs in your community equal those 
in Washington, you could, under FHA’s 
20-year plan, build the first, the very mini- 
mum house, on a $750 lot for $327 down 
and about $26 a menth; and you could 
build the highest-priced six-room one on a 
$750 lot for $485 down and $40 a month. 
These figures include an average amount for 
fire insurance and taxes. 
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Let's look at some of the “‘different”’ things 
about these homes, things lumbermen hope 
will help build a six-room home in a few 
years for $3,000. In the first home, to replace 
the joisted subfloor, they designed a subfloor 
of two-inch-thick planks laid flatwise over 
girders 6 feet apart. That made half as many ' 
pieces of lumber to handle and less than half Unconventional design built this five-room-and-garage home for 
as many nails to drive. Carpenters built it in $3,753. Living-room is on second floor, and service units on first 
one-fourth less time and used a seventh less 
lumber. And its insulation value proved a 
fourth higher, quite significant in houses built without basements. All 
told, it cost 15 cents a square foot less than the standard joisted floor with 
equal insulation qualities, and that was a saving of some $85 on the job. 
For another of the houses they engineered a radically different wall, a 
plank wall without a supporting framework of 2 x 4 studding. Standard 
walls are built of three layers—the framework of vertical studding, the 
diagonal sheathing of inch-thick boards, and the siding outside. But this 
new wall is built of vertical 2 x 6 planks. Each has grooved edges; and the 
edge of one plank is fitted into the groove of the planks on each side so 
there’s a continuous wood wall 2 inches thick. It bears the load itself, 
needs no studding. Carpenters built it in a third less time with a sixth less 
lumber—a saving of five cents on each square foot of wall in the house. 
Whittling costs down little by little is a plodding, [ Turn to page 67 
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NEWSPICTURES, INC. 


A typewriter manufacturer, Henry Simler’s admir- 
able hobby_is helping people over 40 get jobs. He’s 
shown (left) with Dave Elman of “Hobby Lobby” 


ACME 


b 

Lew Ayres collects books, phonograph records, and 
historical-character figures. Below: Hobby of Louis 
Meitus (with hat), lumber dealer, is entertaining 
Chicago’s West Side children. Last summer he 
bought up an entire circus, gave free shows for them 
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> TRIB 


BILL MASON 


Everyone needs an absorbing hobby, says the author. There’s an advantage in finding it early in life. Pretty 
Dorothy Waldman, Atlanta, Georgia, concert pianist, instructor, and music critic, is still in her twenties, 
yet regularly for 11 years she has visited the Hillside Cottages Home for children in Atlanta each Sun- 
day afternoon to tell the children stories, a commendable, unselfish hobby that gives pleasure to many 


HOBBY CULTURE 


Learn to live—get a hobby! Here’s some good advice 


on the selecting, and the care and feeding, of hobbies 


By Ray Giles 


| on never quite the same after your 
first sightseeing trip to New York, but often 
while waiting for a green light at a Fifth 
Avenue corner, I’ve wished I could organize 
sightseeing groups just to go admiring some 
of Manhattan’s splendid hobbyists. 

Not that inspiring hobbies aren’t found 
everywhere, but I happen to know so many 
useful and warm-hearted hobby-riders in a 
city that’s too often condemned as snooty, 
cynical, and money-mad. Would you mind 
imagining yourself with me on a few such 
trips? Thank you! 

As we come out of the historic city hall, 
let’s duck around a few corners to call on the 
president of one of the oldest typewriter com- 
panies in the United States. Henry Simler’s 
a man worth meeting, for his hobby of fight- 
ing ‘‘Fortyphobia”’ has accomplished an im- 
mense amount of good all over the nation. 
About two years ago he got so mad at the 
stories told him by worthy men and women 
out of work, who were refused jobs because 
of their age alone, that he just had to do 
something about it. 

Realizing that the task was far too great 


for one person, he persuaded the 500 mem- 
bers of the Sales Executives’ Club of New 
York to create a special committee to make 
cold-blooded surveys and find out exactly 
how efficient men and women over 40 really 
are. We won’t have time to examine the 
mass of surprising evidence in favor of these 
older people, but here’s one gem: Salespeo- 
ple in leading stores were analyzed by their 
sales in dollars per year, and it was found 
that those in their 50’s led the flock. Those in 
their 40’s were better than those in their 30’s, 
and those in their 30’s outsold youngsters still 
in their 20s. 


Bur we must go, for Henry Simler is leav- 
ing to appear before a state legislative body 
which wants his views on the advisability of 
making Civil Service positions available to 
older people. This enthusiastic hobbyist ap- 
peared before them last week and woke 
them up to the ridiculousness of refusing to 
take on new stenographers over 26. 

There’s what I call a hobby! 

While we’re sightseeing in Radio City, I 
know your eyes will bulge [ Turn to page 54 
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r INTERNATIONAL KAUFMANN-FABRY 9B 3 


Marion Talley, opera singer, spends much Numerous are the men who while away spare hours in The Duke of Windsor knits. Gilbert Jordan, Enfield, Illi- 
of her spare time growing orchids. Among needlecraft. 1. George B. Kiefer, Mansfield, Ohio, has _nois mail carrier, out-crocheted 185,000 women to win a 
many other personalities who’ve found quilted for many years. The quilt behind him, “A Trip _ national contest. A few men indulge in tatting; but em- 
relaxation in gardening is James Ellison, Around the World,” consists of 14,556 pieces. 2. Dr. S. _ broidery, to the male, apparently has diminished in fas- 
handsome M-G-M screen star. He maintains E. Reed, of Des Moines, weaves. 3. Ralph C. Mitchell, _cination since Napoleon’s time. Countless women relax 
his own experimental greenhouse and nursery mayor of Independence, Kansas, crochets centerpieces. in needlework, but seldom is it their genuine hobby 


REGISTER-TRIBUNE LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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Sometimes an early avocation may turn into 


Work of extremely fine precision gives relaxation-interest to many. McDonald Taylor, Des Moines, Iowa, a vocation. Dorothy Ramsey, petite miss of La- 


die-maker, carves remarkably true replicas of furniture—so tiny they’re scarcely visible to the naked eye 
and blow away with the lightest air current—from ordinary matchsticks, mounts them inside glass bubbles. 
He drinks two quarts of milk daily to steady nerves. Magnified figures are standing on head of ordinary pin! 


guna Beach, California, 5 years ago began small- 
mural wood-carving, decorated in oil colors, as 
a hobby. Her work became larger and more 
spectacular. Altho she'd had no art training, 
she startled the Laguna Beach art colony with 
her original productions, and professional art- 
ists came long distances to see her remarkably 
unusual technique on the Mexican-like murals. 
Now, at 26, this has become her profession; and 
her new hobby is music—piano and marimba 











a 

Above: Roger Imhof, movie character actor, spends most of his free time in his workshop. Among the 
feminine Hollywood contingent whose hobby is woodworking is Eleanor Powell, noted dancer. Right, 
above: John Boles collects antiques and midget books. Many notables seeking hobby self-expression 
take up amateur painting. Among those whose work has evoked the nod from critics is Robert C. Zuppke, » 
veteran University of Illinois football coach (right). Others, such as Charles G. Dawes, compose music 














Yen Fine Hefrs lo 
Karly Spring Bloom 


For starting seeds indoors all con- 
tainers must be well drained. To keep 
soil from clogging cracks or holes, 
bridge them with bits of broken pots 
or a layer of gravel. Small flats, 14 x 
10 x 3, with narrow blocks nailed on the 
ends for finger grips, are easy to han- 
dle and economical of window space 


By Fleeta Brownell Woodroffe 


Photographs by Edwin Falk 


ices seed packet you buy, tho you won’t find it printed 


anywhere, really says: 
ADMIT BEARER 
TO 
A FASCINATING EXPERIENCE 


What could any of us have a finger in, anyway, that is closer 
to sheer magic than seed-sowing? We send letters off at the 
speed of the modern post and back come tough brown en- 
velopes out of which we eagerly pull seeds that come from 
everywhere—wee grains which grow into flaming silken 
poppies from Iceland; gentians and columbines from the 
Alps, Japan, the Rockies, and Tibet; monkshoods and lilies 
from China; alyssums from the Pyrenees; zinnias and dahlias 
from Mexico; sunny-faced little primroses from under moist 
English hedgerows. 

Thru the resourcefulness and efficiency of our seedsmen, 
these and hundreds cf others in the long seed lists are each 
packeted and ready to admit us to a unique and intriguing 
performance, replete with color and with enlivening suspense. 





Indoors, or out, the fundamentals cf seed-sowing are the 
same. Into a bed of pulverized soil, blank and motionless, we 
drop the dry seeds diverse in size and shape yet all apparently 
lifeless. We give water, warmth, and time. And then presently all 
along the rows winsome seedlings come humping into light! 

But indoors, in seedflats or in pots, we can get ahead of the 
season. We can grow husky young plants ready to set out as 
soon as frosts are over and the soil workable, and thereby 
stretch the blooming season by a full month or two. 


Bur how can we make sure that our seedlings survive the 
infantile ailments that lie in wait for baby plants? 

These 10 pictures show the 10 essential steps. 

Proper watering—cnough but never too much—requires 
only care and common sense. One way is to put a very fine 
rose on your watering-pot, or use one of those cork-and-alumi- 
num clothes-sprinkling devices on a bottle. Either should be 
shaken nimbly above the seedbed, for in inexperienced hands 
seeds have, more than once, been washed from their nicely 
marked rows into one overcrowded section of the flat, over- 
come by what amounted to a tidal wave in the seedflat. 

By far the safest way to water seeds in pots and flats, both 











Into the tamped soil press a ruler or 
short piece of lath, making the rows 
about 2 inches apart. A good rule is to 
cover no seed more than twice its diame- 
ter. Fine seeds, such as petunias, are not 
covered but only pressed firmly into the 
damp soil. Seeds may be sown broadcast, 
but small and unfamiliar kinds are 
more easily recognized if sown in rows 


To distribute fine seeds evenly along tie 
rows, cut the end from the packet with 
shears and while holding the cut end 
above the row tap the packet with the 
forefinger or a pencil. Mixing the seeds 
with a small pinch of talcum powder 
makes them easy to see and space on 
the dark soil. Label the rows and put 
down the source and the date of sowing 


Cover the seed rows with finely sifted 
soil or sand. A kitchen sieve or piece of 
window screening serves nicely for this. 
Press lightly so that seeds and soil are in 
close contact. Immerse flat in water to 
half its depth. When surface starts to 
show moist in places remove at once. If, 
however, tliat must be watered from 
above, apply water thru burlap gently 
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One-half garden loam to one-half 
builder’s sand makes a good seed-start- 
ing mixture. Or use % garden soil, %4 
leafmold, and % sand. Use moderately 
rich soil well-screened of lumps, sticks, 
and pebbles. A one-inch layer of 
shredded sphagnum moss below the 





Have soil slightly damp and in filling 
pack it tightly against the sides of the 
pot or box with the fingers. This helps 
prevent the opening up of large cracks 
later. Fill to the top of the container, 
jostle sharply, and scrape off level with 
a ruler. To firm the soil in round pans 


ie Bs s ‘ah 





For oblong containers, firm the well- 
sifted soil with a brick or end of a 
2x 4 to make a uniform seedbed. The 
soil after tamping should come to 
Y% inch below the rim. Seedlings ger- 
minate and moisture spreads evenly 
thru a flat so prepared whether it is wa- 








To retain moisture cover the planted 
flat with glass and a folded newspaper. 
Keep at even heat of 70 to 80 degrees 
to hasten germination. Turn glass 


soil may be put in to hold moisture and pots use an empty flower pot 


before and after germination, is by what is popularly known 
as the “‘bucket”? method; altho for large flats, laundry tubs, 
kitchen sinks, and even bathtubs, at times have been taken 
over by enthusiastic gardeners hunting some water container 
large enough in which to set their whole flats. The water needs 
to come up only part way on the sides of the container since 
we want it to enter the pots and flats thru the drainage holes. 
When the very first wet patches show on the surface, it’s 
time to remove the flat and drain. 


Ask if it’s necessary to sterilize the soil and dust the seeds 
to guard against the fungi causing damping-off, and you'll get 
a fervent “Yes!” from the specialists. But flatful after flatful 
of stocky, disease-free seedlings have gone out into garden 
beds from both untreated soil and undusted seeds, and from 
soil baked to sterilize it (this is smelly work) or treated with 
mercuric compounds or formaldehyde dust. To use these see 
the directions on the packages. 

Specialists, to be sure that they’ve done everything possible, 
also dust rare and expensive seeds with red copper oxide or 
one of the new hormone powders now on the market. Both 
kill the microscopic fungi which may be carried on the hulls 


Reduce tempcrature to 60 degrees to 
induce stocky growth and give young 
seedlings all the sunlight possible. Wa- —they are ready to be moved 
ter, from first to last, only when needed 


of the seeds. ‘The hormone powders, in addition, stimulate the 
emerging seedlings to a more vigorous growth. The seeds are 
dusted in either case by shaking them in a bottle with a small 
amount of powder until all the seeds are well coated. 


lr YOU put your faith in sunshine, fresh air, and an un- 
crowded stand in the rows, keep the surface of the soil in the 
seedflats or beds as dry as possible without ever letting the 
baby plants do more than start to wilt. 

An ingenious device for home gardeners away from their 
plant nursery all day is a “‘grandmother.”’ This is a common 
brick—an ordinary porous brick, the softer the better—which 
is immersed one third to one half its depth in water in a 
deep pie plate or discarded loaf-cake pan. On top of the 
brick you put a carefully molded seedbed of finely sifted garden 
soil. You can bevel the edges slightly and make this stand 1% 
to 2 inches high. Sow the seeds on this and you’ll have no 
problems of watering, for water rises thru the brick and keeps 
the soil evenly moist. 

Should your brick be unusually porous and the soil become 
wetter than necessary, lift the brick from the water for an hour 
or two. Very fine seeds, as those of petunias [| Turn to page 70 


tered by immersing or from the top 





When seedlings attain their true leaves 
—not the first pair known as seed leaves 


roomier quarters. An orange-wood stick 


whenever water gathers on the under 
side and remove both paper and glass 
when seedlings germinate. Most seeds 
do not require light for germination, 
but all seedlings do need light and air 


but never allow flats to become dry. 
If young plants are leggy give more di- 
rect light. Thin out promptly if rows 
are crowded. Keep the flats weeded, 
for weeds take lots of moisture and food 


for very small plants, a label for larger 
ones are good for seedflat trowels. 
Transplant into a slightly richer soil. 
Some wait until second pair of true 
leaves is formed before transplanting 
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~ Kor a Reader in Rome, N 








How much will it cost 
you to build this home 
im your community? 
See Bildcost, page 5l 


family, a 40-footlot, and a bedeviled 
city pocketbook! A masterpiece of 


ingenuity by Verna Cook Salomonsky 


December 17, 1937 
Dear Editor: 

Why don’t you show plans and-exteriors of 
houses containing four or five bedrooms without 
such luxuries as several baths? 

Tho the homes you show are very lovely, they 
don’t take care of the large family with only an 
average income. Large families are by no means 
uncommon—families numbering from five to 
nine persons. Many times grandparents are in- 
cluded in the family group. These families also 
read Better Homes & Gardens. 

They buy narrow lots to get lower taxes and 
to save on the cost of paving. In our city, lots are 
usually 40 feet wide. You can readily see that the 
house itself can’t be very wide, since room must 
be left for the driveway or attached garage. 

Not until you show such homes designed to fit 
city lots and city pocketbooks will you have made 
your magazine fully useful to the American people. 


Very sincerely, 
Mrs. .... ...., Rome, New York 


January 10, 1938 
Mr. John Normile 
Architectural Editor, Better Homes @& Gardens 


Dear Mr. Normile: 


About the letter from the Rome, New York, 
woman you sent me—I’m glad to tackle a Bild- 
cost Gardened Home to meet the problem. It'll 
be pretty tough, but do a much needed job for 


A Bildcost home tailored for a big 
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All house—room for a family of nine in outside dimensions of 2814 by 4012 feet 


a great many families. You can be sure [ll make 
everything meet FHA standards, so that any- 
one can get a loan to build. 

What do you think of the ideas in the two 
inclosed sketches? 

I’m going to Paris in a week to cram my 
head and notebooks full of whatever appeals to 
me. It’s a very hasty trip, but I think it be- 
hooves me to get out of this rut I’m in. Have 
been feeling very guilty about myself since I 
was commissioned to do a house at the New 


York World’s Fair. 


Most sincerely, 
Verna Cook Salomonsky 


April 21, 1938 
Dear Mr. Normile: 


Paris was disappointing. But I actually saw a 
fisherman catch a fish in the Seine—something I 
had always yearned to see during my student 
days. It was very funny. I asked the fisherman if 
he were going to eat the fish (really a minnow) 
and he raised his brows and said he only fished 
‘pour le sport.” He carefully placed the little 
baby fish in his brief case. 

I agree with you that the two schemes I sent 
are too expensive to fit the problem. I’m giving 
it another whirl. What do you think of the in- 
closed two sketches? I couldn’t { Turn to page 50 
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Trimmed Down 
to Today 


There’s many a dollar buried beneath 
the old verandas and other worthless 


trappings of a generation or two ago 


By J oh n N orm a le. Better Homes & Gardens’ Architect-Editor 


Tuts story isn’t spectacular enough for the papers. They don’t 
bother to write about what you uncover beneath your old porch 
unless it’s a rusted lard pail stuffed with dollar bills, or maybe an old 
skeleton with queer gold rings on its fingers. 

But even tho you don’t read about it, there’s plenty of valuable 
stuff hidden beneath the old verandas and roofs of the big, gawky 
houses built 30 or 40 years ago. Only yesterday a fellow told me, 
“That house of mine was appraised at $3,350 last summer. We 
spent $1,620 on modernizing it. And when we finished they apprAised 
it at $5,800, a 52 percent profit on the cost of remodeling.’”? Where 
else can you find returns like that on your money? 

As a sample of what’s hidden beneath the old verandas and roofs, 
we picture here on the right the rebirth of Dr. and Mrs. R. R. Reed’s 
home in Duluth. Note what a change Architect A. R. Melander 
made by replacing the awkward, overhanging roof, clumsy dormers, 
and trailing veranda with a simple hip roof, wide siding, new shutters, 
and divided light sash. 

Verandas were fine in the horse-and-buggy days, but the restless 
stream of auto traffic and curious strangers past your door makes 
them useless today. They darken the house and are expensive to 
maintain. 


Anp here’s another sample—the Roscoe Craft home in Port Jef- 
ferson, New York. Architect Daniel Perry designed a new entrance 
and a porch entirely inclosed with steel-casement sash, thus making a 
year-round room on the sunny side of the house. He also dropped the 
new porch floor level two steps below the house floor level to puil the 
house closer to the ground and dissipate its gawxy, jagged wound look. 





After 


Reroofing, painting, and building the new porch sent real value booming 


Before 


The porch was narrow, homely, and so high you had to climb to reach it 








Before 
After 
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A recessed doorway, the horizontal lines of the new roof and siding, 
and a direct four-squareness give this Duluth home a quite modern look 
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vance Indoor Gardening Guide 


By Fae Huttenlocher. Associate Editor, Better Homes & Gardens 

















ARE you one of those houseplantless 
persons who makes the excuse, “I just 
don’t have a green thumb. Plants won’t 
grow for me as they did for mother. 
Everything she touched became green 
and healthy.” 

If so, don’t say it again, for the green 
thumb idea is as antiquated and without 
foundation as is witchcraft. 

Mother’s and grandmother’s plants 
grew, not because of green thumbs, but 
because they were treated as living, 
feeling beings that required the same 
commonsense care as the canary or any 
other house pet. 

Their plants weren’t allowed to go 
without water until bone-dry for days 
at a stretch. Neither were they left stand- 
ing for a long time in water, nor allowed 
to become infested with insects, nor sub- 
jected to the extremes of a warm room 
suddenly chilled by open windows or 
a door. 

The essential reasons for success in 
growing houseplants are simple. 


Light Is Life: The first requisite to a 


enough for us and all our plants. 

Paint tin cans black, and hang them 
with a wire in your hot-air register. Keep 
them filled with water. If you have a 
bay window or wide sill for plants, set 
them in a metal pan filled with sand, 
sphagnum moss, or peatmoss, kept moist. 

A shallow copper or pottery bowl of 
some harmonious color may be kept 
filled with water and, like a small re- 
flecting pool, placed among the house- 
plants. A redwood burl or horse-radish 
root set in this bowl of water will sprout 
green and make it decorative. 


Cleanliness: Plants must breathe just 
like people. Leaves are the plants’ lungs, 
and they can have their own special 
kind of pneumonia or tuberculosis just 
like people if their breathing mechanism 
isn’t kept clean and free of dust. Con- 
tinuous spraying of the foliage every 
time you water the plant is injurious. 
Once every two or three weeks fleshy, 
smooth-leaf plants should be wiped with 
a damp cloth or sponge, like those pur- 
chased at the dime store for cleaning 


_ -— —-— So 


plant’s health is an abundance of day- white shoes (see Sketch 2). A small, soft ‘ 
light, direct sunlight if possible. The brush (an old toothbrush will do) is f 
function of the green, or chlorophyll, of | better than a cloth for cleansing hairy- s 
the leaves is to gather carbon dioxide surface leaves. This cleansing also checks } 
from the air in the presence of light. the spread of insects. é 
This results in the production of starch, I 
which goes to make plant structure. Insect Control: In spite of routine care, t 
insects may appear on plants. Red spider s 
Water: This is the second essential. is the most common of houseplant pests. V 
The leaves of a plant are constantly Its cure is quite easy, consisting of a I 
evaporating water from their surface, forceful spraying with water. I 
especially in a warm, dry room. Their More drastic methods will be needed 
roots must therefore be kept supplied for scale and the cottony white mealy bug. 8 
with enough water to compensate for See Sketch 3. For quick results, wrap a s 
this evaporation. It’s also to be remem- _ toothpick in cotton, or use a small brush; fe 
bered that a plant can take its food from ___ dip it in alcohol and touch each bug or s 
the soil only when it’s dissolved in water. _ scale with it. The tough, shell-like scales b 
may be scrubbed from the plants with a s 
Food: About every other month give toothbrush dipped in a strong, soapy 
your houseplants in 6- to 10-inch pots _ solution. If they’re dislodged, they soon a 
(see Sketch 1) 1 teaspoonful of complete, die. Oo 
balanced plant food—the kind you buy I 
in packages or sacks at the seedstore. Bejuvenate and Multiply: By this time n 
For smaller pots use a correspondingly — such plants as coleus and geraniums have ul 
smaller quantity. Work the food well grown lanky and lean. ir 
into the soil and water immediately. If This is the time to cut them back and 
you prefer to administer the plant food make new plants for bedding out. As dem- ul 
in liquid form, add 1 level teaspoonful to onstrated in Sketch 4, the old, leggy eC 
1 quart of water. Stir well and pour’ coleus top may be cut to furnish new 
around the plants. Don’t put it on the _ plants, leaving several sets of nodes (the n 
foliage or stems. joints from which leaves grow) on the li 
old plant. Even a stub without leaves \ 
Temperature: Have you ever noticed _ will sprout into a new, bushy plant. Use y' 
how much healthier plants look when _ the top shoots as cuttings. A coleus will h 
there are several growing in proximity root whether cut at an eye or not. If the SF 
to each other? leaves are large they should be shortened 19 
This is because each plant evaporates by cutting a piece from the tips. Place u 
a certain amount of moisture into the air the cuttings in a pot of sand. Invert a p 
and thereby produces a more moist at- jelly glass over the cutting and keep in w 
mosphere. This is healthier for both the light. If the cuttings start to root, n 
plants and people. they'll remain fresh in appearance and of 
The most difficult obstacle to over- should be placed in the sun. When they’re 
come in growing plants successfully is the well rooted, pot them in 2)-inch pots . 
usually hot, dry atmosphere in the room and remove the tip shoot to encourage fr 
in which they must live. Since a moist the plants to sprout out. If they grow fr 
atmospheric condition is of great im- tall, remove the tips repeatedly. By May al 
portance to plant as well as human _ all plants will be bushy and ready for re- ra 
health, we recommend the following moval to the garden, window box, or be 
several ways in which to add beneficial _ terrace. Thru the summer they will require ; 
moisture to a house that doesn’t have pinching back to keep them compact. V 
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You and your garden feel the urge of 
spring in March. You itch tc sink your 
spade deep and turn the earth. You know 
that lots of gardening can be done much 
earlier than most people believe, even in 
Minnesota and Vermont. Yet March gives 
the less enthusiastic plenty of alibis: the soil 
is too wet, the ground too cold. .. . You 
know these alibis; don’t use them. Get out 
and garden. 


Worms Make Bumps in Lawn: Arsenate 
of lead, applied 5 pounds to 1,000 square feet, 
will kill the earthworms and keep down 
grubs. It may be mixed with water and 
applied with a watering can, or mixed 
with sand and put on dry. 


Garden Calendar: Start now keeping a 
record each week of all the flowers and 
shrubs in bloom in your garden. It'll be 
valuable next fall and winter in planning 
additional plants for next year’s garden. 
Many people keep such a calendar. Per- 
haps you'd like a copy of “A Year in My 
Garden,” published by the Standard Diary 
Company, Cambridge, Massachusetts, for 
$1. It’s a diary all prepared for you. 


Spading and Feeding: WV hy put off spading 
for a month or more? Spade as soon as the 
soil is dried out. If it’s a heavy clay, it'll pay 
you to apply a 2- to 4-inch layer of coal 
ashes or a 2- to 3-inch layer of peatmoss, 
rotted leaves, or compost. Spade it over 
twice to get a thoro mixture. The plant food 
should be applied before spading so that it 
will get thoroly incorporated with the soil. 
Don’t try to do much spading in the peren- 
nial border; it'll do more harm than good. 


Spraying: If you didn’t get your dormant 
spray of oil or lime-sulphur applied earlier 
for the control of San Jose scale or other 
scales, there’s still time. It must be done 
before the leaves start to unfold. Every 
scale must be covered with spray to kill it. 

For those living in Virginia, Kentucky, 
and southern Missouri, there will be an 
opportunity to control the plant lice on 
snowballs late this month by spraying with a 
nicotine, pyrethrum, or rotenone spray as 
the buds open. The spray must be gotten 
into every cluster of unfolding leaves. 

To control the blight of peonies, cut off 
the old leaves and drench the crown around 
each peony with Bordeaux mixture. 


Remember the Flowers: Whether you 
live in Grosse Point, Michigan, or Roanoke, 
Virginia, there'll be ample opportunity to do 
your pruning. Remember, it’s mighty easy, 
however, to cut all the flowers off your 
spring-blooming shrubs by pruning now. 
Except for hydrangeas, leave them alone 
until after they bloom. Cut all overgrown 
plants of Redtwig and Yellowtwig Dog- 
wood to the ground for better-colored twigs 
next winter. Cut a few of the oldest branches 
of old shrubs clear to the ground. 


Get That Maleh Off: Remove the mulch 
from your perennial borders as soon as 
freezing and thawing are over. Most people 
are inclined to leave mulch on too long 
rather than remove it too early. Remove it 
before tops start to grow. 

From Maine to Kansas, from Idaho to 
Virginia, the old stems of perennials can be 
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By Victor H. Ries 


cut off. If any disease or serious insects were 
present last year, burn old stems. In the 
warmer sections—Kansas, Missouri, south- 
ern Ohio, and Connecticut—get out your 
wood rake or leaf broom and get the leaves 
off flower borders before growth starts. You 
can do it much quicker now with less 
damage to the plants. 

Now is a good time, whether you live in 
South Dakota or New Hampshire, to start 
spreading your compost as a topdressing on 
flower borders, lawns, and vegetable gar- 
dens. If it’s not thoroly decomposed, sift 
it thru a half-inch mesh screen. This leaves 
your compost pile ready to receive the 
winter mulches as you take them off and the 
leaves that you didn’t finish raking last fall. 


Tools That Stand the Gaff: [1's hard to 
garden without good tools. The best will 
outlast cheap ones. A high-grade steel spade 
or shovel is better than an ordinary one. 
You will find the following especially handy: 
a short-handle, round-point shovel; a 
steel spade; an iron rake; a narrow-blade 
hoe; a_ three-tooth fork cultivator; a 
pitchfork; and a trowel costing at least 
50 cents (not the cheaper ones). 


Feeding Your Garden: Lime, contrary to 
popular belief, isn’t a plant food but merely 
a treatment for acid soils. Don’t apply it 
unless recommended by your local county 
agricultural agent or agricultural experi- 
ment station. All gardens should be fed at 
least once a year, preferably oftener, supply- 
ing the three elements of nitrogen, phos- 
phorus, and potash that are usually lacking. 
This calls for a complete, balanced plant 
food. Three to four pounds per 100 square 
feet of soil surface is ample. Since the plant 
food goes downward only, it’s necessary to 
spread it over the entire surface. And since 
phosphorus penetrates less than an inch a 
year, it’s advisable to spade it into the soil. 


Hi He, Hi He, Off te Flower Shows We 
Ge: The big spring flower shows are 
worth a trip to see, no matter where you 
live. You'll talk about them for years to 
come. The dates: New York, March 12-18; 
Boston, March 16-21; Philadelphia, March 
20-25; Detroit, March 25 to April 2; 
Chicago, March 25 to April 2; St. Louis, 
March 18-26. 


M-m-m-m, Vegetables Right out of 
Your Garden: Start a vegetable garden as 
soon as you can spade the ground. Radishes, 
lettuce, spinach, carrots, beets, turnips, 
onion sets, and the early, smooth varieties of 
peas are all hardy and can be planted as 
soon as the frost is out of the ground. Try 
out a few new vegetables and some of the 
new varieties of the old ones. In the Corn- 
belt states plan to grow your summer 
radishes and lettuce in the shade of your 
cucumbers and melons growing up on lath 
trellises. They appreciate the shade and 
give several crops from the same space. 


You May Have Overlooked: Any of the 
following perennials may be planted this 
month or next, as soon as the ground is ready: 
gasplant, leopardsbane, Purple Coneflower, 
Stokes-aster, dwarf bleedingheart, baptisia, 
helenium, Aster frikarti, Veronica Blue Spire, 
Japanese Anemone, hardy Evans Begonia, 
and hardy amaryllis, or lycoris. 






















































Many shrubs may be grown 
from hardwood cuttings. 
Take 6 to 8 inches of last 
season’s growth and plant 
in garden as shown. This is 
especially successful with 
privet, hydrangea, golden- 
bells, cranberrybush, ar- 
rowwood, and coralberry » 





OLD 
FLOWERS 





Left, above: Snowhill Hydrangeas should be 
pruned back severely, nearly to the soil in 
spring. Right, above: Cut back Peegee Hydran- 
geas to one or two buds on each of last year’s 
flower stems. This treatment results in flowers 


Roll old lawns with a heavy 
roller to make surface level, 
compact, and to smooth out 
the piles of soil thrown up 
by earthworms. Such lawns 
are easier to mow and have a 
neater, groomed appearance > 







Set evergreens as deep as 
they originally grew in 
the nursery. Covering low- 
er branches delays their 
# success or may cause death 









CORRECT 


WINTER. 
CREEPER 











Where grass doesn’t thrive under trees, per- 
ennial and shrubby groundcovers are attractive 











28 


When Old and New Comtine 
Harmoniousty-~- THATS NEWS! 


By Christine Holbrook 


Better Homes & Gardens’ Home-Furnishings Director 


‘ 

SWEEPING into nationwide 
prominence comes an exciting new 
furniture style called Kentwood—a 
delightful compromise between the 
exquisite grace of Eighteenth-Cen- 
tury furniture and the practical sim- 
plicity of Modern. 

It’s the creation, not just of one 
designer and manufacturer, but of 
nine leading firms in the furniture indus- 
try. And it comes to us complete—a 
thrilling achievement in living-room, 
dining-room, bedroom, and occa- 
sional furniture with all the challeng- 
ing interest of the latest advance in 
design linked with the finest features 
of the furniture of the past. 





W: IAT’S more, not only have these 
nine leaders joined forces in develop- 
ing the Kentwood style, but design- 
ers and makers of fabrics, trimmings, 
and floor- and wall-coverings, sensing 
the importance of the trend, have fol- 
lowed suit with items of their own to 
combine flatteringly with Kentwood. 

A few of the pieces we’ve pic- 
tured here. Your own furniture deal- 
er has, or will soon have, a far wider 
choice—refreshingly new in spirit 
and execution—that follows slavishly 


. 


i 
1 
_ 


no bygone pattern, yet shuns the 
short-lived extravagances too often 
presented in the name of Modern. 

If you’re traditional-minded, this 
new furniture will appeal because of 
its original treatment of olden styles. 
If you’re a confirmed modern, you'll 
love it for its contemporary smart- 
ness tempered by the soundest quali- 
ties drawn from the past. Because of 
this very new-oldness, Kentwood 
combines perfectly both with true 
traditional and the more extreme 
versions of Modern. 


Wate the nine manufacturers 
producing Kentwood collaborated 
on the scheme as a whole, each was 
left entirely free to plan the details of 
his own particular contributions, 
interpreting them along his own indi- 
vidual lines. Thus there’s basic har- 
mony thruout the group, yet a fasci- 
nating variety of treatments. Not 
just one wood is used but the whole 
gamut, from walnut and mahogany 
to albawood, maple, and nutwoods. 

So, enthusiastically we give you 
Kentwood—a successful union, at 
last, between the lines of the past and 
present! 











PRP, 





Graceful, sweeping lines are distinguish- 
ing features of the new Kentwood furni- 
ture pieces (Grand Rapids Chair Co.) 





This console card table, 
new and modern, has the 
charm of a fine period piece 
@ (Imperial Furniture Co.) 
















The low-relief carving > 
lends old-time interest. 
(Mueller Furniture Co.) 







It’s sectional, so use it as a sofa, a 
love-seat, or three separate chairs 
(The Ralph Morse Furniture Co.) 


@# The most exquisite 
details of this sim- 
ple vanity are its 
subtly curved surfaces 
(John Widdicomb Co. ) 


The gold-etched design on the > 
mirror ends and the _ con- 
venient pull-out glass cos- 
metic tray at center front are 
lovely features of this dressing 
table (Johnson Furniture Co.) 
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Is there a man’s-size appetite in 
the house? A really ravenous, 
rip-snorting appetite that craves 
attention? Please step this way. 
Pull up a chair. Let your eyes 
rest upon this veritable rainbow 
of vegetables. Get a whiff of its 
garden goodness. From this 
point on, you’re on your own! 








AN APPETITE IN SEARCH OF A SOUP 


A man on his way home, and a menu at 
work in a woman’s mind. She shag 
thought of the weather,which vas 
somehow said “soup”. No 
farther away than the pantry 
were friendly rows of red- 
and-white cans. Two of them 
... marked ‘“‘Campbell’s 
Vegetable”. . . were taken to 






the kitchen, their quan- 
tity doubled by adding 
water, heated in a sauce- 
pan, transferred to a 
capacious tureen. It f 
was as simple as that. 


AH! THAT 
HITS THE SPOT! 


To a hungry man, woman, or child, 
Campbell’s Vegetable Soup is an invitation 
that won’t take “‘No” for an answer. As a 
main dish around which to build a hunger- 
halting luncheon or a satisfying supper, it 
has no equal. Best of all, this hearty, homey 
soup is simply delicious! 

It begins with a vigorous stock of beef, slow- 
simmered to extract its very essence. Into this 
broth go tender, tasty, baby limabeans; Golden 
Bantam corn; the famous, orange-hearted 


CAMPBELL'S VEGETABLE SOUP, 
MADE WITH FIFTEEN GARDEN 
VEGETABLES & RICH BEEF STOCK, 
IS AN INVITATION TO HUNGER! 












Chantenay carrots; onions and leek and peas 
and potatoes —in all, fifteen choice garden 
vegetables, cooked to bring you their full 
vegetable value. 

Every body needs vegetables. There is no 
better way to get them than in Campbell’s 
Vegetable Soup. And what vegetables they 
are, asa visit to Campbell’s kitchens will show 
you! As we started out to say, is anybody 
hungry around your house ? 


VEGETABLE 
SOUP 


A MEAL IN ITSELF 


« eu , 
— wit Beer STOCK Z 
LOOK FOR THE RED-AND-WHITE LABEL 
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Shrim 
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Butter 
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SETTER FOODS & EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT ~- Edited by Helen Homer 


Our FINNY FRIENDS are in for it now! Lay it 


to Lent, if you like—we’re bound to be cudgeling our brains for 

meatless meals from now till Easter. But Lent or no Lent, FO () p) \ 

winter-worn appetites are already yenning for things light and 

springy—for fish, for new-edition eggs, for bland and zippy 

cheeses. | N ) ) X 
But fish and their shelly brethren are definitely “‘it’’ this 


season. Crank them from cans, reel them in at markets, tease 
them out of streams, then dish them up in as many different 
manners as you serve fishy meals. 


As starters, to the left, we’ve landed for you Salmon Breads 
Platter with broccoli and ripe olives ... Deep-Dish Tuna Pie .. . Bran Corn Bread........ ..35 
Halibut Royal With Tartare Sauce . . . Shrimp Cocktail in : = 
Shells, and old-time Salmon Loaf with sliced-egg garnish. Corn-Bread Sticks.......... 65 
They’re all guaranteed palate-tempters, all chock-full of husky Cranberry Muffins.......... 35 


body-builders and minerals, all mighty fine eating.—/7. G. 











ag fr reer 36 
Onion Croutons............31 
? FIRST COURSE MAIN COURSE . VEGETABLE ACCOMPANIMENT DESSERT Orange-Nut Bread.......... 36 
Shrimp Cocktail Halibut Royal With French-Fried Spring Greens Lemon Pie Shamrock Rolls. ...........64 
% | Cocktail Sauce* Tartare Sauce* Potatoes French Dressing Coffee a 35 
© | Butter Wafers Brussels Sprouts Shamrock Rolls* on ee 
How to Do: Sea shells serve sea-food cocktails for shells. On frilly lettuce leaves sprinkle a smidgen of Cocktails and Sauces 
this shore dinner. It’s a new use for the usual oven- diced celery and arrange whole shrimps veined with Shrimp Cocktail 31 
going shells. Fill chowders with crushed ice; top with pimiento, crab meat, or tuna with chopped cucumber, = «© = os 
Cocktail Sauce............ ot 
A | Consommé Deep-Dish New Asparagus Hearts of Celery Apricot eer ieacenmmmnnatetnees ” 
3 §Onion Croutons Tuna Pie* Hot Potato Chips Bran Muffins Upside-Down Cake Shrimp Sauce..............35 
How to Do: Shamrock cutouts remind us that Saint one-dish meals. Combine flour, salt, and shortening. TRIO RIG oe. 6 5505856 0 
% Patrick’s Day and housecleaning are only one calendar Store in refrigerator; add water and bake. For croutons Tomato Sauce.............. 31 
< page away. Keep tuna and pastry-mix on hand for easy blend grated onion with butter; spread bread; cut; toast. 
Fish 
im eGrapefruit Salad Salmon Platter Broccoli With Sweet-Pickle Relish Sliced Peaches Baked Fish Fillets..........31 
Sweet French Hot Ripe Olives Hollandaise * Toasted Rolls Macaroon Chews Baked Tuna 35 
Dressing ee es a i rich RY ken g 
‘ ‘ , ‘ ep-Dish Tuna Pie... .... 
How to Do: Tardy meal-makers will harbor this twin and broccoli. Open two flat cans of salmon; place cans aren. ses - 
salmon platter. You can dock the meal in 30 minutes with in one inch of hot water. Heat thoroly. Perky grape- Fish and Corn..............36 
a good can-opener and management. Begin with potatoes fruit is grand with fish. Heat olives in their liquid. 
Halibut Royal.............64 
; og ee 64 
Celery-Tomato Oyster Soufflé * Savory Beets Shredded New Apple Pie 
Soup Baked Potatoes Cabbage Salad Cheese Salmon Loaf............... 65 
Corn Puffs Hot Loaf Bread . 
: Saleem PIsteer. . 2. secs sce 31 
How to Do: This non-sag soufflé is a pearl of an oyster cup chopped onion. Cook tender. Add 1 No. 2 can diced Sal Souffl 36 
dish—rich in minerals and vitamins. Savory Beets add beets and juice. Add 1 tablespoon cornstarch blended picts: remit ener 
brightness. Fry two or three strips bacon, diced. Add 4% with 2 tablespoons vinegar. Simmer 10 minutes. Savory Baked Pike.........36 
, a ‘ ; Jams and Jellies 
Tomato Juice Baked Fish Fillets Whole Spring Salad * Pineapple Tapioca i 
Lemon Slices Browned Potatoes Hot Rolls Walnut Crisps Dried-Fig Jam With Orange. .40 
Buttered Onions Ginger-Apricot Conserve... .40 
How to Do: Frozen fillets are a good ocean catch for naise or salad dressing; sprinkle with chopped onion, cel- Dineen I Jelly 40 
inland kitchens. Place on parchment paper (sure, use ery seed, lemon juice, and buttered corn flakes. Fold pa- ee ee eee 
the wrapper) in shallow baking pan. Spread with mayon- per securely. Bake in very hot oven (450°) 15 minutes. Minted Pineapple Jelly... . . .40 
Pineapple-Apricot Jam...... 40 
Fruit Cup Salmon Loaf* Green Beans Cucumber Garnish Chocolate Squares 
Sliced-Egg Garnish Scalloped Potatoes Whole-Wheat With Ice Cream Main Dishes 
Muffins Macaroni Loaf... ......0.00: 65 
How to Do: Contrasting flavor- and color-garnishes of eating fish. Beware of high temperatures when baking 
step up fish popularity. Partially slice cucumber sections; scalloped potatoes. They'll curdle in disgust. Hard- Salads 
insert radish slices. Sauces add much to the pleasure cook eggs in water below the boiling point always. a 
ere 64 











ock Turtle Soup Macaroni Loaf* Whole Carrots New Onions and Queen Anne Cherries Soups 
Salted Wafers Tomato Sauce Radishes in Lime Gelatine Onion S 
Corn-Bread Sticks * MON SOUP... . ee eeeeeenes 
















How to Do: Here macaroni, cheese, and eggs step into Tomato Sauce—make this one—brown 1 tablespoon flour Vegetables 


meat’s shoes with body-builders and energy-givers ga- and 1 teaspoon minced onion in 1 tablespoon butter. Add 
lore. Don’t dirty all the pans in the kitchen making 1 10%4-ounce can condensed tomato soup, undiluted. Savory Beets............... 31 











Recipes for “‘So Good Meals” on Page 64 Send Recipes New for 
‘ 
t-operating With Better Homes & Gardens: Pottery, Vernon Kilns pape ce AE 
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By Nancy Barbara Shearer 


For crusty goodness 





“ 

= seen the stair brush?” (or the radiator brush or 
the push broom), you bark irritably as you stalk thru kitchen 
and hallways, glaring into dark corners, jerking open doors. 
If you’re lucky you find it eventually—in the basement where 
most household cleaning equipment seems to gravitate. 

But why all this ado? Brushes need wise housing. A vac- 
uum-cleaner parked in the attic wouldn’t see much service, 
so why expect much good from brushes scattered yon and 
hither? With all the new or revamped models just itching 
to take the work out of housework, it’s only common sense 
to store them where they’re handy and now and then remind 
us of their presence. Likely there’s a door in or adjacent to 
your kitchen that could be dedicated to brushes—inside your 
cleaning closet, on the rear of your basement door, or hidden 
in a good-size cupboard. Light brushes hang on the door; 
heavier ones occupy the closet itself. Start the nucleus of your 
brush collection there—and keep it growing! 

Brushes have turned specialists. I can’t think of a cleaning 
job that hasn’t a brush especially designed to tackle it, thus 
immeasurably lightening our homework. 











Just which brushes you’ll want depends on the needs of 
your household. There’s a forked dusting mop that cleans 
speedily between spindles and around furniture legs and 
rings. Its chemically treated yarn head picks up dirt and 
holds it. Both this duster and its smaller, single-prong sister 
wash beautifully—a gentle, lukewarm suds and several rins- 
ings turning the trick. You even may have one that slips 
from its metal frame to be washed. 

If you’ve Venetian blinds you'll probably want the spe- 
cially designed, handy camel’s-hair or lamb’s-wool brush with 
a fork that cleans both sides at once. It’s the only thing we’ve 
found that reaches not only the slats, but back of the tape 
as well. Another specialized brush is the long-handle radiator 
cleaner, a slim, limber affair that gets all the dust hiding so 
elusively between radiator coils. Simply lay a damp cloth 





THE FULLER BRUSH ComPaNy ; Photograph by Frank Willming 


1. Furniture brush with soft bristles for upholstered fur- 
niture. 2. Scouring brush. 3. Radiator brush. 4. Bowl brush. 


5. Venetian-blind duster. 6. Bathtub brush. 7. Wall and over the top of the radiator, then thrust and twist the brush 

ceiling brush which cleans without streaking. 8. Push broom in the crevices. The cloth catches most of the dust and your 

for smooth surfaces. 9. Window brush with rubber drier radiators are irreproachable. A similar one-prong brush 
dusts bedsprings. (Just spread papers on your oor.) 


A dustpan brush has sturdy bristles to do [ Turn to page 67 
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Photographs by John W. Barry 
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“No businessman would think of burdening his memory 
with half the details we homemakers try to carry in mind” 


Keep House 
ith a 


emory board 


By Grace Ellis 


Wirex friends say to me, as frequently 
they do, ‘‘Of course, you can do it. You’re 
such a crack manager!” I inevitably feel 
like Rastus in his coffin, at whom Dinah 
wanted to peek, to see if it really was he that 
all the eulogies were about. 

One thing’s certain. Whatever evidences 
my home and family may show of mana- 
gerial direction are the result not of talents 
born, but of habits painfully acquired. In a 
word, such suggestions as I’m about to drop 
aren’t those of a Managerial Martha, of a 
woman born to timing, routine, and a sense 
of order. I’ve never been able to follow a 
time schedule, nor to get more than two 
labels pasted on linen closet shelves in my 
life, tho you’ll find name cards over the 
bathroom towel racks. 

No, these are the mouthings of a Home- 
making Mary, of a conscientious but untal- 
ented Hausfrau, who, having struggled for 
ten years to get her homemaking socks to 
match, discovers suddenly. that it really 






**My children adore chalking up their goings and comings”’ 


shouldn’t have been such a job after all. 
“Only why,” she mutters from time to time, 
“‘didn’t someone wise me up before?” 

Why, in days gone by, didn’t some Mana- 
gerial Martha pause, in the midst of those 
nice abstractions about spirit-of-the-home 
and such, to buoy me up with some simple 
and workable admonitions like these: 


Save your precious mental energy for 
making judgments! You'll need it! Don’t 
allot a single smidgen of it for “‘keeping 
track of things.” 

It was our orderly newspaper editor—I 
happen to live with him, legally—who once 
informed me that it wasn’t physical fatigue I 
felt at the end of the day, but mental fag. It 
made me mad, but he was right. It isn’t 
really physical labor—modern equipment 
being what it is—that gives modern Marys 
the jitters. It’s the multiplicity of details, the 
confusion of things to be remembered. 


Bobby needs a new polo shirt. There’s a pull 


off the guest-room curtain. The plumber 
must be called about a radiator. Betsy’s 
dental card due Friday. Upstairs windows 
need washing. Popcorn balls promised for 
the grade-room party this very day. Oh, my 
goodness ! 

No businessman would think of burdening 
his memory with half the details we home- 
makers try to carry constantly in mind. He 
wouldn’t dare. Neither would we if the 
tenure of our jobs depended upon efficiency 
of service. 

A pencil or chalk kept in hand and made 
a habit can, I honestly believe, cut literal 
chunks off any woman’s brain fag. 


Mucu has been said about the kitchen- 
planning desk. I don’t doubt its utility for 
the Marthas of the land. The Marys may 
profit more, I’m inclined to believe, from 
some easier-to-get-at surface on which mem- 
ory-joggers may be noted just as they come 
to mind, while the gravy [ Turn to page 76 
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PROBLEMS 





SuppiNG SEAMSTRESS 


Fan fer Convaleseents 


Generally it’s not the sickness as much as the 
convalescence that distracts parents. So here’s 
a surprise package plan. 

When my son had his tonsils removed, I 
bought an inexpensive set of china cats, 
wrapped them separately, and wrote on the 
outside of each when it was to be opened. 
There was one for each half day, for three 
days, all eagerly looked forward to. I’ve 
done the same for long auto trips. For an 
older youngster, a pencil box might start 
the series, followed by pencils, ruler, eraser, 
and such. A little girl would love a set of 
dishes parceled out in the same way.—Mrs. 
j. M. Fulmer, Greencastle, Indiana. 


Rudy Vallee Announcing 


Most children start music practice with fine 
enthusiasm, then quickly let it lag. So let 
Rudy help you! 

After a half-dozen lessons on the saxo- 
phone, my 9-year-old grew bored. Rather 
than stop the lessons, I decided to use a little 
psychology. He adored imitating radio an- 
nouncers, so for one dollar we bought him a 
small microphone and set aside a certain 
hour for his “‘program.”’ Now he announces 
himself as Rudy Vallee, Bing Crosby, or his 
current favorite, and practices without a 
murmur.—Mrs. R. A. Mott, Rochester, New 
York. 


Ne Mere Vacation Bugaboos 
Here’s a bright thought, equally good for 


Saturdays or vacation days which youngsters 
enjoy and parents so often don’t. 




















Our son and his “‘gang,” are all about 


nine, too old to be supervised like babies, 
too young to be allowed the free run of the 
countryside. Saturdays were bugbears to 
us mothers, with all sorts of complaints 
lodged by irate neighbors. I hit upon the 
idea of asking a responsible older brother of 
one of the youngsters, a first-class Scout, to 
take the boys on an “‘all-day hike” from 
10 a. m. to 3 p. m. Together the leader and 
I planned a program for each week, and he 
was paid 20 cents an hour for his time. 
One week the project was fire building. 
Another was a fishing trip. The boys learned 
much and delighted in their hikes—and we 
adults breathed sighs of relief.—Margaret B. 
Brockway, Fayetteville, New York. 


Who’s a Stutterer? 


How one longs to help the bright boy or girl 
who is tongue-tied by shyness! Here’s a way 
to do it. 

My 9-year-old daughter had a good mind 
and read really well, but was so shy she 
became tongue-tied and nearly stammered 
when reciting lessons or was trying to tell 
what she’d seen or heard. The following plan 
cured her in a matter of weeks. 

I'd refer to some book or story I knew 
she’d read, saying ever so casually, ““That’s 
a very interesting story. I wanted to read it 
myself but couldn’t get to it. Would you tell 
me about it?” Or, “I’ve forgotten that in- 
cident. What was it?” 

In the firm conviction that she was oblig- 
ing me, her self-consciousness fell away like 
magic and her vocabulary definitely and 
quickly improved. I began when we were 
alone, then drew in members of the family 
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and friends. Soon she was talking freely be- 
fore anyone.—Mrs. Linda Covin, Hamburg, 
Illinois. 


If a Three-Year-Old Can Do It— 


Just what are we going to do with these 
youngsters who leave rooms in an uproar, 
toys and clothes all over the floor? 

My little daughter is not yet 3, but for the 
past few months she’s been putting her 
clothes away, and often assembles them at 
dressing time. Her dresses hang on hooks 
easily reached. When the dresses are ironed 
and ready to put away, she places them on 
the hangers on the hooks. Special drawers, 
within her reach, are for her underclothes. 
She knows where to put each garment, in- 
cluding her socks. It’s not only a great help 
to me, but also I feel that it’s fine training 
for her.—Mrs. Winnie Murphree, Wedowee, 
Alabama. 


Picking Party 


But plenty of boys and girls didn’t start their 
orderliness campaign at three. So some par- 
ents have made a game of it. 

In rearing my family of six youngsters, I 
found cluttered floors quite a problem after 
playtimes were over. So I suggested a “‘pick- 
ing party” after which they could have a 
special treat or do something they much de- 
sired. Like magic the room became spick- 
and-span.—Mrs. M. M. Rudolph, Spring 
Hill, West Virginia. 


Playing ““Order”’ 


We’re teaching our children orderliness 
by making a game of it. Mary, whom we 
term “Little Lady”’ in our game of “‘Order,”’ 
has the top drawer for her toys; Tommy, 
**Little Man,” has the next; and “‘Baby,”’ the 
lowest drawer. All the drawers move very 
easily. The children have learned that when 
they finish playing, their toys must be 
placed in their respective drawers. This con- 
stitutes playing “‘Order.”’ Now if I overlook 
putting something in its proper place I im- 
mediately hear, ‘Mummy didn’t play Or- 
der!””—Mrs. Martha Huld, Portland,Oregon. 


Owner Redeems It 


We tried this very plan at our house last win- 
ter. It worked beautifully! 

Our two children, 12 and 14, had a habit 
of scattering coats, school books, and such, 
until we put this plan in effect. Whenever a 
person leaves his clothes or books on the 
floor, in chairs, or out of place at all, the 
one who picks them up and puts them away 
in the right place collects a nickel from the 
guilty party. It’s special fun for them when 
they collect a nickel from me!—Mrs. H. B. 
Schmidt, Harvard, Illinois. 


Shame Did It 


Various ingenious and not unduly harrowing 
methods of punishment for strewers have been 
suggested, this one having solved the prob- 
lem in our home. 

Our young daughter could make her bed 
nicely, straighten her room, and dust it ex- 
pertly whenever we expected guests. Other- 
wise she made her bed very [ Turn to page 58 


Cenducted by Gladys Denny Shultz 
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Cranbe Combine 1 cup raw, chopped cranberries and 4 cup sugar. ’ 
Maffins Sift 2 pats Sow, Y{ teaspoon salt, 34 Pub A soda, and C O O K S RO UND TAB L E 


*REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


4 cup sugar. Mix 1 slightly beaten egg, 34 cup sour milk 
or buttermilk, and 4 tablespoons melted shortening; add to dry ingredients and 
stir until just mixed. Add cranberries, mixing slightly. Fill greased muffin pans two- 
thirds full. Bake in hot oven (400°) 20 minutes. Makes 1 dozen muffins.—Mrs. 
George D. Owens, Muncie, Indiana. 

Make miniature Cranberry Muffins for late afternoon tea. Whether March be 
lion- or lamb-like, they’ll be a favorite. For extra crustiness, sprinkle with sugar 
before you pop them into the oven. They make an occasion of Sunday-morning break- 
fast with grapefruit, scrambled eggs, little pig sausages, and steaming hot coffee. 


of Endorsed Recipes” 


TASTING. TEST KITCHEN 





Fish Dishes 





Bran Thoroly cream 1 cup shortening and 4% cup sugar; add 
Corn Bread 2 beaten eggs and beat. Add 1% cups all-bran and 1 


cup milk; mix well and allow to stand a few minutes. Add 
1 cup flour, sifted with 4 cup yellow corn meal, 4% teaspoon salt, and 3 teaspoons 
baking powder; beat thoroly. Bake in greased, 74-inch square pan in hot oven 
(400°) 25 to 30 minutes.—Alice Fadrow, Richmond Hill, N. Y. 

A man’s meal and a man’s bread—serve onion soup, Swiss steak with mushrooms, 
baked potatoes, spring salad bowl with garlic dressing, and Bran Corn Bread. Com- 
plement with toasted crackers and assorted cheeses plus coffee. For quick Onion 
Soup, brown thin onion slices in butter; add canned consommé and heat thoroly. 





Sunday-Morning Sift 3 cups flour, 4 tea- 

Rolls spoon salt, 314 teaspoons 
baking powder, and 4% 

cup granulated sugar. Mix 24 cup milk, 2 beaten 

eggs, and 4 cup melted shortening, cooled; add 

to dry ingredients. Roll to 44-inch thickness on \ 

lightly floured surface. Combine 4 cup melted 

butter, 1 teaspoon cinnamon, and 4% cup granu- 

lated sugar; spread over dough. Roll as for jelly 

roll and cut in %-inch slices. Combine 1 cup 

brown sugar, }4 cup melted butter, and-44 cup 

broken California walnut meats; sprinkle in 

greased muffin pans. Arrange slices over mixture. 

Bake in moderate oven (375°) 25 to 30 minutes. 

Remove from pans immediately. Makes 2 dozen 

rolls.—Mrs. Devereux Hunt, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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Fidelis Harrer 





Flake one 7-ounce can tuna in greased baking dish. Combine Baked Tuna 
3 beaten eggs, 4 teaspoon salt, 144 teaspoon pepper, % tea- 

spoon paprika, 1 tablespoon minced onion, 2 tablespoons chopped celery, 4% cup 
cracker crumbs, and 3 tablespoons melted butter; add 2 cups scalded milk; pour 
over tuna. Bake in moderately slow oven (325°) about 70 minutes, Garnish with 
shrimp. Serve with Shrimp Sauce: Combine 2 tablespoons butter, 214 tablespoons 
flour, 34 cup water, and 1 teaspoon lemon juice; cook over low heat until thick and 
smooth. Add 1 tablespoon chopped sweet pickle or capers and one No. 1 can 
whole shrimp, cleaned. Serves 4.—Mrs. R. T. Chambers, Baden, Missouri. 
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The House That Color Makes 


Richly harmonious both inside and out 


Photographs by Ernest Graham 


are the colors in the charmingly informal 
rambling Colonial home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Denny, of Atlanta, Georgia 


By Susan Jones Medlock 


\\ HY do passers-by look, and then delightedly look 
again at the Richard Denny home on Nacoochee Drive Skillfully unconventional is the Dennys’ rambling Georgia home with 
in Atlanta, Georgia? It’s a rambling California Colonial its white-coated brick, canary yellow front door and blinds, French gray 
house, but there’s nothing very novel about that. trim. There’s royal blue on the porch floor, and autumn brown shingles 
But what is novel, and utterly charming, is the in- 
dividual color scheme of the house with a canary yellow 
front door and autumn brown roof. As foil for this en- 
chanting color, the Dennys have chosen for the walls 
a brick veneer finished with white cement and stucco 
coating, and French gray for trim. Then, to link the 
indoor and outdoor color harmonies, Mrs. Denny has 
skillfully decorated her bedroom (running parallel to 
the front of the house) in blue and yellow, with bright 
canary curtains lending still another flash of warmth to 
the exterior. 
The rooms within are as bright and lovely as the 
yellow door promises. A step down from the entrance 
hall is the long, narrow living-room, at right angles to 
the front of the house. Its woodwork and the wood- 
panel Gothic ceiling have been stained a delicate tur- 
quoise blue called Chelsea, then waxed. The wails are off- 
white, the solid rug an antique turquoise that’s quite 
perfect with the red-violet of the Chippendale sofa. 
Full-length draperies, hanging from a[ Turn to page 73 


In the living-room a wood ceiling combines with white-painted walls. 
Draperies are flowered in mauve, pink, blue, and yellow on white. Cor- 
nices are painted mauve, repeating the color in the slip-covers and draperies 


In the dining-room the woodwork and carpet are blue-green, The pine-panel den is a favorite spot at the Dennys’, with its maple furni- 
walls, off-white. Canary yellow lines the cupboard and draperies ture, flowered chintzes, and a deep, rich mulberry carpet to carry the theme 
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AS LITTLE AS $72.55* PER MONTH 
will buy this friendly American Colonial, 
especially designed for the National Hous- 
ing Guild by Dwight James Baum, fa- 
mous American architect. 20 years to pay. 
Complete details in“ The Home Idea Book.” 
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* Prices are approximations only and will vary according to 
local conditions. They are for the house only (not land) and 
include payments on principal, interest, FHA insurance, fire 
insurance and estimated taxes. It is assumed that the cost 
of the land is equivalent to the FHA required down payment. 


A New and Simple Way to get 


te 


By Crawford Heath 
The New Guildway Method Helps You Build 


Send for your copy of “The 
Home Idea Book”—yours for only 
10 cents, to cover postage and han- 


and Own the Home You Want on 
Convenient Monthly Terms 


F YOU were like most young, en- 

gaged couples, you spent many 
hours planning, romancing and 
dreaming about the time when you 
could build a home of your own. Since 
those happy, carefree days you have 
often discussed it—yet, for one rea- 
son or another, this dream house of 
yours has failed to materialize. 


What, then, has happened to pre- 
vent you from realizing your ambi- 
tion? Inability to save enough for a 
substantial down payment? Difh- 
culty in obtaining satisfactory financ- 
ing? An unwillingness to tackle what 
appeared to be a terrific undertak- 
ing? Belief that the cost of building 
is too high? Lack of sufficient in- 
formation on how to proceed? 


There are thousands of couples, 
today, who, like yourselves, are de- 
priving themselves of the one thing 
they long to have, either because 
they’ve failed to get the latest facts 
on home building and financing, or 
because they have been misinformed. 

It is the purpose of this article to 
present facts as they really exist— 
for never in our time has it been so 
easy to build and own a home—get 
more house for the money—on better 
terms—than it is right now. 


The three Guildway houses shown 
on these two pages are typical exam- 
ples of what can be done. Compare 
these beautiful designs—these prac- 
tical floor plans—the all-inclusive 
monthly charges—the modern 
money-saving building materials — 
with houses of ten or fifteen years 
ago! Don’t you agree that these 
houses are better buys on every,point? 


Until recently, building was fre- 
quently a complicated affair—financ- 
ing was hard to get—large down 
payments were required—carrying 
charges were often expensive. In- 
formation and authoritative advice 
were difficult to obtain. There was an 
absence of any local central head- 
quarters—any complete “wrapped- 
up” plan for prospective home 
builders. 


Planned and Built for You— 
Bought Like a Car 
Today, the situation is entirely 
changed. The National Housing 
Guild in communities throughout 
the country provides one headquar- 
ters where you can get 


dling. This authoritative book will 
give you complete information on 
the newest development in home 
building —The National Housing 
Guild. This country-wide organiza- 
tion, with local members represent- 
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complete advice on home 
building—select the plan 
that suits you best from a t 
large variety of plans by 
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Today, anyone with afew hundred leading national and local = f SPs" = Tuvine noom]’ 
dollars in the bank and a modest in- architects—obtain in ad- whe? OT sf 
come can build a home for about the vance cost figures for the beet]; — 
same as his present monthly rent. entire job—and buy that NT — ed 
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Yo a single transaction with 


financing arranged on a convenient 
monthly basis. 


ing the leading architects, suppliers, 
lending organizations, real-estate 
men and contractors in your com- 
munity, has its headquarters at your 


local Johns-Manville Dealer. 


Here, you can obtain specific ad- 
vice and help in planning, building 
and financing one of the many 
new Guildway houses, specially de- 
signed for economical construction 
by foremost national and local 
architects. 


GUILDWAY HOUSE NO. 4 


AS LITTLE AS $32.09* PER MONTH 


will buy this delightful American cottage 
designed by Randolph Evans. 25 years to 
pay. See “The Home Idea Book” for other 
attractive Guildway house designs. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 











a a Aa 


. * oe ewes «2 & «<o wee m& «bd 


_— ry 


























Why You Need “The Home idea Book” 


“The Home Idea Book” was es 
cially prepared by Johns-Manville 
asa hel ful guide to home planning. 
You'll find : an invaluable aid in 
getting started—a ready reminder of 
things you might forget to include in 

our house—a constant reference 
teak on almost every building sub- 
ject—a rich source of the latest home 
ideas. Fully illustrated, with man 
pictures in color, it outlines the « f 
vantages of various architectural 
styles—tells you which floor plans 

ive larger rooms, yet cost less to 
Salt arel complete information 
on modern kitchen arrangements, 
smart bathrooms, basement play- 
rooms, attic rooms, interior planning, 
color treatments. 

It also tells about marvelous new ma- 
terials that minimize the risk of plaster 
cracking—save repairs—make homes 
safer against f.re. Tells how to make your 
home cooler in summer, warmer in win- 
ter, how to cut fuel bills up to 30% with 
scientific insulation, and why it is cheaper 
to insulate during building. Other pages 
are devoted to the latest facts on new 
low-cost financing plans—a guide to how 
much house you can afford on your in- 
come—plans for modernizing old houses 
—and many other helpful suggestions. 


14 New Guildway House Designs 
With Each Copy 
Since its first edition, more than 300,000 
home owners have found the facts in 


“The Home Idea Book” helpful—au- 







A WASTED BASEMENT can be easily converted into a favorite extra living 


thoritative—the ideal starting place for 
building or remodeling. Now, revised and 
improved, filled with the latest ideas— 
this book includes 14 new Guildway 
houses by leading American architects. 
Why not send for your copy today and 
learn how easy it is to get the home = 
long to own? “The Home Idea Book” 
yours for only 10 cents—to cover rere 
and handling. See coupon below. 

























LUXURIOUS BATH- 
ROOMS are possible at 
low cost when smart, 
new Johns-Manville 
Asbestos Wainscoting 
ts used. Large sheets 
easily applied on new 
or old walls. Many at- 
tractive colors and 3 
distinctive styles—tile 
design, unscored pan- 
els and marbleized. 
Easy to clean. 


NO PAINT IS REQUIRED to preserve these charming 


J-M Asbestos Siding Shingles. Have the desired ap- ‘ 
pearance of hand-split shingles plus many superior 4 
qualities—fireproof, rotproof, permanent as stone. kL 

| 

G a 
















THIS J-M SALEM Asbestos Roof Shingle 
is fireproof, unaffected by rain, snow, 
sun or wind—yet it is in the best Early 
American tradition. Truly a “lifetime” 
roof—it will not rot, split or decay— 
requiring little if any upkeep expense. 


room when walls and ceilings are covered with J-M Insulating Board Panels 


with new “Clazecoat’” surface. 


Many attractive designs. 


Inexpensive. 


Quickly applied. See “The Home Idea Book” for extra-room suggestions. 


YOU CAN CUT FUEL BILLS up to 
30% and make rooms warmer in 
winter, cooler in summer when J-M 
Rock Wool Home Insulation stands 
between you and the weather. The 
fascinating story of this marvelous 
product is described in “The Home 
Idea Book.” See coupon at right. 
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THIS GUILD SEAL identifies the local Building Headquarters in 





your town. Here you can obtain plans, s nah ea and cost 
igures for the 14 houses in “The Home I 
attractwe Guildway houses by local architects. 


a Book” —also other 
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GUILDWAY HOUSE NO. 5 


MONTH 


“The Home Idea Book.” 
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AS LITTLE AS $48.68* PER 
will buy this charming 
home designed by Miller, Martin 
and Lewis. 20 years to pay. One 
of the 14 real buys déscribed in 


“THE HOME IDEA BOOK” PLUS 
THESE 14 ATTRACTIVE HOUSE 
DESIGNS AND FLOOR PLANS 








BOOK 











MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


Here, at last, is an authoritative 
guide to better building. Helps 
avoid costly mistakes. Complete 
facts on new low-cost financing 
plans. Facts on architectural styles, 
exteriors, floor plans, interiors, col- 
or treatments, building materials 
that reduce costs, new comforts, 
modernizing procedure. Complete 
details on new Guildway Method 
that ends building worries—saves 
time and money. Also, 14 new house 
designs included with each copy of 
“The Home Idea Book” (10 cents 
to cover postage and handling). 


JOHNS-MANVILLE 


JOHNS-MANVILLE, Dept. BHG-3 
22 East 40th Street, New York City 

Enclosed find 10 cents in coin for my 
copy of “The Home Idea Book” including 
14 attractive house and floor plans. I am 
planning to 0 build, 0 remodel. Also, 
send me special information on the new 
local Guildway Plan 0 

I am especially interested in 0 Home 
Insulation, O Insulating Board for extra 
rooms, C) Asbestos Shingle Roof, 0) Asbes- 
tos Siding Shingles. (In Canada, address 
Johns-Manville, Led., Laird Drive, 
oronto, Ontario.) 


Name 





Street 
City 


State 
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Do your children 
get along WELL? 
...this energy drink 
can help! 


Children are happier... get along 
better with other children... when 
they have an abundance of health- 
ful energy. The average active child 
consumes great quantities of energy 
... which must be replaced. Thou- 
sands of mothers are turning to 
COCOMALT. 


No “Coaxing” 
With Cocomalt! 


Children take to COCOMALT with 
the same enthusiasm they show for 
ice cream! And, every glassful, 
mixed with milk, provides the 
equivalent of 1 to 2 hours of play 
energy to the average child (de- 
pending on the age). 

Put this energizing food drink on 
your ‘shopping list today. It’s sold 
by grocery and drug stores every- 
where. Serve it to the whole family, 
with meals, and at bedtime. Coco- 
MALT is always welcome! 


Werther! Every glass 


of COCOMALT with milk gives 
youngsters /@. 4 


of play 
ENERGY.* 





* The measurements of energy used in this ad- 
wertisement have been estimated by applying the 
energy value of Cocomalt to the energy expendi- 
tures of various occupations as covered in ‘'The 


Foundations of Nutrition’’ by Dr. Mary Swartz 
Rose, authoritative textbook in this field. 








Here's Jelly-Shelf Tonic! 


By Jean Byers 


Director, Better Homes & Gardens’ 
Tasting-Test Kitchen 


Wauen March blew in, Great- 
grandmother made a beeline for the 
sulphur and molasses. She never 
could abide the droopy appetites 
and tired feeling that attacked her 
family in the springtime. But what a 
lot she could have spared them if 
she’d looked to the jelly shelf instead 
of the medicine closet! 

An empty jelly shelf is one of the 
worst ills that can attack a home in 
the early spring, and it’s no uncom- 
mon malady either. No matter how 
many glasses of luscious spreads we 
store away in summer, this season 
seems to catch us with the cupboard 
bare, just when we crave delicate 
fresh fruit flavors to pep up our in- 
terest in everyday foods. Droopy 
appetites, indeed! All they needed 
was the “tonic” of something to eat 
—quivering spreads of honey and 
pineapple, jams of canned and 
citrus fruits, sun-dried figs, and gold- 
en apricots. 


So JAMS and jellies it is, with an 
easy, speedy method all worked out 
for us by experts. Using the short- 
boil method we’re ready to paraffin 
the spreads just 15 minutes after pre- 
paring the fruits. We’ve also two- 
thirds more glasses than we’d have 
had with the long-boil system. And 
not a drop of delicious fruit flavor 
boiled off in steam. 

Certainly these spring jams and 
jellies should have a “different” 
touch. That’s part of the cure. Try 
something you’ve never had before 
—pineapple and apricot jam, for a 
starter. Then there’s a delicate green 
pineapple-mint jelly to honor St. 
Pat on his birthday and a mara- 
schino-honey jelly, all tempting pink- 
ness and piquant flavor. Don’t forget 
dried figs, cheap as can be and all 
dressed up with lemon juice and 
orange rind, for the most particular 
kind of company. You’re sure to 
want golden apricots on the list. 
Make them up with crystallized 
ginger and thin slices of crisp Brazil 
nuts for a jammy treat. 

For perfect results make only sin- 
gle batches. Get out your largest 
kettle; a small one doesn’t allow for 
boiling freedom. Remember, a full 
rolling boil is a high-tossing, tum- 
bling tempest where the bubbles 
cannot be stirred down. Accuracy in 
measuring and in timing is essential. 
Use standard measuring cups or, 
better yet, weigh the ingredients. 
Watch the clock or set the timer— 
don’t guess. 

Here are recipes that turn out 
spreads, each one a tonic for spring- 
time appetites. Follow directions 
exactly and you'll net a perfectly 
delicious product every time: 





EDWARD H. REHNQUIST 


Perfect antidote for drooping appetites is golden Pine- 
apple-Apricot Jam, cooked by the short-boil method 


Minted Pineapple Jelly 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 
5 cups (24% 
pounds) sugar 


2% cups crushed, 
canned pine- 


14 teaspoon green 
liquid vege- 
table coloring 

V bottle fruit 


apple, drained pectin 
14 cup lemon 16 teaspoon 
juice spearmint or 
peppermint 
extract 


Combine sugar, pineapple, and 
lemon juice in large saucepan. Bring 
to boiling quickly; add coloring to 
desired tint. As soon as mixture boils, 
add fruit pectin, stirring constantly. 
Bring to full rolling boil and boil 
hard 4% minute. Remove from heat 
and add extract. Skim; pour quick- 
ly into glasses. Seal immediately. 
Makes about seven 6-ounce glasses. 


Maraschino-Honey Jelly 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


¥ bottle fruit 
pectin 


3 cups strained 
honey 
1 cup maraschino 
cherry juice 
Mix honey and maraschino cherry 
juice (from bottled cherries) in large 
saucepan. Bring to boiling quickly 
and immediately add fruit pectin, 
stirring constantly. Bring to full roll- 
ing boil and remove from heat at 
once. Skim; pour quickly into glasses. 
Seal at once. Makes five 6-ounce 
glasses. 


Dried-Fig Jam With Orange 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


\4 cup grated 


114 cups (34 t 
orange rind 


pound) stemmed, 


dried figs 5 cups (24% 
2 cups water pounds) sugar 
Juice of 2 1 bottle fruit 
lemons pectin 


Chop figs. Add water, lemon juice, 
and grated orange rind. Combine 3 
cups fig mixture and sugar in large 
kettle. Bring to full rolling boil over 
high heat. Stir constantly before and 


during boiling. Boil hard 3 minutes. 
Remove from heat and stir in fruit 
pectin. Skim; pour quickly into 
glasses. Seal at once. Makes nine 
6-ounce glasses. 


Ginger-Apricot Conserve With 
Brazil Nuts 


[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


lo pound (about 1 cup sliced 


2 cups) dried Brazil nut 
apricots meats 
3 cups water 1 bottle fruit 
6 cups (3 pounds) pectin 


sugar 
34 cup chopped, 
crystallized ginger 


Soak apricots in water overnight. 
Drain, reserving liquid. Chop or 
grind apricots; return to liquid. 
Combine apricots, sugar, ginger, 
and nut meats. Bring to full rolling 
boil over high heat. Stir constantly 
before and during boiling. Boil hard 
3 minutes. Remove from heat and 
stir in fruit pectin. Skim; pour quick- 
ly into glasses. Seal at once. Makes 
about eleven 6-ounce glasses. 


Pineapple-Apricot Jam 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 
61% cups (34 
pounds) sugar 


1 bottle fruit 
pectin 


14 pound dried 
apricots 

3 cups water 

214 cups crushed, 
canned pine- 
apple and sirup 


Soak apricots in water overnight. 
Drain; do not reserve liquid. Chop or 
grind apricots. Combine 134 cups 
apricots, pineapple, and sugar in 
large kettle; bring to full rolling boil 
over high heat. Stir constantly be- 
fore and during boiling. Boil hard 2 
minutes. Remove from heat and stir 
in fruit pectin. Stir and skim for 3 
minutes to cool slightly and prevent 
floating fruit. Pour quickly into 
glasses. Seal at once. Makes about 
eleven 6-ounce glasses. 
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Look here for local store where 


you can buy CLUB ALUMINUM 


ABERDEEN, Wash, Bronnen’e 
E, T Tho 





hambra Hdwe. 
ALLENTOW Hess pane 
ALTON, IL ete G. C 
ALTOONA, Pa... Wm. F. Gable 
MAR . .. Williams 


AMA ILLO, Tex. 

AMSTERDAM, N. Y........ 
Holsheimer & Shaul 

ANDERSON, I . -Banner 


ANACONDA, Mont. . Duval’s 
ANN ARBOR, Mich Ma ck &Co. 
APPLETON, Wis............ 

- Peabody 


Pettibone. 
ARDMORE, Okla. . New State 
ASBURY PARK, N.J 
Steinbach-Kreage 
ATLANTA, Ga........ Rich's 
ATLANTIC CITY...’ Blatt's 
AUGUSTA, Ga. J. B.White & Co, 
AUSTIN, Tex....Scarbrough's 


ALTIMORE, Md... May Co. 
ANGOR, Me....... Free 
ATON ROU GE, re Dalton’ “ 
AY 

EL 


o 
od 
cA 
ity 
| 
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> 
-) 
° 
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CITY, Mich.....Knepp's 

LINGHAM, Wash....... 

Th veld Welter 

ELOIT, Wis.....McNeany's 
BILLINGS, Mont. 

Billings Hdwe. 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala... 

Loveman, Joseph, & Loeb 


wo tod df 





BOISE, Idaho... . . Anderson's 
BOSTON...... ordan Marsh 
BRAWLEY, Cal. .Imp. Valley 
B PORT. . . Howland’s 

Saoceryte Mass. . Edgar's 
BRO We san case Na 8 


LY 
BROWNSV ILLE, Tex. 
Ede 
BROWNWOOD, Tex 


eakley- Wataon Miller 
BUFFALO, N. = -J.N. Adam 
JT" .- Hennessy’ 7 





Parsons-Souder’s 
-EBURNE, Tex... Dickson's 
EVE N sy ay Co. 
JINTON, la Va len's 
ILO. yt RINGS C.A. ‘Hibbard 
JLUM F. & R. Lazarus 
COMANCHE, BBs co cncese 

Higginbotham's 
COMPTON, Cal. 
mperial Hdwe. 
CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex.. 
Nueces Hdwe. 
CUMBERLAND, Md.... 
‘Rosenbaum's 
DALLAS. - Titehe-Goettinger 
DANBU RY, Conn. 
jenung-Mclean 
DANVILLE, Iil.. .. Meis Bros. 
DAVENPORT, Ia. . Peterson's 
DAYTON... .Elder & Johnston 
DECATUR, UB... ..ccccasess 
orehouse & Wells 
DENISON, + Perkins Bros. 
oan ron. .Evers Hdwe. 
VER, C esi. Denver D.G. 
DES MOINES, Ta. . Younker’s 
DETROIT . Crowley, Milner 
DULUTH, Minn... Glass Block 
DURHAM, N. C. . Meyers Co. 
EL CENTRO, Cal. Imp. Valley 
ELECTRA, Tex.. Texas Hdwe. 
N, Ui. ckemann's 
EL PASO, Tex. “Popular D. G. 
ENID, Okla....... Newman's 
sUGE y 





SAMMAN |A2000 
6orce & 2 oe 


ron “ Washburne 
EVANS’ IL LE, .Schear's 
EVERETT, Wash. Grand Leader 
FAIRMONT, W. Va.Hartley’s 
¥T. COLLINS, Colo... 
well Moore 

FT. DO 


DGE, Ia. 

7" te, "Ark. Boston SD. G. 
WAYNE Wolf & Dessauer 
wo TH, Tex. .Stripling’s 
Lin’ T, Mich’ Smith-Bridgman 
ESNO, Cal Fisher-Glassford 
LESBURG, IIL. . .Johnson's 
LVESTON, "Tex. . McBride's 
LENDALE, Cal... ..Webb’s 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.. 
Herpolsheimer’s 

GT. FALLS, Mont....... 
Paris Fligman’s 
GREENSBORO, N. C.Meyer'’s 
GREEN v ~~ a Perkin's 

®HAMMOND , Min 
HAN FORD, Catt Horlock Clow 
MARLINGER, Tex. Edelstein’s 
HARRISBURG Pa. Pomeroy's 
MARTFORD, Conn.......... 
Brown Thomson 
HELENA, Mont. ‘Helena Hdwe. 
HENDERSON, Ky.......... 
Lambert-Grisham 
HOLYOKE, Mass. 
McAuslan & Wakelin 
HOUSTON, Tex... Foley Bros. 
MUNTINUGTO HB, We Vavoccse 
Anderson- Newcombe 
HUNT'N PARK, Cal..Green's 
fDAHO wales, Idaho. Z.C.M.1. 
INDIANA, Pa. Troutman’s 
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. Block's 
JOWA CITY, Ia....... Strub’s 
ITHACA, N.Y... ild's 
JACKSON, Mich... . Field's 
sac) Tk ILLE, Fia.Cohen’s 
L......B. Gerts 


JANESY itue, Wi. eee gsrcce 


JOLIET, TIL... .. Boston Store 
JOPLIN, Mo.. Christman D.G. 


ce ch ta 
4 ira. 


KANKAKEE, Ill. Chicago Store 
KEWANEE, Ii Kewance D.G. 
KILGORE, Tes............. 

Cherokee Hdwe. 
KINGSVILLE, Tex.. 


KNOXVILLE, Tonn......... 
Anderson, Baie. Varnell 
KOKOMO, Ind...... Turner's 


LA FAYETTE, Ind. Loeb-Hene 
LAKE CHARLES, La. Muller's 


E . G. 

LEBANON, Pa...... Bon Ton 

-EWISTON, maak. en 
-EWISTON, 

LEXINGTON, Z *‘Soaeete 

ne. oO. -Holatine D. G. Co. 

LINCOLN, N ah he kwak wid 

Rudd ge & Guenzel 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark, Gus Blass 


SY age Hdwe. 





LYNC HBURG, 


LYNN, stan sabhthtennen 
Burrows & Sanborn 





MADISON, Wis... Baron Bros. 
MACON, Ga.. _- Dannenberg’ s 
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.,. Damon's 
cALLEN, Tex. . .Edelstein’s 
eKINNEY, T Dowell’s 
nttan tense Lowenstein's 
Mark Store 
ILWAUK KEE, Wis. Schuster's 
ici 1** Mont... Barthel’s 
OD ‘O, Cal. Turner Hdwe. 
MOL INE, an Brady-Waxenburg 
MONTGOM YY Sere 
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ontgomery Fair 
MT. VERNON, N. Y.. 
Genung & Cam phe t 


ich... Hardy's 
MUSKOGEE: Okla. .Calhoun’s 
NACOGDOCHES, Tex 

Cason, “Monk 


NASHVILLE, Tenn......... 


NEWARK, N. J. Kreage's 
NEW BEDFORD, Mass...... 
New Bedtord Dry Goods 

NEW BRAUNFELS, Tex 
iband & sFigeher 


NEW BRUNSW ICK, 


NEW CASTLE, ie sancenece 

trouss- Hirshberg 

NEW HAV EN. Conn. Malley's 

NEW LONDON, Conn. Genung's 

NEW ORLEANS, La........ 

Maison Blanche 

NEW YORKE...... Gimbel's 

NORFOLK, Va. Smith & Welton 
i. BOLLYW Olde at 

field & Green 

NORTHAMPTON, Ma 


ef “aliumn’ 4 


oan FARK, Ti... . Fair Store 
AKLA ‘Cal... . Maxwell's 
ORLANOMAC ITY Kerr's 
MAHA. . Orchard & Wilhelm 


0 
ree : . Henderson-Hoyt 


" ordan’s 
Swos SO. Mich: . Christian's 


PA ARKERSBUKG, W. Va. Dil’s 


PARIS, Te ° -Forkia’e 
PASAD JENA 

PATERSON, Ne - bass ages nbe rt a 
PLAIN VIEW , Tex. Meinecke’s 
PEEKSKILL, N. Y.. Kurzhals 


PERTH AM BOY, 'N.J. Reynolds 
PEORIA, Ii. Block & Kuhl 
PHILADELP IIIA, Pa. Gimbel’s 
PHOENIX, Ariz 
Dorris-l!eyman Furn. 
PITTSBURGH, Pa... Gimbel’s 
PITTSFIEL D,Ma tngland's 
POCATELLO, Idaho.... 
aho Lumber & Hdwe. 
P NA, Cal... Wright Bros. 
PONU IAC, Mich. ponte Pura. 
Pont ARTHUR, Tex........ 
Hampton Hadwe. & Furn. 
PORTERVILLE 
* Brice Hdwe. 





PORTLAND, Me. 
Porteous, Mite hell & Braun 
PORTLAND, Ore. Meier & Frank 
PTSCILT, ie O. .Marting’s 
a ee 3 


PO 
POTTSVIL Pa. 
POU GHREEPSIE 





RICHMOND, V a igh 
"Milier & Rhoads 
ROCHESTER, N ¥.. 
ible . Is & Curt 


ey, 
ROCK Is SLAND, Ii. MeC med 5 
Sus Tonk lil. Weisc's 
RUSTON, La... Ruston Hdwe. 


seGnanmerre, Cal... Hale’s 
ST. LOUIS, Mo. . Famous Barr 
ST. PAUL, Minn. .Goiden Rule 
SALEM, Mass......... 

Alm . Bigelow & Washburn 
SALEM, Ore..... Allen Hdwe. 
SALINAS. Cal 

Whimster’s Hdwe. 
SALT LAKE CITY..Z.C.M.I. 
SAN ANGELO, Tex. Findlater’s 
SAN ANTONIO, Tex. Joake's 
SAN BERNARDINO, CAL.. 


arris Co. 
SAN DIEGO, 
Grand Ra pide, Voie Furn. 
SAN. FRANCIS =~ i. 
Chefise Brown 
SAN JOSE, Cal... Union Furn. 
SAN PEDRO, Cal.. 
Imperial Hdwe. 
SANTA ANA, Cal. Wiesseman’s 
SANTA BARBARA, a bacon 


t Hdwe. 
SANTA ROSA, Cab. ‘liacdisty 
SCHENECTADY, Wallace Co. 
eeatrts ON, Pa. Moosemaby G. 
8 TLE, Wash, Bon Marche 
SHARON, "Pa. M. Willson 
SHEBOYGAN, Wi is. Prange’s 
SHERMAN, Tex.. .Scheurer’s 
SHREVEPORT, x a.Rubenstein 
SIOUX FALLS, 8. D......... 
Shriver-Johnaon 

SIOUX CITY, Is. Davidson's 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. 

Robertson's 
SPOKANE... . Spokane D. G. 
SPRINGHIEL D. Maes. ogeee 
Wallace 
SPRINGFIEL D, Mo. Heer pene 

SPRINGFIELD, 

STEUBENVILL ‘e 0. The Hub 
STREATOR, Ill.....Williams 
8TOC KTON, N.Cal Turner Hidwe, 


SYRACUS Edwards’ 
TACOMA Wash lihodes Bros. 
TAMPA, Fin. . -Maae Bros. 


TERRE HAUTE. . Root D.G. 
TOLEDO, O. a Dry Goods 
TOPEKA, Kana. . Pelletier's 
TORRINGTON Cc one : 
w. ‘Mertz 
TRACY, Cal. f as Hdwe. 
TRENTON, N. J.Swern & Co 
TUCSON, Aria. Prolahesd' s 
TULARE, Cal... Linder Hdw 
TULSA, kin Vandever D. Gc. 
TWIN FALLS, Ida. 
bw mond Hdwe. Co. 
UTIC Y....J. B. Wells 
VICKSBUh RG, Miss........ 
'Neil-McNamara 
VISALIA, Cal. ..Cross-Horlock 
WACO, Tex. . .Goldstein- Migel 
WASHINGTON, D.C.8.Kann’s 
WATERBURY, Conn....... 
a wland yoy: 8 
WATERLOO os lack D.G. 
WATERTOWN.N Y. Empeall's 
bye aE Pi D. Mahowald’ ~ 
ATERTO ae ‘s 
WHEELING, Ww. adios 


WHITE PL AINS. N. ¥. 
Jenung’s & Leene 
WICHITA, Kan. ' Hinkel’s 
WICHITA’ FALLS,’ Tex. 
Wichita Hardware Co. 
WILKES BARRE.. Pomeroy's 
WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. Neyhart’s 
WOONSOCKET, R. L...... 
wc’ arthy'e 
WORCESTER, 
Desbote'a & McKay 


YAKIMA, Ween Yakima Hdwe. 
YONKERS, N. ¥...Genung's 


Pa. P. 
You NGSTOWN, 0. 





Strouss- Hirshberg 
YUMA, Aris.Imp, Valley Hdwe. 





























































IT’S EASIER 
-OF" ...SAVES MONEY 
..- MORE HEALTHFUL AND 
MEANS BETTER MEALS! 
* 


Economy Set of Club Aluminum, regu- 
larly$24.37,during Springtime Sales, only 
$18.98. Included, as shown, are 1-quart, 
2-quart, and 3-quart covered sauce pans 
—6-inch and 10-inch frying pans —10- 
inch handled griddle —and 4'%- quart 
Dutch Oven. Also Baking Rack and two 
packages of Club Aluminum Cleaner. 


Other combinations are available during this sale 
at special savings. Payments as low as 50c weekly 
may be arranged in most stores, 





Table Service Set combines “Club” 
cooking efficiency with beauty on your 
table. Club Aluminum Coffee Maker 
makes delicious coffee, and keeps it hot 
for serving. The Casserole bakes “oven” 
dishes economically on top of the stove, 
keeps them hot on your table. The Steak 
Platter, for perfect top-stove broiling, 
perfect table service. Add these three 
pieces (in Set) now for $11.85. 


Gif hy 


It’s easier now than ever to own genuine Club Alu- 
minum! This famous molded aluminum ware, for 
years sold only through “home-luncheon” demon- 
strations, is now available at a retailer near you, at 
about half the former “home-luncheon” prices! . . . 
And for a limited time this Spring, standard sets are 
specially priced for even greater savings! 

If you haven’t used Club Aluminum, start now! 
Especially designed for low heat “waterless” and 
top-stove cooking—it yields wonderful benefits in 
food flavor, convenience, health, and money savings. 

With Club Aluminum “waterless” cooking, you 
don’t dissolve and drain off valuable vitamins and 
minerals, but retain them for the greater health 


offer beautiful sets 
at special savings 


delicious. There is less waste and shrinkage of 
food. Cooking needs less watching —you use less 
heat, reduce fuel bills up to one-half.* The longer 
you use it, the more you save... and it’s guaranteed 
for lifetime service! 

Special prices this Spring offer you a marvelous 
opportunity to learn the joy of using this modern 
cookware. ... And if you are one of the 3,000,000 
women whose households already know its benefits, 
now is the time to make your set complete! See Club 
Aluminum sets, with the exclusive silver-like Ham- 
mercraft finish, at the stores listed on this page. 

Club Aluminum Products Co., Chicago. 


* Tests made by a leading technological institute show over 50% average savings 


" in cooking fuel (51% gas—61% electricity) using the low heat, **wa:erless,”’ and 
of your family. The full flavor of meats and vege- top-stove methods in Club Aluminum, compared with usual methods in utensils 


of two other types in general use. Ask at stores for free booklet, Better Meals 


tables stays in. Your meals are more tasty, more at Lower Cost,” giving details. 


Club Aluminum is also distributed by the leading Coffee Home Service Companies. 


LUMI MM 


WATERLESS COOKWARE 












HEATILATOR 
F ireplace 





All over America, the Heatilator 
Fireplace is reducing heating 
costs in thousands of homes and 
camps. It actually makes furnace 
fires unnecessary on chilly spring 
and fall days—cutting weeks 
from the furnace-burning season 
and dollars from fuel bilJs. In 
mild climates, owners say it is 
the only heating equipment 
needed. 


Circulates Heat 


The Heatilator Fireplace works 
on the same principle as a warm- 
air furnace—warms the entire 
room uniformly and comforta- 
bly. It draws the cooler air from 
floor level, heats it and circu- 
lates the heated air to far 
corners—even to adjoining 
rooms. 


Will Not Smoke 


The Heatilator is a correctly designed 
steel heating chamber that is inclosed 
by the masonry. It serves as a metal 
form for the masonry, assuring a per- 
fectly burning, smokeless fireplace. 
The fire-box, damper, smoke-dome 
and down-draft shelf are all built-in 
parts. Greatly simplifies construction 
and saves materials, adding but little 
to fireplace cost. Write today for com- 
plete details. 






Makes Camps 
Usable 
Weeks Longer 


IP 


The Heatilator Fireplace makes sum- 
mer camps usable spring and fall— 
even on winter week-ends. 


Heats 
Basement 
Rooms 


Quickly 





The Heatilator Fireplace 
solves the heating prob- 
lem in basement rooms, 
warms them quickly and 
thoroughly. 





Mail the Coupon Today 


HEATILATOR 





Fireplace 


HEATILATOR CO. 

723 E. Brighton Ave. 

Syracuse, N. Y. 

Please send me complete Heatilator 
information. I am building a [ new, 
or rebuilding an ( old fireplace. 
(Check which). 





Fairy Tale Basement 


Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, and Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs came to Slinger- 
lands, New York, and liked it so well they stayed over—in the basement of K. E. Haselton 


A.most every morning, when Bar- 
bara Ann Haselton, who’s 2, awakens, 
she wants to “go down an’ see the 
People,” as she calls the Disney cartoon 
characters which cavort in a riot of col- 
or over the basement walls of the K. E. 
Haselton home. So big brother Ken- 
neth, age 9, escorts her to the basement. 
Then, carrying a Dopey doll, they 
march around the room to the tune of 
‘Whistle While You Work.” 

The owner did all the decoration 
himself. Even the phonograph boasts 
Snow White records! 














































I mr. Haselton, whose business is in- 
vestments, first drew the murals in pencil, 
free hand, on the whitewashed, poured- 
concrete walls. Then with water colors he 
mixed by his own formula, the figures were 
painted and sealed with “fixit” for wear 


2 Almost all the furnishings and equip- 
ment also were made by Mr. Haselton, 
including the game tables, the unique 
game chest, dart board, table and 
benches, lamps, and movable blackboard 


3B Games enjoyed besides shuffleboard 
are badminton, table tennis, indoor horse- 
shoes, and many card and table games. A 
modern, compact, air-conditioning heat- 
ing plant in this Slingerlands, New York, 
home, eliminating and avoiding any 
wasted space and unsightly pipes, makes 
the large “make-believe” room possible 


4 The concrete floor was neutralized 
for alkalinity and painted a yellowish tan 
for “burst of sunshine” effect. Curtains 
are bright yellow. The basement is 
36 x 30, with 7)4-foot ceiling. Single steel 
beam, full length, obviates use of posts, 
and gives a full, unimpeded play area 


5 The ingenious, movable refreshment 
counter covers laundry tubs and washing 
machine; the top of the counter lifts 
up to permit dish- and glass-washing 
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1 FIRE-CHIEF . Here’ s a fast- 


firing, emergency-duty fuel... sold 
at the same price as ‘‘regular’’ gas- 





oline. When you come in for Fire- 
Chief, you get these three extra 
services free. 


veryun CTE 


u will find... 





oa-e2” 









REGISTERED 
nes] goo 
ere) 


YOU BUY ONE...YOU GET FOUR 
AT TEXACO DEALERS 





i 


2 Cele Sowice. The one- 3 REGISTERED REST 4 COURTESY. Cheerfulness 


quick-trip-around-your-car, 10- 
point check-up. We clean wind- 
shield, rear window, lights; check 
oil, water, etc. Helps keep your 
car in better condition. 





ROOMS. We have pledged you 
clean, safe, fully equipped rest 
rooms regularly inspected by the 
“White Patrol.’? Look for the 
green and white curb signs. 


and courtesy count with us.. . be- 
cause we know they count with you. 
We believe you will appreciate our 
extra services, helpfulness, and the 


extra values at our stations. 


This message is published in behalf of more than 45,000 independent Texaco Dealers by The Texas Company . . . makers of 
Fire-Chief Gasoline, Texaco Motor Oil— Insulated, Insulated Havoline Oil, Marfak and more than 350 Industrial Lubricants. 
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Copyright 1939, by 
The Texas Company 


Texaco Dealers invite you to tune in The Texaco Star Theatre—a full hour of all-star entertainment — Every Wednesday Night— Columbia Network —9:00 E.S.T., 8:00 C.S.T.. 7:00 M.S. T., 6:00 P. S. T. 






















@In these modern 
times, a window watches over 
heating plants! 


It assures greater efficiency, 
smoother operation, year ‘round 
comfort. It saves money because 
it doesn’t leak air and expensive 
heat like ordinary windows. 
That window is Silentite. 


Seven years of service under 
all conditions of climate have 
proved that Silentite is trouble- 
proof. Silentite won't stick, 
won't rattle and won't let in 
drafts. It has no weights, cords 
or pulleys, to get out of order. 
Its Metalane weather-stripping 
is built into the sash at the 
factory. All parts are pre-fit to 
cut installation time and reduce 
cost. Wood parts are toxic- 
treated to assure long life. 
Silentite saves as much as 
25% of winter fuel bills for 
owners. 

Ask your Curtis Dealer about 
this trouble-free window, also 
available in casement style. Let 
us give you a FREE copy of our 
Silentite window book! Just re- 
turn the coupon. 


CURTIS COMPANIES 


SERVICE BUREAU 
CLINTON, IOWA 


Curtis Woodwork Is Sold by 
Reliable Dealers Evagywhere 


“Insulated” by built-in 
weather-stripping. 


No sash cords, weights 
or pulleys. 
































Curtis makes a complete line 
of woodwork for modern 


homes. Ask about it—check here, 
CURTIS COMPANIES SERVICE BUREAU 
Dept. BHG-3, Clinton, Iowa. 


Please tell me about troubleproof Silentite 
double-hung windows and Silentite case- 
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With all the vitamins, the cod- 
liver oil, and the science splashed 
around by us modern parents, | 
sometimes think modern children 
are paler and‘thinner than we and 
our playmates were as tots... espe- 
cially the little boys. . . . But 
perhaps we forget the pallors of 
the past. 


se. 


Since the rumor got around that 
the rich man’s daughter in the next 
block is paying alimony to her first 
husband, the neighborhood for the 
first time has a little respect for the 
young man’s judgment. 

a 


My friend across the street has in- 
stalled a sort of phone booth under the 
stairs. He says that it’s the only place in 
the house where he can get a little privacy, 
since the bathroom became a sort of dress- 
ing room. 


a» ¢ 


Probably the greatest optimist 
in our block is the freshman gar- 
dener who bought three rose bushes 
for $1.40 last fall and expects to 
give his wife a dozen roses every 
week-end this summer. 


ee 


We have a very bookish neighbor 
on the corner. He buys all the new 
books for his big private library, but 
hasn’t time to read them, so he sub- 
scribes to a couple of book digest 
magazines. He hasn’t time to read 
these either, but he claims he does 
occasionally read a book review. 


++ + 


To illustrate how many things a wife 
has to remember, the young matron on the 
corner—the one with the dimples—tells 
me she has to give her husband skimmed 
milk with his coffee, because he’s over- 
weight, at the same time fortifying her 
small son’s milk with pure cream, be- 
cause he’s thin. 


++ + 


One of the feminine myths a man 
takes with a grain of salt is the 
legend that all home-canned goods 
are better than the canned fruits 
and vegetables from the store. . . . 
And it’s just as well—the modern 
wife is always about to put up 
some fruit—next year. 


++ + 


Well, it begins to look as if we’d 
have bomb-proof playrooms before 
we have much television. 


++ + 


** Yes, it’s great to have a home book of 
family medicine,” muses Les Gowan. 
“* We can always check up on the doctor's 
verdict after he’s made a $5 visit and says 
there’s nothing wrong with the kid.” 


t Door 


REG, U, 8S. PAT. OFF. 


Yes, as my next-door neighbor 
was saying as we shoveled fifteen 
inches of blizzard out of the drive- 
way, any husband and wife who 
have survived prohibition, two de- 
pressions, and the streamlined mod- 
ern moral code without a divorce 
must be durably wedded. 


++ + 


**She’s the kind of wife,” snorts 
Phyllis Gowan, “‘ who never reminds 
her husband of their anniversaries, 
and then acts pathetic if he forgets 
?em.” 


++ + 


That forehanded, serious-minded young 
man next door tried to reserve a room with 
a double bed at the hospital, because he 
was so certain his wife was going to 
have twins. 

+++ 


Over the bridge table the red- 
haired husband from across the 
street was complaining that his wife 
wears a $30 evening dress only four 
or five times a year, for two years. 

“Yes?” she retorted, “and how 
about the green shirt, necktie, 
socks, and hat that you wear only 
on St. Patrick’s Day?” 


+++ 


Since the b. w. was lassoed by a 
rummage sale coterie which requires 
her to contribute ten items every 
month, we’ve had no more trouble 
about things accumulating in attic 
and closets. . . . I notice that even 
some of my older neckties disappear 
mysteriously. 


++ + 


Family Paradoxes: The boy around 
the corner who practices his piano lessons 
while his mother shovels the snow off the 
sidewalk. . . . The husband across the 
alley who claims his new oil furnace was 
a Christmas present to his wife... . My 
friend who owns a new automatic phono- 
graph and says it wears him out piling a 
dozen records on the turntable at a time. 





“*... practices his piano lessons 
while his mother shovels snow”’ 


With the triumphant air of a dis- 
coverer, the bride two houses away 
has discovered that she can buy 
breasts of chicken at the butcher 
shop without the rest of the chicken. 

And she could probably get the 
whole chicken for what the ton 
cost her. 


+++ 


And speaking of buying white 
meat of chicken reminds me—with a 
queer touch of nostalgia—of the 
times when, as a small boy, I used 
to haul a 49-pound sack of flour 
home from a grocery which didn’t 
deliver. 


+++ 


Even seven years after a man has be- 
come a parent, he can emerge from a 
scuffle with the youngsters, look at him- 
self in a mirror, and say privately to him- 
self: “* Imagine you in the role of father.” 
I understand the ladies catch themselves 
occastonally with some surprise in the 
role of mother, too. 


JY 3 
Jj: 


a 





After seven years....“‘Imagine 
”° 


you in the role of a father! 


Well, if you want to get a lot of 
invitations, just let it be noised 
about that you have firmly resolved 
to stay home. four nights a week. 
People who formerly didn’t speak 
to you will ask you to dinner. 

++ + 


Our five-year-old confides to me 
that he has noticed one big differ- 
ence between men and women: Men 
always put more sandwich spread or 
jam right up to the edges of a sand- 
wich! 


$0 


That double-decker bunk of his son’s, 
my neighbor to the east tells me, has 
turned out admirably; the boy keeps 
books, athletic equipment, and clothes in 
the lower and sleeps in the upper. 


+++ 


The b. w. certainly covered me 
with confusion the other night, after 
I'd agreed with her it was best not 
to eat at midnight. ... When I went 
down later to raid the ice box there 
was a note pinned on the cold meat: 
“Try a lettuce sandwich on rye.” 


+++ 


My prosperous neighbor tells me 
that when he gets an extra good 
dinner he knows the maid wants 
an extra night out and that he’s 
going to stay home that evening 
to digest it. 


+++ 

It’s a great help with your dieting to 

have a lanky boy in the family; you can 

slip him most of your bacon and the 
richer desserts. 


—HARLAN MILLER 
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PERFECTED 
VACUUM GEARSHIFT 
Vacuum Booster Supplies 807% of the 
Shifting Effort 


Enabling you to shift gears 
swiftly, silently, effortlessly. Avail- 
able on all models at slight extra 
cost. Exclusive to Chevrolet in its 


price range. 


NEW AERO-STREAM 
STYLING 


NEW BODIES BY FISHER 


The smartest expression of the 
newest style trend ... imparting 
an entirely new appearance of 
greater length, lowness and 


ist 


wammecoteeel FEATURES! FEATURES! 
TAULIC BR ; Whos Got All These FEATURES ? 


HYDRAULIC BRAKES 


Chevrolet's famous Perfected Hy- e N, R / 
ase Iix One DU 


draulic Brakes, plus new Trigger- 
Control Emergency Brake, mean 





CHEVROLET’S FAMOUS 


need O//VROLT! 


VALVE-IN-HEAD SIX 


Here is the engine without an 
equal in the low-price field. 
Bringing you an unmatched com- 
bination of power, acceleration, 


Again this year, Chevrolet’s unequaled ability to 
improve quality and value while lowering the cost to the 
buyer makes the new Chevrolet the logical choice 


Sy 
* of people who want to get the most motor car for 


dd dability. ‘ ; ‘ . a 
er ee their money. Higher quality, lower prices . that’s what 


and that’s what you get in the new 1939 Chev- 


you want... 
Only Chevrolet gives so 


rolet, to an unprecedented degree! 


much for so little . . . so much quality for so little money .. . and 


that’s why “Chevrolet’s The Choice!” 


Y Gan HIGHEST QUALITY... LOWEST PRICES 
NEW “OBSERVATION CAR” VISIBILITY /CHEVROLET. 7, 


Chevrolet’s wider windshield—large squared windows—and large, 
legible speedometer figures—give super-safe visibility outside and in! 


PERFECTED 
KNEE-ACTION aS, 
: é 


A INLET Fs, By PR Pee. 


- 
RIDING SYSTEM : 


39 wae 
Ride in a new Chevrolet for 1939 \ } ‘i= : s 


and experience the unmatched “i | . $ 
comfort and safety of its Per- Pe * 


fected Knee-Action Riding System! | ee ———— 
Knee-Action available on Master ‘ ad 
De Luxe models only. 


7 LTT || 





Master De Luxe 


TIPTOE-MATIC CLUTCH THA TS WHY Sport Sedon 


The greatest clutch advancement 


in years—exclusive to Chevrolet b6 ‘ ¢9 

eee“ CHEVROLETS THE CHOICE! 

with a minimum of pedal pressure e , alll Py 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


— i ti Ve 

adding still further to Che CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION 

rolet driving ease! M V 
sene MA ment Plan - ’ ofors slue 


General Motors Sales Corporation 


Monthly Payment 
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When Bicarbonate of Soda is pre- 
scribed forindigestion, acidosis, com- 
mon colds, our Baking Soda (pure 
Sodium Bicarbonate) gives full effect. 








BAKING SODA IS 
BICARBONATE 


Keep Arm 
Baking So. 





mame dnd address) 





Freshman (ardener— 


HERE’S YOUR STARTER 


- 











. 
2 2 1 
4 
a 6 6 ‘ 
é 
3 SEAT 3 
BED A 
BED C 
1 Zinnia Giants 7 Omamental Tobacco 
4 ‘am 5 2 Marigold, African or 8 Scabiosa 
3 Guinea Gold Type 9 Petunia, Ruffled or 5 
3 Marigold, Crown Type Bedder Type 


10 Cosmos Sensation 
11 Cornflower, Double 


4 Pot-marigold 
5 Snapdragon, Rust- 








resistant " Blue 
6 Zinnia linearis ~ 12 China Pink 
10 11 
BED D 
12 HOUSE 





....astory that begins at the beginning and tells how to 


start a simple garden in a simple way... all for about $2 


lr YOU think maybe you’d like to 
garden this year, but you say to 
yourself, “I’m so ignorant about 
gardening I hate to ask anyone just 
where to start and what to do,” 
then this story is for you. 

You can have a colorful garden 
and dozens of colorful blooms for 
your tables and mantels from early 
summer until late fall—and all for a 
couple of dollars. Gardening isn’t 
complicated. 

Let’s suppose you’ve moved into 
a new house or inherited a back 
yard that’s choked with weeds. The 
ground rears pretty high in one 
place, drops into a hole in another. 
The whole place looks hopeless. 

What’s the first step? 

It’s this—work out some sort of 
simple, common-sense arrangement 
of your grounds. I’ve suggested a 
simple plan. All there is to this garden 
is a lawn area bordered with beds of 
flowers. 

It’s a good arrangement to start 
with this first year because it’s so 
simple. You don’t want to attempt 
too much this first year. Take it 
easy. Do what you do thoroly. 

You'll better understand this busi- 
ness of laying out your home grounds 


if you read “‘This Way, Please” in 
the January issue of Better Homes 
@& Gardens. 

First of all, before you do any 
seed-sowing, plow up the weedy old 
back yard and read the lawn-making 
story beginning on page 13 of this 
issue. You won’t save time by try- 
ing to make over a shabby, dis- 
reputable, unsatisfactory-at-present 
lawn. Start right. This is your out- 
door living-room and you want the 
best. 


Make the Beds Fit to Lie In: Lay 
out beds somewhat as in the sketches. 
Spade them deeply—a good 12 
inches—and pulverize the soil thoro- 
ly. Make it more fibrous by adding 
garden trash, decayed leaves, or 
peatmoss, which you can buy from 
a seedsman, nurseryman, or a florist. 
At the same time you'll want to 
apply a complete, balanced plant 
food, for well-fed plants produce 
more and larger blooms and are 
healthier because they out-grow the 
attacks of insects and disease. By 
spading deeply you encourage the 
roots of the plants to get down to the 
moisture ; and during dry periods the 
plants go on blooming because their 


By Alfred Carl Hottes 


Garden Editor, Better Homes & Gardens 


roots aren’t in the dry upper layers 
of soil. 

Don’t cut up the lawn area with 
meaningless beds. That looks patchy. 
Because you want an abundance of 
color and bloom this first year, and a 
succession of it all thru the summer 
and fall if possible, we’ll sow annuals 
in your beds—plants that come up 
and bloom the first year and die. 
Most annuals, after being established 
for a few weeks, grow with the 
abandon of weeds, which endears 
them to beginners. 

When you get into the second and 
third grade for gardeners, you'll 
want to grow perennials, which, once 
planted, come up and bloom year 
after year. But most of them have 
their period of bloom and then are 
gone; whereas annuals produce tre- 
mendous quantities of bloom with 
no thought of conserving strength 
for another year. 

When sowing annuals outdoors, 
wait until there is no further danger 
of killing frost. And remember that 
most annuals like sunshine and 
should be sown where there’s little 
shade. 

Sow the seed in the spaded beds 
and cover it with [Turn to page 83 
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Copr. 1939, Fels & Co. 


P.S. If you want to see tattle-tale gray hurry out of your clothes— 
do what Johnny’s mother did. Get Fels-Naptha Soap at your grocer’s 
and try it! You'll find it easy on hands. Fine for your daintiest things. 
And it gives you the whitest, loveliest washes you ever pinned ona line! 


BANISH “TATTLE-TALE GRAY” 


WITH FELS-NAPTHA SOAP! 


TUNE IN. HOBBY LOBBY every Wednesday night. See local paper for time and station. 


The Eatin’ 0’ the | § 


-..- OR — WHAT SEX A SALAD? 


What was the matter with Kansas? What caused 
the War of 1812? What, in fact, is really respon- 
sible for revolution? ... Why, just what you’d 
expect—feminine control of salads. Too much 


woman in the salad spoils the broth, as it were 





By Elmer T. Peterson 


Tue cult of the raw green vegetable 
has grown so enormously in the past 
10 years that it finally has symptoms 
of getting out of hand. 

Entire new industries have arisen 
—modern to the point of having 
strikes, picketing, and breaking of 
heads, right on the farms. Towns in 
California send out trainloads of 
salad-makings every morning of the 
heavy season. 

This is evidence that the male is 
beginning to take more analytical 
notice of salad. And it’s about time. 
In fact, it’s high time the males of 
this country revolt and assert their 
rights. This thing has gone far enough. 


* * * 


Waren it comes to versatility, hash 
is pathetically inadequate. Salad is 
the one great be-all, end-all, cure- 
all, and catch-all of culinary art— 
like the sink. It’s the gastronomic 
omnibus—the all-inclusive vehicle 
of vitamins, hormones, calories, and 
enzymes. 

The way of an eagle in the air, the way 
of a man with a maid, and the way of a 
homemaker with a salad will always re- 
main a mystery. 

The War of 1812 has always been 
hard to figure out. There seems to 
have been no point in it, since we 
had already licked the British. How- 
ever, some dusty old documents, re- 
cently unearthed, point strongly to 
the theory that it all came about be- 
cause the Colonial dames insisted on 
putting fruits, honey, maple-sugar, 
jelly, and other incompetent and ir- 
relevant material into their salads. 
This infuriated the British to such a 
point that they came back and 
burned a large section of Washing- 


ton. They wanted to keep salads in- 
violate, like good old British roast 
beef, Yorkshire pudding, other time- 
honored institutions. This brash 
American nation, with its crazy new 
ideas, has always been a trouble- 
maker. 

Skipping other critical epochs, we 
come to the nineties, when William 
Allen White wrote his famous edi- 
torial, ““What’s the Matter With 
Kansas?” 

At that time he didn’t know what 
was the matter, but his uncanny in- 
tuition was at work. It remained a 
mystery over which there were many 
bitter arguments at the crossroads. 

At the turn of the century he dis- 
covered that it was fruit salad. Goaded 
beyond endurance, in 1905 he bold- 
ly proclaimed that there’s no such 
thing as fruit salad, and called upon 
all good salad-eaters to come to the 
aid of their party. His crusade at- 
tracted wide attention, and he was 
immediately set upon by a vindictive 
army of fruit-salad fanatics. Things 
got no better with amazing rapidity. 


To DRAMATICZE the issue, he 
himself took to manufacturing salad, 
in the presence of his enemies, using 
oil, vinegar, lemon juice, and vari- 
ous condiments, which he stirred in- 
to raw vegetables, tossing them 
about lightly in a bowl. Avaunt with 
fruits, jellies, and other sweet and 
fancy components, he averred. To 
be sure, they should be eaten, but 
they should not sail under false col- 
ors. Nevertheless, the gooey things 
refused to avaunt, and millions of 
homemakers continued their orgies 
of mixing chopped raw cabbage with 
sweet fruits and jellies. 

There’s a certain something about 





“One department of cookery that resembles modern wrestling” 
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A perfect salad: A miser for vinegar, a spendthrift 
for oil, a sage for salt, and a maniac for mixing it 


being a woman which impels her to 
lean toward. the sentimental, emo- 
tional, fruit-and-goo type of salad. 
One obsession particularly prevalent 
is to construct salads that look like 
they’re something else. 

Let’s take a few case histories in 
the psychosis of salad lore. 

Mrs. Briddle, who’s otherwise a 
kind mother and considerate wife, 
at 4 o’clock each afternoon feels a 
wild impulse to assemble hard- 
boiled eggs, colored jellies, bits of 
cold potato, sugar, onions, cauli- 
flower, and asparagus, and massage 
them into something that looks like a 
wedding cake or an Italian sunset. 

Mrs. Grampick likes to torture 
radishes until they resemble rose- 
buds. Passers-by often raise their 
eyebrows as: they hear the commo- 
tion from the back part of her house 
at certain times of the day. 


Mrs. C. U. R. Brudgett likes to 
take a pastry-gun and play with vari- 
colored jellies—green, yellow, pink, 
and purple—and make intricate 
geometrical designs and signs of the 
zodiac, utilizing stewed prunes, cot- 
tage cheese, red peppermint drops, 
and chives. She has an insatiable am- 
bition to construct of aspic some sort 
of bowl effect and put a live gold- 
fish in it just before serving her 
guests. Some day, at a luncheon 
meeting of the executive board of 
the University Women’s Club, she’ll 
do just that. 


Miss Pearl Schoolmommer, a stu- 
dious, scholastic type, has spent 
years of research trying to make cot- 
tage cheese look like a pear, and a 
pear look like cottage cheese. When 
she succeeds, she expects to make a 
cheese-and-pear salad that'll amaze 
the world. The man who finally 
succeeded in making a silk purse 
out of a sow’s ear says this really can 
be done, but it'll require colloidal 
chemistry, the quantum theory, and 
breaking down one of the stubborn- 
est atoms that science has yet tackled. 


Miss Ruby Torkelsen belongs to 
the ultra-modernistic set, and has 
evolved a surrealist salad, which is 
never made twice alike, but which 
usually features whipped cream, 
spinach, and strips of fried liver, 
with Japanese flower arrangements 
of zinnias and nasturtiums, inter- 
spersed with bright bits of woolen 
yarn and colored glass marbles. 
Small, colored, rubber balloons are 
attached to the flowers. Tiny auto- 
mobiles and airplanes are embedded 
in the whipped cream. Her lunch- 
eons are said to be a scream. 


* * * 


One treatise on salad declares that 
there are three kinds: 1. The kind 
that’s eaten as a separate course, to- 
gether with meats and other courses. 
This is called a green salad. 2. The 
kind that consti- [ Turn to page 71 
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General Electric Companv 
Air Conditioning Dept. 
regarding the General Electric 


© Oil Burner 


(SUBJECT TO LOCAL CODES) 
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different from any other method in use today. Ask for proof. 


MORE HEAT FROM EVERY DROP OF OIL! The General 
Electric method of preparing and burning oil is radically 
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J. Was | mad! Tom said 2, “Is zat so?” he said. 


YOU EAT ?” 
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3. What did we do? We 





I looked dead, slaving “Look.” And he flashes an saw our Magic Chef dealer 
hours over that old stove! ad ofastream-lined Magic and bought a swell range. 


“Cook or glamour girl,” I 
snapped, “you decide!” 
> he 


me 







we 








4, IT'S AS EASY AS THIS—To stay 
glamourous, yet add zip and sparkle 
to your cooking,geta new Magic Chef. 
Magic Chef gas ranges are dazzlingly 
modern ... streamlined, with more 
oven insulation and automatically- 
lighting burners guaranteed for life! 
Only Magic Chef offers the marvelous 
swing-out broiler that ends stooping 
...lets you see what you’re broiling. 
Then there’s the Magic Chef high- 
speed oven with its exclusive Red 
Wheel automatic heat regulator. 

Don’t slave over a stuffy old range! 
Even if you live beyond the gas mains, 
Magic Chef and Pyrofax Gas Service 
are available East of the Rockies. 
Have your dealer show 
you the “Hit of 1939” 
today! American Stove 
Co., Dept. L, 223 Chou- 
teau Avenue, St. Louis, oo. roe re 
Missouri. Ato wweee 


See Magic Chef Exhibit, Gas Indus- 
tries Bldg., New York World’s Fair. 




















Chef. “This’ll give you The glamour girl is back 
time for yourself.” 


now—and do we step out! 
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... The CP seal stands for 
CERTIFIED PERFORM- 
ANCE... it means thata range 
has met 22 high standards 
which make for greater savings 
in time, food and fuel. Gas is 
your quick, clean, economi- 
cal servant and a gas range 
with aCP Seal means that you 
get double value,” says Mrs. 

Violet M. Hollis, Home Service 

Director, Montana- Dakota Util- 

ities, Minneapolis, Minn. 


SAVE WITH A 


THE GAS RANGE 


WITH THE LIFETIME BURNER GUARANTEE 








On the 
Shady Side 


Next month we talk about 
the shady side of your garden, 
what you can grow in the 
shade—groundcover, grasses, 
perennials, annuals, shrubs, 
everything . . . and then there 
is also a discussion of Iris 
Bloom the Year Around, and 
Forsythias Sprout Sudden Beauty 
among other garden features 
in Better Homes & Gardens... 
NEXT ISSUE 











For a Reader 
in Rome, N. Y. 


[ Begins on page 24 | 


make a cottage-type house work up 
from this sort of plan, so gave up 
that idea and frankly did a two-story 
house. 

Most sincerely, 

Verna Cook Salomonsky 


August 16, 1938 
Dear Mr. Normile: 

Simon Legree! How much house 
are you trying to get these readers 
for their money? 

How do you like this fifth new 
plan, then? I find the second-story 
bathroom too large. 

To further reduce costs, as you 
suggest, I’ve cut it to a story and a 
half high and stripped it to the sim- 
plest possible lines. To still further 
cut costs, practically all the millwork 
is stock. But I think you'll agree that 
I’ve combined and handled these 
ready-made items to give an indi- 
vidual character to the whole design. 

Most sincerely, 
Verna Cook Salomonsky 


September 28, 1938 
Dear Mr. Normile: 

Now we’re getting places. You ad- 
mit my last study was “ grand—with 
a couple of exceptions.” 

As you suggested, I’ve made that 
too-large bathroom into a fourth 
bedroom, and worked in a bathroom 
between the two large bedrooms. 
The result is a very compact plan 
that now houses seven people on that 
floor with ample closets for each 
room and a generous linen closet. 

You also suggested that we change 
the dining-room into a convertible 
bedroom-dining-room. I wonder if 
you realize this house already holds 
nine people without that change— 
and comfortably, too. Because of the 
lavatory and the generous clothes 
closet, the study-bedroom on the 
first floor is readily converted from 
one purpose to another. Convert the 
dining-room, and the number would 
go up to eleven, and it seems to me 
that nine are enough in any house! 

I’m not bragging, but when you 
present this Bildcost Gardened Home 
in March, here are some things you'll 
want to point out in your story: 

It’s a veritable doll’s house to 
manage, even for a homemaker who 
“has so many children she doesn’t 
know what to do.” There’re no un- 
necessary halls to clean and no dark 


corners or stair balusters to dust. 
The ample closets, built-in book- 
case, and the little breakfast table 
tucked into the corner of the kitchen 
—things like these in the layout in- 
vite orderliness—everything in its 
place. 

I’m a woman who enjoys keeping 
house—provided the house does its 
share. I’m entirely convinced that 
any house, properly planned and 
built, automatically performs a good 
part of its own housework, and I de- 
signed this house to do just that. 

Note that the kitchen holds a 
strategic position, with direct access 
not only to the dining-room but to 
the living-room and basement, too. 
From the kitchen a mother can keep 
an eye on the goings-on of the whole 
ground floor. 

And while you’re studying the 
kitchen, note how the whole counter- 
shelf embraces the sink and turns 
around the corner to meet the range, 
sO a woman won’t have to stand, 
pot-in-hand, with no place to set it 
unless she trots across the room. I 
myself know what a saving it is on 
one’s disposition to work in an or- 
ganized kitchen where you merely 
have to reach for the item you want, 
instead of rummaging in miscella- 
neous cupboards while trying to re- 
member where you last put it. 

The furniture swings nicely into 
place. The living-room sofa fits 
against the unbroken wall adjacent 
to the stairway; the fireside grouping 
composes itself without blocking 
traffic; the sideboard backs up 
against the wall toward the kitchen; 
and upstairs the beds fit logically 
into the bedrooms, each of which has 
cross-ventilation. 

I’m pretty pleased with this plan. 
Together, we certainly packed a lot 
of room into a minimum-cost house. 

Most sincerely, 
Verna Cook Salomonsky 


October 10, 1938 
Dear Mr. Normile: 

Here are the working drawings 
for you to send to your model-maker. 

I’ve faced the front wall with 
widely coursed shingles, painted 
white; the side and rear walls I’ve 
covered with clapboarding of nar- 
row exposure and painted that de- 
lightful shade of mellow pink fre- 
quently seen on some of the old-time 
New England Colonial houses. For 
accents, the shutters are midnight- 
green, and the roof very dark in tone, 
whether of wood, slate, or compo- 
sition shingles. Trim is all white. 

In spite of its commodious plan, 
the house looks like a cottage out- 
side—very trim of line, no bulges. 
It’s not at all a house that greedily 
devours too many rooms and loses 
its figure. 

The roof sweeps down to a gam- 
brel outline at the front and rear, 
still allowing 6 feet 4 inches head- 
room at these fore and aft walls, 
which is more than enough to ac- 
commodate a chest of drawers with 
a hanging mirror above. 

Protected as they are with a 
heavy blanketing of insulation, 
these rooms remain as comfortable 
as the ones below, summer or winter. 

I’ve used copper for the hanging 
gutters and leaders. All over the 
house I’ve used quality materials 
and saved the money by weeding 
out unessentials. 

In the basement are two long 
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“WE THOUGHT WE 
WERE SAVING MONEY 


"UGLY Plaster Cracks: 


End this Nuisance by 
Decorating With WALL-TEX 


@ When you decorate with Wall-Tex, 
you get two unusual beauty- -preserving 
features — protection against plaster 
cracks, and honest washability, insuring 
long-time beauty that saves you money. 


The lovely Wall-Tex 
colors are laid on 
a strong canvas base 
that reinforces the 
plaster, keeps old, 
refilled cracks from 
opening up, safe- 
guards against new 
cracks and avoids 
the expense of fre- 
quent redecorating. 
Wall-Tex is eco- 
nomical decoration 
for all your rooms. 





You can enjoy the 
fresh new beauty of 
your Wall-Tex cov- 
erings season after 
season. Their richly 
textured surfaces 
are non-absorbent 
and impervious to 
dust, soot, grease, and liquids, They 
are not easily soiled, but quickly and 
thoroughly cleaned with soap and 
water. They can be washed dozens ot 
times and the beautiful Wall-Tex pat- 
terns and colors will still be fresh, 
bright and sparkling. 





Scores of beautiful 
patterns— all 
honestly washable 


Distinctively styled Wall-Tex patterns 
and a wide range of lovely pastels are 
available for all rooms. Send for free 
portfolio and swatches so you can see 
their unusual beauty and test the 
durable canvas. 


WALL-TEX 


DECORATIVE WALL CANVAS 
2 cee eee 

Columbus Coated Fabrics 

Corporation, 

Dept. B39, Columbus, Ohio 

Send me Wall-Tex portfolio 


with colorful illustrations, 





including Wall-Tex swatches. 


Name 





Address. 








City and State 


For free samples of RONTEX Washable Window age oO 
and CUL-O-TEX Stainless Table Cloths, check here . 
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rooms running from front to back 
and permitting what subdivision the 
owner elects. For instance, the laun- 
dry and a storeroom might be on one 
side, a playroom and heater-room 
on the other. 

On the interior, on account of the 
number of occupants in this house, 
I lean toward practical colors. That 
knotty-pine paneling covering the 
projecting chimney breast in the liv- 
ing-room and hugging the bookcase 
with its outline of naive curves, 
strikes the keynote of the decorative 
scheme, providing a warmth against 
which a cool color could be charm- 
ingly used on the remaining walls 
and trim. In the dining-room I sug- 
gest, above the wood dado strip, a 
washable wallpaper of not too deli- 
cate coloring. In the kitchen let’s try 
powder-blue, which flies decidedly 
dislike. If the experiments which in- 
dicate flies dote on green and rose 
shades are right, I could ban these 
colors and substitute shades of blue 
as the predominate color. 

Most sincerely, 
Verna Cook Salomonsky 


October 16, 1938 
Dear Mrs. Salomonsky: 

I’m tremendously pleased with 
the whole job. It has more room in 
it than any small, minimum-cost 
home I’ve ever seen. Your check 
will be coming thru this week. 

Sincerely yours, 
John Normile 


October 26, 1938 
Dear Mr. Normile: 
The check looks mighty good. But 
then, so does the house. 
Most sincerely, 
Verna Cook Salomonsky 


* * * 
Now, how much will it cost you? 


We’ve prepared a list of all materials needed 
to build this house. Using this list, your archi- 
tect, building-material dealer, or builder can 
figure the exact cost to you. We can’t accurately 
state that cost here because building costs are 
higher in some communities, lower in others, 
Send 6 cents for this list. Use coupon below. You 
are in no way obligated. 

This list of materials is only one part of Better 
Homes & Gardens’ Bildcost Service. If the cost 
is right and you decide to build this house, we’ll 
send you the necessary plans, specifications, 
and contract forms for the nominal price of $5 
for one set, $1 for additional sets. For all prac- 
ticable purposes, three sets are necessary—ore 
for your architect, contractor, and yourself. 


Better Homes & Gar- 
B | LIYOS dens’ Bildcost Service 
is a regular feature of 
a 8. PAT. OFF. the magazine. _ 
matter where you live—East, West, North, 
South—there’s a Bildcost Gardened Home ier 
you and your family. Send 25 cents for the Better 
Homes & Gardens’ Book of Bildcost Gardened- 
Home Plans. It contains descriptions of 45 other 
homes designed by outstanding architects. The 
design and construction of all Bildcost homes 
conform to Federal Housing Administration 
standards. 


Better Homes & Gardens 
7903 Meredith Building 


Des Moines, lowa (Please Check) 


[]Send me the List of Materials to 
enable me to learn the exact cost to 
build Bildcost Home No. 903 
my own community. | inclose 6 cents 
(or two 3-cent stamps). 

(_] Send me your Book of Bildcost Gar- 
dened-Home Plans and the List of 
Materials for Bildcost No. 903. | 
inclose 31 cents. 
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by Crawford Heath 


ee BACK over the past few 
winters, how many in your 
family have had serious colds during 
February and March? How much 
have these two months cost in doc- 
tors’ bills? Has it been difficult, if not 
impossible, to keep your whole house 
warm enough for comfort —although 
your fuel bills have nearly wrecked 
the family budget? 


These two months, according to 
Government figures, account for 6% 
more cases of severe colds than the 
other ten months put together! And, 
although two chief causes of colds 
are known, few home owners have 
taken steps to remedy these costly, 
health-robbing conditions. 


Your Walls Are Like a Sieve 


If your home is of typical construction 
(and uninsulated), all that stands be- 
tween you and the weather is a 34”’ layer 
of plaster, held in place by some form of 
fragile lath . . . a 4” hollow drafty air 
space ...a thin layer of sheathing and, 
attached to that, an even thinner veneer 
of shingle or clapboard. 


Since plaster is porous, room heat is 
sucked through it into the cold, hollow 
air pockets between your walls, quickly 
vanishing into “all outdoors.” And, the 
more wind, the faster this costly, un- 
healthy process occurs. It is almost im- 
possible to maintain proper, uniform 
temperatures in all rooms—floors and 
rooms are drafty—certain rooms become 
overheated —others, too cold for comfort. 
Result: frequent colds! Remember how 
doctors caution the sick to ‘“‘avoid drafts” 

“stay in bed to prevent radical changes 
of body temperature!” 


An equally bad condition is caused by 
your attic, where all that separates house 
from sky is a fraction of an inch of shin- 
gles. Since warm air rises, room heat 
pours into cold attic spaces to be carried 
away—leaving drafty rooms behind. 


In summer, the process is reversed. The 
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JOHNS-MANVILLE, Dept. 
22 East 40th Street, N.Y.C. 


BHG-3 


ent home, 1) proposed new home. 


Please send me, without cost or obli- 
gation, your free book on home insula- 
tion—“Comfort that Pays for Itself.” 
I am interested in insulating 1) my pres- 






e There's @ 

“Danger Zone“ 

in practically every 

house where rooms 
and hard to 


. f heat. Scientific insula 
v4 ! tion helps correct it 


are drafty 


sun heats up walls and roof—often to 
150°—quickly raising the temperature of 
the air in the empty wall and attic spaces. 
Again, the porous plaster transmits this 
heat into your rooms— making themstuffy 

unbearably hot. At night, your oven- 
hot rooms cool very gradually, since the 
heat in walland atticspaces escapes slowly 


Insulate For Health and Economy 


More and more, home owners are pro 
tecting their health and purse by insulat- 
ing—and more houses are insulated with 
Johns-Manville Rock Wool than with 
any other product of its kind. This fluffy 
material—literally, wool blown from mol- 
ten rock out of man-made volcanoes—is 
fully described in “Comfort that Pays for 
Itself,” an interesting brochure— yours 
for the asking. As the ideal insulating 
material for walls and attics, with its 
millions of tiny air cells, J-M Rock Wool 
is an efficient barrier to the passage of 
heat or cold! One of the surest cures for 
cold rooms. 

\s pioneer in the business of curing 
cold houses by means of a unique method 
of blowing Rock Wool into empty attic and 
wall spaces, Johns-Manville is equipped, 
from the standpoint of products, experi- 
ence and service, to bring year-round 
comfort that. pays for itself. Why not 
let J-M Rotk Wool Home Insulation 
stand between you and the weather? 

Look in your classified telephone direc- 
tory under “Insulation” for the name 
and address of the J-M Approved Home 
Insulation Contractor in your town. You 
can identify him by the J-M Trademark. 


WHY BE UNCOMFORTABLE, 


RISK COLDS, WASTE FUEL? 


This valuable FREE BOOK will show you how to 
eliminate drafts, make your house warmer in winter 
and SAVE up to 30% of your FUEL BILLS. 


Comfort that Pays for Itself” is the most authoritative 
book on home insulation ever published. Tells the whole 
fascinating story of J-M Rock Wool—with simple ex- 
planations of the J-M method of insulating almost any 
kind of existing home. Shows importance of a complete job. 
Before you insulate your home, you need this book. 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 
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ROCK WOOL HOME INSULATION 
“Stands Between You and the Weather” 











Does Your Mouth Antiseptic Kill 
fierms...or just S77 them ? 





NO OTHER LEADING BRAND 
CAN TRUTHFULLY MATCH THIS... 


Pepsodent Antiseptic kills germs in seconds ...even 

when diluted with 2 parts water! That’s because 

Pepsodent contains CHLOR-THYMOL, sensational, 
safe germ-killer! 


3. BECAUSE OF CHLOR-THYMOL 
Pepsodent Antiseptic makes 
your money go 3 times as far. 
When diluted with 2 parts of 
water, it is as effective as other 
leading advertised brands used 
full strength. No other leading 
advertised brand can truthfully 
say this! 


@ When you want to fight a 
cold or ease a simple sore 
throat, you want to &i// 
germs...isn’t that right? Then 
look at these facts! 


I. BECAUSE OF CHLOR-THYMOL 
Pepsodent Antiseptic kills germs 
in seconds even when diluted 
with 2 parts water. No other lead- 
ing advertised brand can truth- 
fully say this! 



















2. BECAUSE OF CHLOR-THYMOL 
tests show these results. Gargling 
with Pepsodent Antiseptic di- 
luted with 2 parts water im- 
mediately reduces the bacterial \ J 
countinthemouth byasmuch 7 
as 97%; and that reduction 
still amounts in many cases 
to 80% after as long as 2 
hours! No other leading adver- 
tised brand can truthfully 
say this! 
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...thats CHHORTHMOL 
, in Action! 
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Pepsodent Antiseptic 





Robins often are not 
efficient nest builders, 
wasting much material. 
They suffer little grief, 
quickly forget tragedy 





The spotted breast of the 
robin’s first plumage re- 
veals kinship to thrush. 
The spots disappear in 
bird’s mature plumage 





Red-breasted robin, fuz- 
zy pussy willows—unmis- 
takable signs of spring 





It isn’t unusual to find 
the same nest in use for 
three years in succes- 
sion, particularly if it’s 
in a sheltered position 


Lorene Squire 


Private 
Life 


of Robin Redbreast 


The Eastern “‘redbreast”’ is ac- 
tually a thrush! And robins 
really are not very intelligent 


By Paul G. Howes 


CURATOR, THE BRUCE MUSEUM 


Rosins? 

“Oh yes, I love them, those beautiful red- 
breasted songsters that lay blue eggs and 
feed upon worms.” 

That appears to sum up the knowledge 
of the average person about a bird which is 
the very essence of spring over much of North 
America, a bird that for centuries has built 
its nest and reared its families close to the 
homes of men. 

Students and ornithologists excepted, I 
believe this statement to be quite true. 
People appear to know very little about 
robins, yet there are so many things of in- 
terest to tell that in a very brief article we 
must stick to unadorned facts, forgetting al- 
together those sentimental and flowery de- 
scriptions which so many bird lovers delight 
in penning. 

Robins nest from Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey northward. Some of them travel all 
the way to Alaska, while other pairs and 
individuals breed in Kansas and Illinois. 
Still others choose the wildest regions 
imaginable, far from habitations, while their 
close relatives, perhaps, may nest over a 
traffic-filled suburban street in the metro- 
politan area, undismayed by the noises of 
civilization. 


Were speaking, of course, of the species 
known as the Eastern robin. And it may 
surprise you quite a little that this familiar 
bird is really a thrush, of which there are 14 
different kinds in North America! 

If the winter be a mild one, such as that 
of 1936-7, quite a few robins may remain 
with us in the north, but in any case the 
greater number of them go on to the south 
like sensible birds; and some of these which 
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Mail coupon today for booklet 
about Eagle Lifetime Insulation 


It makes hard-to-heat houses easy to 
heat... keeps upstairs rooms as warm 
as the coziest corner downstairs... 
during the coldest weather! 

And all summer, Eagle Lifetime In- 
sulation keeps homes cooler. 

Can you afford all this new comfort? 
Of course you can! A hundred thou- 
sand families have made the happy 
discovery that Eagle Lifetime Insula- 
tion soon pays foritself in fuel savings! 

Eagle Lifetime Insulation is a dif- 
ferent kind of insulation. It is fire- 
proof mineral wool that is installed in 
hollow walls and the attic floor with- 
out building alterations. And because 
it does not settle — and is water repel- 
lent — it loses none of its remarkable 
efficiency through the years. It actual- 


ly brings comfort that lasts a lifetime! 
(Made by the makers of Eagle Pure 
White Lead — for all fine painting) 






HOME INSULATION 


™ MAIL COUPON TODAY 
The Eagle-Picher Lead Company, Dept. B39 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Please send me new free booklet about 
Eagle Lifetime Insulation —“It’s Different.” 





Name 





Address 


City. sl _— 
There is an Eagle Insulation Contractor near you. 
See your Telephone Directory. 














are more venturesome may reach 
Bermuda and Cuba. 

When the robins return in early 
spring to their nesting grounds, 
they’re heard calling loudly to one 
another for a few days, often from 
the tiptop of some bare elm or maple. 
In a few more days they’ve begun to 
take mates; and then, all at once, the 
males pour forth their delightful and 
familiar songs. 


Ive often suspected certain pairs 
of remaining mated for a number of 
years. It’s not unusual to find the 
same nest in use for three or more 
years in succession, particularly when 
that nest is in a sheltered position 
where it can’t be destroyed by the 
storms of winter. 

A pair of robins have built their 
nest upon a small shelf which was 
especially erected for them, under 
the roof of the writer’s porch, four 
years in succession. A small ledge, 
formed by one of the beams, was 
originally selected; but, being too 
narrow, nesting material would not 
stay put, despite the mud-cement 
which the birds kept bringing to the 
site. And so to aid them I placed the 
little shelf just below the ledge. As 
this nest is entirely sheltered at all 
times, the birds simply make a few 
repairs each spring and then deposit 
their eggs. They raise two broods 
each year. 


Rosrns lay beautiful greenish 
blue eggs, three or four usually, very 
rarely five; and still more rarely, 
spotted eggs may be found. They’re 
deposited upon a soft grass lining in 
the mud and twig and grass nest, one 
day apart, and incubation does not 
commence until all of the eggs have 
been laid. 

In thirteen days the young emerge, 
and now both parents attend de- 
votedly to the feeding and rearing of 
their offspring. 

These youngsters are ravenous 
feeders, requiring about their own 
weight in animal food (insects and 
worms) each day. When we take 
time to realize that there are millions 
of pairs of robins nesting each spring, 
the enormous amount of good which 
the birds do is at once apparent to 
each one of us. 

Generally overlooked is the fact 
that adult robins are consumers of 
enormous numbers of beetles thru- 
out the spring. It must be admitted 
that from July onward much of their 
food appears to be fruit, and the 
later broods of young are fed some of 
this; but a great deal of the fruit 
consumed is wild. So, taken alto- 
gether, robins are highly beneficial 


birds. 


Tue songs of robins vary tremen- 
dously, some individuals far sur- 
passing others in their variations and 
the richness of the single notes. Dif- 
ferences are so great that careful 
seances of listening may astonish 
persons who’ve not paid close atten- 
tion to bird songs before. 

Like all of our song birds (despite 
our inborn love for them and our 
tendency to idealize them), robins, 
it must be admitted, aren’t very 
intelligent. 

In 1935 the robins that nest up- 
on the shelf under my porch roof 


‘raised two broods of young. The 


porch is within fifteen feet of the 
edge of a wide [ Turn to page 60 
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If you’re planning to build, get a quotation on Aluminum win. 
dows, completely installed. Then compare that quotation with 
any other window completely installed, weather-stripped and 
painted. You will be surprised at the small difference in cost. 

Aluminum windows will add greatly to the appearance of your 
home. And they’ll save you money year after year. No painting 
is required, ever. There’s no rusting or rotting to require 
expensive replacements. 

The lightweight, closely-fitted, extruded Alcoa Aluminum parts, 
from which Aluminum windows are fabricated, make them per- 
manently weather-tight. You have no warped or swollen sash to 
interfere with their remarkably easy 
operation. Narrow frames and sash 
provide maximum glass area. 

Write for the book, ““Windows of 
Alcoa Aluminum” listing manufac- 
turers of these windows and showing 
details of their various types of 
windows. ALUMINUM COMPANY OF 
America, 1912 Gulf Building, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
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“ABSOLUTELY NEW! j 


* & e 


MASONITE COLORED WALLS can be executed with plain, tile or plank 
effects. MASONITE PATTERNED CEILINGS, jn color, offer hundreds of 
optional designs to suit your taste. 


© Oyster White, Ivory, Green, Buff... these glorious, popular 
pastel colors are now available for your home on three famous 
MASONITE Products. MASONITE INSULATION, MASONITE QUARTR- 
BOARD and MASONITE PATTERNED CEILINGS can be installed in 
your home with the color already applied. 


This smooth, satin-like finish is a brand-new color process, 
developed for exclusive use on MASONITE Products. It will last 
for years, and it's washable with a neutral soap and damp cloth. 

Now, in one board, with one application, you get the valuable 
structural properties and the top MASONITE quality, plus the 
permanent beauty of today's most desirable colors. 


Before you build or remodel, write immediately for a sample 
of this newest MASONITE development. Mail in the coupon, 
checking the color you wish. 





THE WONDER WOOD OF A THOUSAND USES 
A MISSISSIPPI PRODUCT 


SOLD BY LUMBER DEALERS EVERYWHERE 





~___w, 
MASONITE 


a8, Emer, Orn. 


Copyright 1939, Masonite Corporation 










MASONITE CORPORATION, Dept. BH-15 
111 W. Washington St., Chicago, Ill. 
Please send me a sample of MASONITE COLORED BOARDS in 








| 

| 

| 

C) Oyster White C Ivery [] Green (CD Buff | 

(Cheek one) | 

Name | 

| Address 
(eS Ses State | 











Hobby Culture 












Altho whittling and stone- 
working may be the oldest, 
collecting hobbies are the 
most numerous. Stamps, 
autographs, and match 
packages lead, but many 
collections are quite indi- 
vidual or distinctive. . . 


YOUNG & RUBICAM 





LOBBY 





NBC HOBBY 


at the $35,000 collection in this bar- 
ber-shop window—old mugs, primi- 
tive razors, medieval shaving basins, 
and oil paintings of barbers at work. 
Come in with me and shake hands 
with Charles De Zemler, the owner. 
He isn’t merely acquisitive about his 
collecting. As a young man-he saw 
an ancient razor used on the chin 
of one of Egypt’s Pharaohs. That 
thrilled him with the antiquity and 
dignity of his profession. He wanted 
to pass that feeling along to other 
barbers and to the public. His col- 
lection is doing exactly that! 


Or COURSE you want to see 
Madison Square Garden. Here we 
are. But what’s this? Long lines of ex- 
cited youngsters and extra squads of 
policemen jam the-streets today. A 
smiling cop informs.as that there’s a 
special performance of the circus be- 
ing given for 15,000 crippled, blind, 
orphaned, and otherwise handi- 
capped children. Somebody’s hob- 
by again! Come in, for I want you to 
remember the kindly face of Edwin 
M. Hydeman, along with the inspir- 
ing memory you have of the Empire 
State Building. Mr. Hydeman is a 
retired merchant who’s made it his 
hobby to get really first-class enter- 
tainment for underprivileged chil- 
dren. In 13 years he’s gotten over 


400,000 free admissions, worth $300,- 


[ Begins on page 20 | 





... 1. Preference of Cap- 
tain G. W. Dillin, Media, 
Pa., is for old violins. 2. 
Dr. Davis Overton, Hemp- 
stead, L. I., collects inter- 
esting nursing bottles. 3. 
Dr. Carlos de la Torre, 80, 
distinguished Cuban zo- 
ologist and statesman, 
collects snail shells. 4. 
Walter Nilsson’s collec- 
tion of bicycles numbers 
more than 300—one of 
every kind known to man 


000, to theatrical performances, 
hockey games, rodeos, circuses, ball 
games, and other events, by asking 
the right people and pleading the 
cause of these youngsters. 


As WE ride thru Central Park, I 
want you to stop off with me at this 
apartment hotel to meet Dr. Addi- 
son W. Baird, one of the kindest 
souls in the United States. Some 
years ago, after retiring, Doctor 
Baird inserted a little classified ad- 
vertisement in a paper, offering his 
friendly counsel on problems that 
might be troubling people. Over 
1,500 men and women have either 
written him or called in person, 
bringing about every kind of prob- 
lem known to human existence. 

Now he’s publishing and selling 
at cost several small pamphlets 
which are highly praised by medical 
authorities. He has never accepted 
one cent for his counsel nor made a 
penny of profit from his publications. 

Well, that’s all for the moment. 
Now you can run down to the zoo and 
see the Tiglon—that sleek child of a 
Siberian tiger and an African lion- 
ess. I’m sure they haven’t one of 
those back home! 

Here are three facts important to 
every man: 

Fact 1. Most husbands—and their 
wives—realize that every man needs 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 








— rs oo A 


39 


= 


Lane 





MA 




















re 
4 
re 
) 
OX 


4 / 
oRtR ge oeze} s-' 
ALL DAY 


—yet SAFE 
from Harm! 


OU don’t have to worry about your 
children when they have a safe play- 
ground. They can safely play in the 
fresh air and sunshine when you give 
them the sure protection of Cyclone 
Fence. And the Cyclone Self-Closing 
Gate confines them to your own yard. 
When you pass through this gate it closes 
smoothly and quickly behind you. 
This sturdy fence keeps out bother- 
some dogs and undesirable people, too. 
It protects your lawn and_ flowers. 
Cyclone Fence lasts. Protected against 
rust by a heavy coating of galvanizing— 
applied after weaving. Stays straight and 
firm. Looks good after many years. Com- 
plete erection service by trained men is 
at your disposal. Prompt delivery from 
one of our many warehouses. Write to- 
day for complete information—free. 
CYCLONE FENCE CO., Waukegan, III. 
Branches in Principal Cities 


Standard Fence Company, Oakland, Calif. 
Pacific Coast Distributors 


United States Steel Products Co., New York 
Export Distributors 


FREE... ///ustrated Book tells 
—= all about fence. 


Send for our free 32-page 
book that illustrates 14 dif- 
ferent kinds of fence. Tells 
how to choose the right kind 
for your property. How to 
get posts that stay strong 
and straight. Mail the cou- 
pon today. 









Cycitone Fence Co., Dept. 239 
| Waukegan, Ill. 

Please mail me, without obligation, a copy 
| of “Your Fence—How to Choose It—How ] 





| to Use It.” ] 
eee eae ae ee pisces 

Be ee a ee ee ee ] 
| I i insstith stealer tckitnssihninenasaticitingdaliouei en | 
| ]1 am interested in fencing: © Industrial | 
Property; 0 


Playground; © Residence; | 
D Estate; 0 School. Approximately...... feet. 
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a hobby. He needs it while active in 
business or professional life to dis- 
tract him from the problems and 
perplexities of his work. He’s going 
to need it even more when he re- 
tires. Between us, I wanted you to 
meet my four friends just to see their 
energy, purposefulness, and happi- 
ness, because I’m sure you'd like to 
be that way, too. 

Fact 2. Relatively few husbands 
live as long as their wives. The drains 
which a man’s work imposes on him 
must be neutralized if men are ever 
to live as long as the women they 
marry. There must be a flight each 
day into another absorbing and re- 
freshing pastime; any life-insurance 
examiner will agree to that! 

Fact 3. Too many men go wrong 
in selecting their hobbies. Some take 
up this or that hobby simply because 
a friend has it. Others deceive them- 
selves with the idea that playing golf 
while you talk business is a hobby. 
It isn’t. Nor is collecting stamps or 
firearms or elephants—if you pursue 
your specimens with the same grim 
acquisitiveness of your day’s work. 

If a hobby is to help round out 
your happiness, it must be lacking in 
the motives and emotions that make 
your working hours so wearing. It 
must be followed for sheer love of it. 


Some men have splendid hobbies 
without knowing it. A while ago I 
lunched with a group of business and 
professional men who were friends 
in college and who meet every month 
to keep up their association. Hobbies 
were mentioned. Tennis, photog- 
raphy, fishing, and other familiar 
pastimes had their advocates. Sev- 
eral said they hadn’t any hobbies. 
“Oh, yes, you have,” argued a 
neurologist. “What is your com- 
monest way of killing idle time?” 
A druggist, just to help an elderly 
woman in need, bought her old 
loom. When it was delivered the 
darned thing fascinated him. He 
learned to operate it. Now he’s busy 
at it two or three nights every week. 
After making rugs with historic pat- 
terns for several friends, he made a 
huge chenille rug for a silver wed- 
ding anniversary present to his wife. 
Another businessman in this group 
for 35 years has collected newspaper 
items and pictures telling the history 
of his city. Recently, a book publisher 
has been trying to get him to as- 
semble it into a reference work. 


Next a lawyer told of his experi- 
ence in building a home in a newly 
opened street. The land was flat and 
treeless. Making his own grounds 
attractive became such a fascinating 
problem that he made landscaping 
his hobby. It wasn’t long before 
wives in near-by homes were nag- 
ging their lazy husbands, extolling 
the lawyer’s results. One by one the 
neighbors came for advice, and the 
lawyer ended by landscaping the 
street into one of the most attractive 
spots in town. 

Then a lecturer who was present 
said that he was probably the only 
hobbyist of his kind in the United 
States. Down in Virginia he owns 
some land on which stands a tree 
planted by the hands of George 
Washington. All this lecturer’s spare 
time is spent in boning up on tree 
preservation and in trips south! 

After this meeting I talked fur- 
ther with the neurologist. He made 
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IVE OUIT TENDING HIRE ® 


MICE GOT Lihet2 
Ceavee C7; reating Sysles 


OW my home is comfortable 

twenty-four hours a day, 
thanks to my automatic heating 
system— With my new Crane 
Boiler and Oil Burner I’ve for- 
gotten that there ever was such a 
thing as “tending furnace.” That 
hard-to-heat room off the kitchen 
is now as warm as the rest of the 
house—we’ve banished colds and 
life is more worth 


living. 

A Crane Com- GIVES YOU THIS 
plete System can 4, Make a thermal 
bring the benefits f{Urve” of your 
ofautomaticheat- 2. Pian and install 


a system to suit 


ing to your home. yout aeule. 


Whether you 
wish to burn oil, 
coal or gas there 


3. Guarantee the in- 
stallation for your 
satisfaction. 


YOUR CRANE HEATING CONTRACTOR 





4. Stand by to render you further service. 


is a Crane Boiler designed to suit 
your needs and your pocketbook, 
The Crane line of heating equip- 
ment includes oil burners and 
stokers for converting your pres- 
ent system into an automatic one. 
Your heating contractor can fur- 
nish you a Crane Heating System 
including radiators, convectors, 
controls, valves and fittings as 
Check 


coupon below 


well. the 
and drop it in the 
mail today if you 
are interested in— 
a heating system 
that will give you 


HEATING 
SERVICE 


greater comfort 
and assure you 
lower fuel bills, 


CRANE 


CRANE CO., GENERAL OFFICES: 836 S. MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO 


VALVES + FITTINGS «+ PIPE + 


PLUMBING «+ 


HEATING + PUMPS 





CRANE CO., 836 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, III. BH&G3-39 
Gentlemen: Please send me full information on the heating equipment checked below: 
BOILERS: 0 OIL 0 OIL BURNERS STOKERS 


0 COAL © CONTROLS FOR AUTOMATIC HEATING 
0 GAS 
Name. .ccccccccecs ceccceecose e0cose coeves ABBION s 006000 cecscccccescese osceceseseeees 
CUG so 0 6000000000000080000000es0c0knsesessercec nc Sts cc vccccce se ccencesecesongovese 
AUTOMATIC HEATING SYSTEMS FOR EVERY FUEL 
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CHECK YOURSELF 


for these common signs of 


ACID INDIGESTIO 








If You Have Any of These Symptoms—and Suspect Acid 


Indigestion as the Cause —lose no time in *Alkalizing” 


the Quick, Easy “Phillips’” Way. If the Trouble Persists 
—GO TO YOUR DOCTOR TO FIND THE CAUSE 


DON’T BE ALARMED if you get 
a low “score” on the above symp- 
toms—and suspect over-acidity as 
the cause. For now there is a way 
to relieve “acid-indigestion"— herr | 
almost incredible speed — a way 
that is simple to do — and costs 
but a few pennies. 

What you do is take 2 teaspoon- 
fuls of Phillips’ Milk of Magnesia 
30 minutes after meals. OR — 
take 2 Phillips’ Milk of Magnesia 


Tablets, the exact equivalent. 


PHILLIPS’ 


MILK OF 
MAGNESIA 


Results are amazing. Often you 
get relief in a few minutes. Nausea 
and upset distress disappear. It 
produces no gas to embarrass you 
and offend others. 

Try it— you'll be glad you did. 
Get “ Rie of li Cid Phillips’ 
Milk of Magnesia for home use 
and a box of Phillips’ Milk of 
Magnesia Tablets to carry with 
he But — see that any & or 
yottle you accept is clearly marked 


“Phillips’” Milk of Magnesia. 









Hobby Culture 
[ Continued from preceding page | 


this important comment: “In a 
world where so many of us must 
spend our days adding up figures, 
or trying to outmaneuver the other 
fellow, or in non-creative or routine 
duties, the proper use of spare time 
is immensely important to mental 
and physical well-being. Every hu- 
man being needs to feel useful. So 
the ideal hobby does more than flex 
muscles or tickle your vanity. 


Orren the hobby may be common 
enough, but wings can be added to 
make it soar. An architect didn’t get 
the glow he’d expected from stamp- 
collecting, but one day an addition 
suggested itself to him which has 
made his philately a rich inter- 
national experience. He has learned 
enough of several languages to cor- 
respond with collectors in several 
European countries. The primary 
object of his mail is to swap postage 
stamps, but in every letter he man- 
ages to say something which he 
hopes will swell the sentiment for 
world peace, and some of the replies 
he has received have been worth far 
more to him than all his collection. 

Often a hobby gets its start on a 
sick bed and helps to make the long 





John H. Leasure, El Paso, Texas, dis- 


abled war veteran—cactus hobbyist 


shut-in days seem shorter. I think 
of John H. Leasure, of El Paso, 
Texas, as a case in point. Leasure 
lost one lung and part of the other, 
and was gassed, besides, in the war. 
During the five years he was bed- 
ridden, he became interested in 
cacti, started a cactus collection. 
Now he has hundreds of varieties, 
and if ever his health permits he’d 
like to make cactus-raising his occu- 
pation instead of newspaper work. 


lr YOU’RE in a profession that 
keeps you up nights or if you run a 
store until bedtime, you may snort 
contemptuously at the idea you have 
any spare time. But a hobby may be 
carried on during working hours. 
In Vernon, Texas, a while back, 
the newspaper paid homage to a 
local cabinetmaker who gave free 
repair service to boys and girls who’d 
bring him their broken toys. And in- 
ternational fame has come to H. J. 
Uncle, a pawnbroker in the Ber- 
mondsey district of London. During 
the past five years he has sent to the 
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“We're both exactly the same 
size and layout, but you're so 
much smarter, and guests ad- 
mire you so much more. Why?” 


AND BATHROOM BB REPLIED- 





“That's easy. I'm equipped with the exclusive 
T/N Water Closet and the WINSTON Lavatory. 
The trim lines of the low one-piece water closet 
are exceptionally pleasing. Its quiet operation 
is certainly a welcome feature. It is designed to 
prevent overflow. In the WINSTON Lavatory, see 
how added beauty has been achieved by con- 
cealing the supply pipes and overflow, and be 
sure to notice the raised, built-in shelf. Of course, 
there are many other Case bathroom fixtures 
just as smartly designed. They're all available in 
practically any color and priced for any budget.” 


Without obligation, write for material 
B-39 for good ideas on remodeling 
and new bathrooms. We'll also send 
you the address of the nearest show 
room where you can see Case fixtures 
on display. Sold and installed by Mas- 
ter Plumbers. W. A. Case & Son Mfg. 
Co., 33 Main Street, Buffalo, N. Y. 


CASE | 


PLUMBING 
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FIXTURES 


















Before you FOR HOMES thot ore 
build—or in- OUTSIDE SEWERED AREAS 
stallnew 

plumbing—in home or camp, learn why 
the San-Equip Master Tank is safer. Find 
out how it protects you against clogged 
drains, damaged walls, ruined floors or 
furnishings. How it ends the risk of 
digging up large sections of your lawn. 
Six exclusive features are your guaran- 
tee of satisfaction. Easier to install. 
WRITE NOW for free 
booklet, ‘‘Safer Sewage 
Disposal."* 


SAN-EQUIP INC. 
423 E. Brighton Ave. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
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TANK 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 





a 


a enti nl ete 


ne os ena nat 


i oe Ol lh CUMDlU lO 


~~ we. By 


WSs oe_#C_ecef‘_‘#$— 


i 


ra Tt) 


— 













_ NO DRAFT 
| NO LEAKS 
DIRT. 
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WHEN YOUR NEW HOME HAS 


bndersen. NARROLINE 


COMPLETE WINDOW UNITS 


Your new home should have the beauty 
i and weather-tightness of Andersen 
Narroline Complete Window Units. 
Made of wood, precision built and fitted 
entirely at the factory, Andersen Nar- 
roline Windows keep out dust and dirt, 
stop drafts, cannot leak. All wood parts 
are toxic treated against moisture, ter- 
mites and decay. Complete with “‘A” 
grade glass bedded in putty. 


i It will pay you well toinstall Andersen 
Narroline Windows in yout new home. 
They are reasonable in price and durable 
4 in every detail. Ask your Architect or 

contractor about Andersen Narroline 
Complete Window Units. 


WEATHERSTRIPPED 


Silver-Seal double action 
weatherstripping makes 
Andersen Narroline Win- 
dows weather-tight. Heating 
costs go down when Andersen 
Narroline Windows are in- 
stalled in your new home. 


LEAKPROOF FRAMES 


Noworry about wet inside 
walls when rain drives against 
your windows if you install 
Andersen Narroline Win- 
dows. The Locked Sill Joint 
is leakproof. 








EASY TO OPEN 


You can open Andersen 
Narroline Windows easily in 
any weather, for they glide 
on the frictionless weather- 
Strips. True flat weight 
counter-balancing makes 
sash operation trouble-free. 


BUILDING OR 

Are You REMODELING? 
SEND FOR THESE FACTS 

Let us send you free our interesting book- 

let “Comfort and Beauty With Andersen 

Windows.”’ No obligation. Send your name 

and address to: Andersen Corporation, 
Dept. BH39, Bayport, Minnesota. 
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National Institute for the Blind in 
England the equivalent of $1,500. 
Last yuletide when he sent £100, 
mostly in coppers, the Institute was 
overcome by curiosity and investi- 
gated. On Uncle’s counter they 
found a bowl into which visitors 
drop coins for the blind children. 

Says Havelock Ellis, ““There’s 
nothing we have to fight for more 
strenuously than individuality.” If 
your daily work seems stereotyped 
and commonplace, remember that 
your hobby needn’t be. Which re- 
minds me of a bank clerk. 

In playing the organ for his 
church, he had a good hobby. But 
one Sunday, as his eyes roved over 
the altar, he thought, “If only we 
could afford a stained-glass win- 
dow!” He knew that old churches 
were tcrn down from time to time. 
He began to look up such demoli- 
tions and get there before the wreck- 
ers arrived. Whenever he found win- 
dows that contained fragments which 
might fit into his dream window, he 
secured them. In time his window 
was completed and installed. Now 
he’s collecting, bit by bit, replace- 
ment pieces in case of breakage. 
There’s collecting at its finest! 


Or, HAVE one of Mrs. Herbert 
Gibson’s cookies. Of course, thou- 
sands bake cookies, but this Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, woman bakes 
50,000 of them each year—and gives 
them all away! They go to crippled 
children in hospitals and to other 
unfortunate youngsters. 

Even in writing and musical com- 
position there are needs which hob- 
byists have filled to overflowing. 
Consider the stupendous task of pre- 
paring a Complete Concordance of 
the Old and New Testaments. In the 
1730’s, Alexander Cruden, book- 
seller and proofreader, made that 
work his consuming hobby. He did 
the job so well that to this day Bible 
students and editors consult his book 
to locate and verify desired passages. 

Two recent obituaries were re- 
minders that songs which move mil- 
lions sometimes spring from hobbies. 
Medical men will remember Dr. 
Frederick Peterson for his treatises 
on nervous diseases. But his greater 
memorial is his song, ““The Sweetest 
Flower That Grows.” It has been 
sung by hundreds of concert singers, 
including Kirsten Flagstad. Re- 
cently, another song writer died in 
England—Jack Judge. You may not 
recognize his name, but his ditty 
was sung so persistently by the Brit- 
ish during the World War that to 
this day many Frenchmen think it’s 
England’s national anthem! Judge 
was the fishmonger who wrote “It’s 
a Long, Long Way to Tipperary!” 


Former Secretary of the Treas- 
ury William H. Woodin and Former 
Vice-President Charles Dawes both 
composed music which won the ac- 
claim of the critics and the most so- 
phisticated audiences. And some- 
times men as remote as the poles 
find consolation in identical hobbies 
—as when Albert Einstein and Be- 
nito Mussolini play their violins with 
the skill of concertmasters. 

I like to think that may contain 
a prophecy: If ever we lay aside our 
political, racial, and other hatreds 
and rivalries and meet each other as 
hobbyists, what a breezy, hopeful 
world this will be! 


SQUARE MEALS 


with less trouble! 


They’re easy with tuna— 
they’re better with Del Monte Tuna 





You it takes fine tuna to make a fine dish! 
That’s why we say—try Det Monte Tuna. Compare it with 
others—then judge for yourself. 


Did you ever taste tuna with more exquisite flavor? Or see 
tuna more tempting in color? And notice its firm—but flaky— 
texture. Here’s tuna you'll serve with real pride! In salads, in 
sandwiches. Savory creamed treats and casseroles. 


And you'll find it especially handy now—when holiday plans 
keep you on the go, and you want quick but nourishing foods to 
serve. 


So don’t wait to discover Det Monte Tuna. 
your shopping list, now! 


Jot it down on 





Watch men-folk take 


Why not beauties like 


this at your next par- to this! Det Monte 





Just be sure you get 


ty? Tuna, diced apple, 
mayonnaise, celery — 
in hollowed apple. 





Great for Friday — or 
any day! Leftover veg- 
etables ‘round De. 
Monte Tuna. Serve 
with French dressing. 





Det Monte Tuna comes in 3 can 
sizes — 13 oz., 7 oz., and 3% oz. 


Tuna, butter — heated 
in tomato sauce, Serve 
on hot biscuit. 





Here’s a thrifty nifty 
to get you praise! It’s 
creamed Det Monte 


Tuna served around a 
mold of Spanish rice. 





FOR FINER FLAVOR IN EVERY TUNA TREAT YOU SERVE 
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«The Scenic Noute Av7055 America: - 


Going Wat ? To California... 
National Parks . 
Rainier... Alaska... Washington... 
Oregon... Montana-Wyoming Dude 
Ranches? We commend to you the 
Northern Pacific Railway’s air-condi- 
tioned North Coast Limited, whose 
route of a thousand miles of mountains 


. . Yellowstone . 


and rivers is unsurpassed for scenic 
beauty. Tell us what you’d like to include 
in your western trip and we'll send you 
free literature and accurate information 
about three classes of fares. Address 
E. E. Nelson, 232 Northern Pacific Rail- 


way, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
IN 1939! 
Golden Gate Exposition 
Circle the West— 
One Way via 
North Pacific Coast 


THE Aiz Conditionec. 
NORTH COAST LIMITED 
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We Parents 


bumpily, if at all, and dropped cher- 
ished dresses on the floor. 

One day a friend dropped in and 
commented on our sunny rooms and 
comfortable furnishings. Then, on a 
hunch, I opened daughter’s door 
and ushered the friend into her 
messy room. It was cruel, but it 
worked! Daughter’s room is now in 
order every morning just as soon as 
her bed has aired.—Mrs. W. S. Q., 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


They Work for Their 
“"W earables”’ 


When our daughters, 10 and 12, 
leave clothes in the living-room, I 
take them and keep them in my 
room. They get their “‘wearables” 
back by doing what they find posted 
against their names. “‘Polly—jacket, 
iron 30 minutes. Carolyn—shoes, 
clean out ashes.” Nothing is said. 
They read the report, do the work, 
receive their property. And now 
there are fewer things found out of 
place in the _living-room!—Mrs. 
Basil Hoke, Forks, Washington. 





He’s the Living-Room Watchdog 


My adolescent boy drove me 
frantic with his untidiness about the 
house, strewing pillows, books, pa- 
pers, and apple cores wherever he 
chanced to be reading. At last I gave 
him the living-room cleaning as 
part of his Saturday work. He’s not 
fond of housework and found it quite 
a job, but the change in his attitude 
was marked. Now, when he has 
cleaned the room, he guards it like a 
watchdog. No other family member 
dares litter it!—Mrs. O. R. Phinney, 
Ticonderoga, New York. 


Too-Early Birds 

Those zero hours of early morn- 
ing, when youngsters awake and 
are ready to get up—and parents 
would give their souls for another 
hour or two of sleep! 

When my little girl was 10 months 
old she had a habit of waking early 
in the morning and fussing until 
breakfast time. I filled an old white 
patent leather pocketbook with 
small “gadgets” she wasn’t used to 
playing with—a string of large, col- 
ored beads, coasters, small wooden 
dishes, any smooth, clean object 
around the house that couldn’t be 
swallowed. 

I put the pocketbook at the foot of 
the bed each night where she could 
easily find it next morning, varying 
the contents. She played contentedly, 
taking the things out and putting 
them back until her breakfast time. 
—Mrs. A. F. Koppenhaver, Elmira, 
New York. 


To Bed by the Alarm 

There are lots of uses for alarm 
clocks besides getting people up 
in the morning. Here’s one for 
getting youngsters corralled and 
in bed at night. 

Recently I took care of my sister’s 
children. When bedtime came, the 
youngsters disappeared. By the time 
I got them rounded up and in bed I 
was worn out. So I set the alarm 
clock to ring at 7:30. I had no trou- 
ble after that. Even the youngest 
would shut off the alarm and shout, 
*Bedtime!’’—Emma P. Penman, Al- 
buquerque, New Mexico. 


[ Begins on page 34 | 


No Meal Dawdlers! 

At five, John took an hour to fin- 
ish a meal—all parents know the 
meal-dawdling stage! So we ex- 
plained that to get most value from 
our food, it’s necessary to eat it in a 
reasonable time—neither too hur- 
riedly nor too slowly. Then we placed 
an alarm clock near his plate and 
explained that when the big hand 
reached such and such a numeral, 
he must be finished. If the alarm rang 
before he’d finished his plate there’d 
be no dessert. But if he beat the bell, 
he’d have an extra generous help- 
ing. Shortly we were able to dis- 
pense with the clock altogether.— 
Mrs. John W. Burge, Pensacola, 
Florida. (Note: Half an hour is 
enough time to allow for any of the 
meals.) 


Do As You'd Be Done By 

If my small daughter has a guest 
and the little girl must go home at a 
certain time, I always see that she 
does just that. It shows my child how 
important it is not to worry me by 
being late in returning home, and 
the mother of the little guest will 
gladly permit her to make another 
visit.—Mrs. Cleve Dutler, Vandalia, 
Missouri. 


For Absentee Mothers 

It’s pretty important for youngsters 
to entertain themselves when they 
return from school. Mother can’t 
always be there to assist them in 
finding amusement. 

My children would come in from 
school calling, “Mother!” Since I 
sometimes wasn’t home, I con- 
cocted things to make up for my 
absence. They loved treasure hunts, 
so I'd leave a note where they’d be 
sure to find it at once. It might read, 
“Look on mantel.” A note there 
would have directions for looking 
elsewhere. After three or four of 
these had been found and read, 
they’d find the treasure, usually their 
favorite fruit or candy; sometimes 
money, with permission to go to a 
movie.—Mrs, Arthur Fite, Jasper. 
Alabama. 


While Temperatures Rise 

Don’t most mothers have trouble 
taking temperatures? Here’s how 
one mother solved it with her 5- 
year-old daughter. 

I tell her it takes only two min- 
utes to take a temperature and ask 
her to count up to 120 with me. She 
feels she’s helping me keep time, is 
quiet, and also learns how to count. 


—Mrs. George Bacher, Brooklyn, 
New York. 
Be-Gifted Only Child 


Our grade-school daughter was an 
only child and hence was show- 
ered with gifts. Instead of being 
appreciative, she became spoiled, 
selfish, unhappy, and had few 
friends. 

One day I took her with me to see 
a sick friend at the hospital, and she 
grew interested in children in near- 
by rooms. For the first time in 
months she forgot herself. She 
wanted to help them, so we made 
scrapbooks, and she took them many 
of her toys, even new ones. She’s a 
happy girl now and has a great 
many more friends. In fact, they’ve 
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LuMINALL Paint 
does wonders for 
your rooms! Gives a smart new look! 
Seems to “tie in” elements of the room 
which didn’t quite fit before! 


There are reasons—LUMINALL has 
true color values made possible by a 
new-type casein binder that does not 
distort or obscure pigments. Further- 
more, it does not discolor from air or 
sun. Greatly improves your light. Use 
wherever a flat paint is desired. 


Costs Less, Too 


You'll be delighted with LummNa.i’s 
amazing economy due to its ]-coat cov- 
erage, a big saving in labor and paint. 
Thins with water. Odorless and dries 
in 40 minutes; hence, redecorating is 
quicker and more pleasant. 


Use Luminatt on the walls and ceil- 
ings of your best rooms for its greater 
beauty and decorative effect; use in halls, 
closets, attic, and basement because of 
its economy and for better light. 


Recommended by your master 
painter for its splendid paint qualities. 
Sold by an authorized dealer near you. 
Mail coupon for Internor Decorators* 
Chart—free! 


LUMINALL 


NATIONAL CHEMICAL & MFG CO 
Dept.M,. 3623 South May St., Chicago 
(— Send the LUMINALL Interior Decorators’ 
Chart showing how to select wall colors to har- 
monize with present color scheme of home 
furnishings. 
1. Send literature on “ Outside” LUMINALL, 
the sensational new synthetic resin paint for 
exterior of brick. stucco, or concrete. 
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formed a club in which their big aim 
is to help others.—Mrs. L., Canton, 
Ohio. 


Budding Seamstress 

When Barbara was five, my sew- 
ing machine had a fascination for 
her. She was always in the way, or 
demanding that I stop and thread 
her needle or cut out her doll 
dresses. So I gave her small scissors 
and her own thread and needles; 
taught her how to cut doll clothes, 
thread needles, and tie knots. I en- 
couraged her by giving her scraps of 
every new garment. Now she does 
her own sewing and has her own box 
of scraps.— Mrs. Ruth Gorgans, Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee. 





Come Eat in Our 


Closet! 





By Mrs. May F. Converse 


Youp never suspect it—that this 
snug little dining alcove was once 
a catch-all closet! Some way the 
architect had overlooked the need 
of a dining-room, since it was such 
a wee house. So down came the two 
inside walls of a large closet in 
the living-room. This gave a work- 
ing space of 6 x 8 feet. The small 
outside window was left as it was. 
So was the recess which opened into 
the kitchen, except for a lining of 
wood paneling and a shelf to house 
books and decoratives. Box seats 
with removable tops were built along 
the two walls. Wood paneling above 
the seats lent a cozy intimacy to the 
corner, deep-tufted cushions made 
for easy sitting, and a drop-leaf table 
completed the picture. Voila, a new 
dining alcove—pride of the family! 





Personality House 


Burmp1nc a new home 
this year? Then most certainly 
you'll want to see and read 
about the house that’: ““Abrim 
With Personality’ —complete 
with floor plans and descrip- 
tions (blueprints, too, if you 
want them) ...in next month’s 
Better Homes & Gardens. 













































THANKS TO 


SHREDDED RALSTON 


I'VE MADE BREAKFAST THE MOST 
INTERESTING MEAL OF THE DAY! 


A new whole wheat cereal 
that tastes different...looks 
different and IS different! 


To make fussy breakfast eaters sit up 
and take notice, serve Shredded Ralston 
... the new ready-to-eat cereal everybody 
loves at first taste. Its flavor, made by a 
new patented process, is new and fasci- 
nating. Its tempting, original bite size 


zr) SS 
=. Shredde 


means there’s none of the usual muss 
or crumbling. Made of healthful whole 
wheat, Shredded Ralston supplies vital 
food elements everyone needs to keep 
feeling fit. Try it! 













































with the Ortho-Fiex Health unit assists nature 
in building and maintaining health because it: 


Holds the body in 


correct sleeping 
posture providing 
complete relaxa- 
tion and rest. 


Conforms gently to 
the curves of the 









@No matter whether you are “‘small” 
or “large’”’—you can enjoy complete 
relaxation and rest on the Slumberon 
Mattress. Each ‘‘Finger Control’’ 
Ortho-Flex coil adjusts itself automat- 
ically—gently supporting the body 
in correct sleeping posture. 

These “Fingers” on the top and 
bottom of each coil also form a 
“‘closed-top” under pressure prevent- 
ing injury to inside of the upholstering. 
“Spring-feel” is eliminated. 

Thrifty homemakers appreciate the 
tremendous value in this moderately 
priced high quality mattress—truly, a 
millionaire wouldn’t want one finer! 
Sold at the better stores everywhere. 


Makers of the world's finest Matiresses—Bedsprings— 
Studio Couches—Love Seat Beds—Pillows & Down 
Comforters 
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The Private Life of 
Rehbin Redbreast 


. pe Begins on page 52] 


inlet from Long Island Sound. When 


the young birds of the first brood” 


left the nest one day very suddenly, 
two of them headed out across 
this inlet with their parents following. 

The distance was, of course, too 
great for these youngsters upon their 
initial flights. They tried valiantly 
to make it, but their weak little wings 
fluttered less and less rapidly, as 
their muscles tired, until both finally 
plunged down and out of sight be- 
neath the water. 

At this instant the parents wheeled, 
and without a sound flew back to the 
shore, where one commenced to 
search for worms, apparently not in 
the least concerned with the sudden 
loss of its two offspring, while the 
other seemed no more grief-stricken. 


I DOUBT very much if robins con 
sciously suffer grief, anyway. They 
instinctively shout and scream and 
protest when anything menaces their 
nests or eggs or young, but once a 
tragedy occurs, there being no other 
remedy (if their shouting has failed 
in the first place), the adults forget 
about it almost at once. 

That their intelligence is very 
limited is evidenced also by the 
numerous robins that have been 
observed fighting themselves to ex- 
haustion over their reflections in 
window panes. 

Again, observe the robins who 
insist upon building their nests upon 
the fire escape of the Museum. This 
escape consists of scores of iron lat- 
tice steps, all alike. The birds carry 
nesting material for many days be- 
fore they’re ready to commence in- 
cubating their eggs, for the reason 
that they partly build from seven to 
nine nests upon as many steps! 

They haven’t the mental capacity 
to discern the proper central site 
each time they return to the fire 
escape with nest materials. 


Eventuaty they do complete 
the central nest and lay their eggs 
in it. After that, identification be- 
comes simple enough. But when the 
birds are finally successfully incu- 
bating, you observe the finished nest 
in the middle, with smaller_and less 
and less perfect ones on each step 
above and below it, until there are 
but a few twigs or twists of grass upon 
the third or fourth step in either 
direction. 

It would appear, then, that the 
robins can’t orient themselves accu- 
rately unless there’s something out- 
standing by which to recognize the 
nesting site. 

It would pay them to make a lo- 
cality study with more care than 
they do. Even some insects do that, 
and afterwards successfully find their 
nests in most difficult situations! 





*® Working plans and complete in- 
structions for making four birdhouses 
are available for 10 cents each; choice 
of Nuthatch House, Robin House, 
Wren House, or Bluebird House. 
Address Better Homes & Gardens’ 
Home Service Bureau, 5103 Meredith 
Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 





The Perfect Foundation 
| 


CLOSED TOP COIL 


~~ 








@ The De Luxe Bedspring has 
been engineered to afford the 
utmost in sleeping comfort and 
mattress protection. 

Comfort has been insured by 
the independent elastic coil 
action... sidesway and shimmy 
has been eliminated by the eight 
spring anchors (2 on each cor- 
ner) ... noise is reduced to a 
minimum by the “S” hooks. 

Protection for the mattress is 
provided in the patented closed 
top coils that make an elastic 
platform. The grooveless bor- 
der without projecting wires 
protects the bed clothing. 

Over 3 million satisfied users. 


Makers of the world’s finest Mottresses— 
Bedsprings — Studio Couches—Love Seats— 
Pillows —Down Comforters 
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Here's 


I USED to call it the “chuck room” 
—that unlovely cubbyhole into 
which all the discards from our house- 
hold went. I'd go in periodically and 
ponder over what a lot of new furni- 
ture and a skillful interior decorator 
could do for the old dump. But those 
pleasant luxuries just weren’t in the 
budget, and that was that. 

Or was it? Last month I suddenly 
spied the place thru the other end 
of the telescope. I dropped the new- 
furniture-and-decorator notion in 
mid-air and started with the next-to- 
no-money idea, with lots of paint, 
remnant counters, and imagination 
to balance the col- 
umn. I’d make it into 
just the sort of room 
I'd always wanted—a 
den that would be my 
own private domain 
when the joys of home 
started to getin my 
hair. And they will 
now and then, even 
in your most model 
families! ~ 

If you’ve a “chuck 
room,” occupied or not, that cries 
for redoing, pull a chair into its 
doorway and read on with one eye 
while with the other you rove the 
room. Let your imagination run free, 
but not wild, and lay your campaign. 





Roll up 
the sleeves 


> 


Here's what I did. A survey 
showed a faded 9 by 12 rug; an oak 
dresser with large mirror topped by 
inelegant carving; a cot from the 
back porch; a scarred library table 
with fairly graceful legs and a dozen 
coats of varnish; an ancient Morris 
chair, faded plush cushions mowed 
down by moths; an electric table 
lamp, metal base rusted and glass 
shade cracked; a cane bookshelf; two 
old prints I’d loved but that didn’t fit 
in anywhere; three blue scalloped 
valances, stuck away after odd val- 
ances had their day; a plain, cheap 
wooden rocker, rung missing from 


Down come shades—out the tacks 


the back; three odd cushions; two 
straight chairs minus cane seats; a 
rust, upholstered occasional chair no 
longer needed in the living-room; 
three dingy buff window shades still 
hanging at the windows. 

I swore not to spend one dime un- 
necessarily. As for all that nonde- 
script furniture, “4-hour enamel” 
was the only solution. I wasn’t cer- 
tain about colors, so started with the 
windows. Down came the shades un- 
rolled on the floor..Out came the 
tacks from rollers. And rip went the 
stitches at bottom hems. The shades 
were tacked upside down on the 
rollers, hems stitched in their clean 
ends. I washed the ivory woodwork 
with soap and water, brushed: the 
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an Idea! 


REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


By Ernestine 8. Jones 


ivory walls, hung the shades, and was 
ff to town bargain-hunting. 

On a sale counter of mill lengths 
I found enough mercerized cotton 
shantung for cream-color curtains 
at the exciting : 
price of 124% Sah) 
cents a yard. ~7-71/~1/¥ 92-5 

7 (/7 9 | =< 
From the local (4% 2 4) 
dime store came \— ~~ 

cream ball fringe Rub rag rus— 
for edging. Up 
went the dra- 
peries and tiebacks of self material. 
Up went the blue valances all 
sponged and pressed. Behold! The 
room was coming to life! 

After the faded rug had a wip- 
ing over with a rug and upholstery 
cleaner that seemed to work magic, 
long-hidden rust and blue appeared. 

The furniture, thoroly washed 
with strong ammonia water, was 
ready for paint. Taking my cue from 
the valances, rust chair, and rug, I 
dressed the cane bookshelf and the 
table (top smoothed with sand- 
paper) in rich blue enamel, banded 
in red-brown. The rocker became 


—— red-brown. The 
\ ea 
YIN fb 
\ 7 
} iz 
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then presto! 


dresser adopted 
dark brown. So 
did the mirror, 
shorn of its or- 
nate top, and 


Slip-cover on free to ' hang 
theold armchair above this mow 
convincing chest 


of drawers. The Morris chair and two 
straight chairs went dark brown. 

Next came more sewing. I rolled 
in my machine and decided to keep 
it there. Out came the other bargain 
remnants. A dark brown tapestry 
piece (25 cents a yard) made boxed 
covers for the Morris chair cush- 
ions. The arms of the chair were 
padded with parts of an old quilt 
and covered with tapestry and rust 
cotton fringe tacked all the way 
around. With a rust sofa cushion 
tucked in one corner, ’twas most 
inviting. 


Paps for the rocker back and seat 
had for foundations several thick- 
nesses cut from the old quilt, basted 
together and slipped 
into cases of brown 
and tan woven up- rf) 
holstering fabric (25 Ns 
cents a yard). These 
covers were sewed 
firmly to the pads, 
top and bottom, and 
tied in place with 
brown cotton tape. 
Thin pads on arms, Homemade 
tacked down with pads on back 
harmonizing braid, and on seat 
served as armrests. 

The cot was transformed into a 
nifty studio couch when a deep blue 
cover (boxed around mattress edge 
and pleated around bottom) and 
two pillows plumped into new 
dresses of the same material came 
into being. A yellow cretonne pillow 
tossed on carelessly completed it. 

rhen on to the finishing touches 
in the scheme. The tall lamp base 





MARCH, 1939 — SEE... Bee . . PAGE 89 


for my writing table rated a coat 
of brown bronzing powder and an 
adorable 25-cent yellow shade. Over 
the dresser and table tops went 
natural-color monks-cloth _ scarfs 
with narrow, rust, bias-seam tape, 
stitched three inches from all sides, 
then the edges of the material 
fringed up to the tape. Round mats, 
crocheted from odds and ends of 
wool, hid the 10-cent seats tacked 
onto the straight chairs. The cher- 
ished pictures were hung side by side. 


Two flower prints from magazine 
covers, fitted in 15-cent frames, were 
stationed on either side of a window. 
A large colored print of “Evange- 
line” in a wide, old-timey frame of 
shaded browns looked perfect over 
the mantel with its two vases of 
trailing ivy. A bargain table lamp— 
pebbled amber glass, yellow and 
amber shade—took its stand on one 
end of the dresser, a lacquered knick- 
knack box on the other. The book- 
shelf was loaded with magazines. 
The ironing board and iron were 
hidden in the closet. 

Finally, potted plants on the win- 
dow sills—with jars and saucers 
enameled ivory. 

And the job was done! I stood in 
the doorway and surveyed my new 
domain—amine, all mine. It simply 
breathed personality—yet not a 
thing was of monetary value. 





Finis—and inexpensively done 
And now, when radio and concen- 
tration won’t mix, I’m off to my 
den. Often the readers and quiet 
ones of the family drift in and settle 
down. And friends seek it first on 
their visits. Said one, ‘““There’s a 
charm about this den that not a 
room in my whole house, with all its 
paid-for plans, can boast!” 








Lumbermen Whittle 
Costs 


[ Begins on page 18 | 


unspectacular way to achieve the 
$3,000 home. But whittle costs on all 
major materials and equipment, 
slowly standardize these materials, 
and you may start the whole small- 
homes industry whooping along to- 
ward mass production and mass 
economy; then there’ll be a building 
rush big enough to please everybody. 

What is “standardization” and 
how will it help? The 1939 Small 
Homes Demonstration program 
shows ra.cher clearly what. For 1939 
the industry has developed two 
“master plans’ for small homes. 
Each has six entirely different exte- 
riors effected by reversing the plan, 
by rearranging windows and doors, 
by using different finishes—that sort 
of thing. But regardless of which of 












FIRESAFE 
CONCRETE HOME 


was included 


Representative Exhibit by 


in the National 


the 


EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE 


AMERICAN 


ROM the millions of homes 

and buildings erected in 
the United States since 1918 
one hundred and fifty were 
selected to represent Ameri- 
can architecture to European 
architects. Among the resi- 
dences chosen for this exhibit 
by the Committee on Educa- 
tion of the American Institute 
of Architects is the attractive 
home shown. 


This home, designed for 
D.S. Colburn, of Highland 
Park, Illinois, by Gilmer V. 
Black, has concrete walls, 
floors and roof.Itexemplifies 
the beauty concrete can help 
achieve for any style of home, 
modern or traditional. 


HOUSEKEEPING A JOY 


Concrete gives structural 
qualities no home should be 
without... 


INSTITUTE 


OF ARCHITECTS 





Firesafety; stormproof 
strength; durability. . . 


Freedom from such costly 
annoyances as sagging walls, 
creaking floors, sticking 
doors and windows... 


Warmth in winter, cool 
comfort in summer. 


YOU SAVE MONEY 


Any slightextra cost for 
concrete is more than re- 
paid by savings in upkeep 
and high resale value. In 
three years, 35,000 people 
have chosen concrete for 
their new homes. Join these 
wise buyers and get the most 
for your money. 


Concrete floors take any 
covering, wood, carpeting or 
linoleum, and are perma- 
nently firesafe, rigid, quiet 
and warm. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
Dept. 3-9, 33 W. Grand Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


A National Organization to Improve and Extend the Uses of Concrete 


HOW TO GET 


Ask a Concrete Contractor or Concrete 





Masonry Manufacturer (see phone direc- 





A CONCRETE 


HOME - 


tory) for names of architects and builders 
experienced in concrete construction, 


Write for a free booklet of attractive 


house design ideas. 
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bse WAL he GG 
A MEMORIAL MUST 


BE WELL BORN 
( (=a! 












No article of human creation so urgently calls for a pedigree of quality as the 
memorial tribute. Only through a studied choice of material and the employ- 
ment of superior creative talent can the memorial bear its message of love and 
devotion to the generations to come. With dignified perpetuity and unfading 
grace, Rock of Ages Memorials prove their aristocracy of quality without the 
»enalty of burdensome price. Favored by Nature’s priceless heritage of a rare, 
Rnatensiend blue-gray granite, artisans zealous in their craft and using 
patented finishing processes create LIVING memorials for posterity to admire 
and appreciate. These genuine masterpieces of memorial art are identified by 
a famous hallmark—the Rock of Ages seal, etched into each separate part of 
the memorial. Memorials so “signed” are covered by the Rock of Ages 
Everlasting Guarantee, which, in turn, is bond- 
ed by the Resonal Surety Corporation against 
any imperfection—now or hereafter. Your 
nearby Rock of Ages Authorized Dealer will 
show you beautiful examples at prices ranging 
from a very modest figure for a small marker to 
family memorials from $150 to $200, $250 to 
$400 and $600, and up to $25,000 and more. 


ei) 


For your protection 
EVERY ROCK OF AGES 
MEMORIAL BEARS THIS 
SEAL etched into the stone _ 














Peg gy Py yyy yy YT 7 7 7 
ROCK OF AGES CORPORATION 
Department A-3, Barre, Vermont 

Without obligation, please send me your 1939 
tllustrated book, “How to Choose a Memorial,” 
with design suggestions, epitaphs, symbolism, ete. 


NAME 














ADDRBSS. 
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HOW CAN YOU EAT 
SUCH RICH FOOD ? 
ACID INDIGESTION 
WOULD ORIVE ME CRAZY 





HERE'S THE SECRET 

- JUST CHEW A 
FEW TUMS FOR 

AMAZING RELIEF 





YES—TUMS bring amazing quick relief from 
indigestion, heartburn, sour stomach, gas 
caused by excess acid. For TUMS work on the 
true basic principle. Act unbelievably fast to 
neutralize excess acid conditions. Acid pains 
are relieved almost at once. TUMS are guaran- oa 
teed tocontain no soda. Are not laxative. Con- a A Oe 5 
tain no harmful drugs. Over 2 billion TUMS 
already used—proving their amazing benefit. NOT slippery! NO polish- 
Get TUMS today. Only 10c for 12 TUMS at ing! NO constant renewal. 
Lasts for years. Resistant to 


You never know when all druggists. 
wear and water, on floors, 


linoleum, furniture and 
woodwork. See the NEW 
“61 Satin Finish at paint 
stores. Send for Color Card 
and dealers’ names. Pratt 
& Lambert-inc., 57 Tona- 
wanda Street, Buffalo, N.Y. 








Tums are anti-ecid— not laxative. When you need a laxative get— 
Thisall vegetablelaxative brings 


ch gentle, dependable relief for Dt T 
conditions due to constipation. PRATT S 


L AL 





LAMBERT 














Lumbermen Whittle Costs 


the six exteriors you choose, the 
home is built with the same plumb- 
ing, heating, and wiring units co- 
operating manufacturers have de- 
signed especially to fit each of the 
two basic plans. 

It’s the way it is with an automo- 
bile. Whether you choose a coupe, 
coach, sedan, or convertible, you get 
the same inside in all of them. The 
economies are obvious. Units cut 
and partially assembled on mechan- 
ised factory-production lines come 
i such cheaper than those cut and as- 
cembled on the job by a man with a 
pliers, a pipe wrench, and a chew 
of tobacco. 


STANDARDIZATION, the lum- 
bermen hope, eventually will include 
lumber. In a three-to-five-room one- 
story house and a four-to-six room 
two-story house, maximum economy 
permits only six basic layouts, they 
say. So, the idea goes, they'll de- 
sign standard homes around these 
basic layouts, cut lumber on a mass- 
production basis, and sell it “‘pack- 
aged,” ready to whip together. By 
varying wall textures, window posi- 
tioning, sidings, colors, and details, 
they'll avoid monotony. 

But don’t get excited. Stand- 
ardization is too big to develop 
overnight. It’s something like pre- 
fabrication; and prefabrication, re- 
member, was going to cure our 
home-building troubles six or eight 
years ago. Last I read, we’re now 
over 2,000,000 housing units short. 

But, anyway, that’s something of 
what the lumbermen have in mind. 


None of the 1938 guinea-pig 
homes is more than a start on the 
$3,000 home. Each, however, is a 
good house for the price. 


There are two or three ways to ex- 


pand the smaller ones, and two or 
three quite different exteriors for 
each, for variety. Anyone interested 
in building one can get complete 
plans at small cost from the Na- 
tional Small Homes Demonstration, 
1337 Connecticut Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Many local lumber 
dealers have them, too. 

First House: The “‘garden apart- 
ment” is adequate for a newly mar- 
ried couple and is designed to grow 
with the family. To step the house up 
to five rooms, you add a living-room 
and porch wing on the right and di- 
vide the old living-room into a bed- 
room and dining-room. Or add a 
living-room, dining-room, and porch 
wing on the right and divide the old 
living-room into two bedrooms and 
you have a three-bedroom, six- 
room house. To heat the original, if 
it’s built without a basement, there’s 
a new-type fireplace with a hot-wa- 
ter boiler inside it connected to regu- 
lar radiators thru the house; this 
boiler puts to work heat that slips up 
the ordinary fireplace chimney. In 
California and the South it’s sup- 
posed to be about all one needs. 
Second House: A cost-whittling fac- 
tor in this house, done in the good 
New England tradition, is the over- 
hanging second floor. It whittles 
costs on basement excavation and 
masonry and yet lets the second- 
floor bedrooms stretch out. Espe- 
cially handy is the large, unfinished 
rear room over the garage. It has a 


[ From preceding page | 


multitude of uses—maybe as a stor- 
age or playroom, maybe a fourth 
bedroom. 
Third House: The third house is the 
conventional two-bedroom cottage 
with a basement. It’s the shutters, 
the corner decoration, and the door 
—all made of stock log-cabin siding 
—that give it character of its own. 
To spread the house to five rooms, 
you make a dining-room of the 
present living-room and add a liv- 
ing-room with a porch behind it to 
the left end. If you want a garage, 
there’s an alternate plan that fits it 
nicely on the right end. Until you 
enlarge the house, there’s space in 
the kitchen for a dining nook. 
Fourth House: This Modern is an 
experiment in planning. It has about 
the same number of cubic feet of 
space inside as a three-room bunga- 
low with a basement. But the whole 
thing has been raised one story. 
Space ordinarily wasted in a base- 
ment is utilized for the dining- 
room and kitchen; the living-room 
and bedrooms are on the second 
floor. Thus you get five bright rooms 
for about the price of three. 
Unconventional, too, is the com- 
bination porch and garage. In 
weather too cold to lounge on a 
porch, the space is a garage; in 
warm spring and summer the side- 
walls open up and you have, presto, 
a porch where you can stretch your 
legs and drink your frosty drinks. An 
alternate plan provides a garage on 
the rear, divides the upstairs living- 
room into two more bedrooms, and 
turns the porch-garage into a full- 
time, first-floor living-room. For 
those who don’t like Modern styling, 
there are alternate exteriors, too— 
Colonial and Classic. 


Irs indeed likely that the lumber- 
men’s program can’t, alone, deliver 
the $3,000 home. But it’s not work- 
ing alone. It has an ally in such 
large-scale home-building projects 
as Chatham Village in Pittsburgh 
and Buckingham Community in 
Arlington, Virginia—planned com- 
munities built by private companies 
looking for sound, long-term invest- 
ment. They, too, must standardize 
building units if they’re to continue 
to be the economists’ white hope of 
low-cost urban houses. And they’re 
Big Business. And big business that’s 
going to build hundreds of houses 
can holler a lot lustier for “‘pack- 
aged” units than can the $35 a week 
man hoping to build only one. 


So MAYBE the lumbermen’s hope 
to keep on whittling costs until they 
build the $3,000 home isn’t so wild- 
eyed after all. Maybe the $35 and 
$40 a week families who can afford 
meat six days a week and fish on the 
seventh can some day live in more 
than hand-me-downs and leavings. 





Man Cook: He smelled a stew 
in the mountain air—this un- 
usual man we tell you about 
next month. Among the re- 
markable recipes he passes — 
along to you is one for the 
most delicious, savory, tan- 
talizing, roast spare ribs you 
ever smacked your lips over. 


NEXT MONTH 
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LVENIENCES 
)UBLE CLOSET 
CAPACITY 


Make Tidiness 


P Automatic 
as These cleverly designed 


fixtures will give you 
that extra closet space you 
desire — insure orderliness — 
keep garments in better condi- 
tion and quickly accessible. 
There are Shoe Racks, Hat Hold- 
ers, Tie Racks, Trouser and 
Skirt Hangers, Garment 
Carriers, etc.—40 items. 
In thousands of homes. 
pj Inexpensive, easy toin- 
lf stall. Sold by leading 
~ department and hard- 
ware stores. 


FREE CATALOG — 
Shows How to Double Closet 
Capacity — Write Today ! 

KNAPE & VOGT MFG. CO. 
Dept. B-3, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 















WHETHER you realize 
it or not, every fire in- 























surance policy that you “RUUP 1s POOK 
have requires that all ccadesee 
7 lost and damaged prop- sonttctonee 
. erty must be named— 7 ie 
, before insurance is paid. 
That’s a hard thing to do after 














a fire. But it is easy to make an 
inventory of your property, and 
be prepared in case of fire. 
Send for this free Household 
Inventory Booklet. In it you can 
list everything—room by room. 
The booklet helps you by sug- 
gesting many things that are 
often overlooked. Mail the cou- 
pon today. There is no cost or 
: obligation. 


FREE 


THE AMERICAN INSURANCE GROUP 
15 Washington St. (Dept. 1616) 
Newark, New Jersey 


4 
| 
| 
I 
| 
Without charge or obligation, please | 
send me your Household Inventory | 
Booklet. | 
| 

| 

! 

| 
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Name _M 
Street 
City. State 
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Don't Bequeath That 
Home Mortéage! 


No. 24 of a Series on Family 
Life Insurance by Ray Giles 


Yes, life insurance has _ been 
streamlined, too. Among today’s in- 
surance contracts are some espe- 
cially designed to pay off that home 
mortgage at the lowest possible cost. 
Too often we fail to insure against 
this liability because we don’t know 
how cheaply it can be done. It was 
that way with Harry C., who is an 
engineer. 

Encouraged by promising de- 
velopments in his career, he spread 
himself when he built his home. He 
realized a $10,000 mortgage obliga- 
tion was a heavy one to bequeath 
to his young and growing family, but 
he didn’t want to spend more than 
around $125 for insurance to cover 
it. That sum would buy only about 
$6,500 of ordinary life insurance at 
his age, 35. 


Bur,» he says, “my insurance 
adviser solved the problem with a 
special mortgage-redemption policy. 

** This has several interesting points. 

“First of all, it gives me $10,000 
coverage for around $125 a year. 
Next, the face value is reduced from 
time to time to correspond with the 
reductions in my mortgage thru 
amortization—accompanied by cor- 
responding reductions in premiums. 
In the last years of the mortgage, 
premiums will be next to nothing. 
The insurance automatically expires 
when I'll have retired the mortgage 
in full.” 

Harry has ample life insurance to 
supply his family with income if he 
should die. But he realizes that his 
mortgage is a special liability for a 
long period to come. So he’s pro- 
viding against it for exactly that 
term of years. 

His policy is like his fire insurance 
in one respect. It’s good only for the 
period covered by the contract, and 
it has no cash value for borrowing. 
Harry says that’s fine, for he’ll 
never be tempted to borrow money 
on it! 


lr YOU want to continue the con- 
tract beyond the term specified, or 
may want to convert it into ordinary 
life insurance at a higher premium, 
the insurance companies are glad 
to oblige. But sucia conversion must 
be made before expiration date arrives. 
Generally speaking, it’s wise to in- 
clude this provision in any term 
insurance you buy. Unexpected ob- 
ligations may come along. You may 
be able to pass an insurance ex- 
aminer with flying colors today, but 
not five years hence. If your term in- 
surance is convertible, you can turn 
it into ordinary life without the ne- 
cessity of taking another medical 
examination. 

Mortgage protection thru term 
insurance may be best arranged in a 
single contract; or it may be better 
to divide the total into two or three 
contracts of different maturities and 
have them synchronize with your 
amortization payments. 





a completely new, 24- 
page book on Old Colony 
Furniture It's filled 
with practical decorating 
suggestions. Send 10 
cents (coin preferred) to 
Dept. B - 5 Heywood- 
Wakefield Company, 


( yardner, Massac husetts. 


iV. i oto™ 
a 
0: - Bruny 


i 
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« Bas — | 
: | 
HEYWOOD Wager Hp i 


HEYWOOD-WAhEFIELD 


FINE 


GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS 
FURNITURE SINCE 


1826 
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Now — omelets insured 


AGAINST 






OMELET SANS sOUCI 
butter ses 
4 pomp nag eon until thick and 
lemon-color 
4 cag whites, stiffly beaten 


2 tablespoons Minute Tapioca 
34 teaspoon salt 

lg teaspoon pepper 

44, cup milk 


ilk in top of 
Combine Minute Tapioca, salt, pepper, and milk in top 


i ili k 8 to 
double boiler. Place over rapidly boiling sie" eee re 
10 minutes after water boils again, ss - a 
butter. Cool slightly while beating eggs. . ere - 

‘x well. Fold into egg whites. Turn into hot, mage 
‘oc is n. Cook over low flame 3 minutes. then 
rg — pan (350° F.) 15 minutes. Omelet is sufficiently 
a ae a knife inserted comes a wi er ns 
ni d an, being careful not to cut 
at Per acarteehery mats from handle to opposite side and 


re- . 
serve on hot platter. Serves 6. All measu 


ments are level. ; vee 
i rve perfect 9 ets, 
nace da oT aerkaeke this one Use genuine 
Salen Tapioca. It strengthens the porwr air- 
cell walis—keeps every frothy bubble stan ape 
Try a Cherry Tapioca soon—1ts ome 7 
easy, new Fruit Tapioca recipe on t Bd 
every Minute Tapioca package. 


MINUTE 
TAPIOCA 





And send—soon—for a 


i i ipes! Address 
58 miracle-working recipes: 
REE Brand-new ok Oe oi. 3-39, Battle Creek, me. = 
F ie po Canada address: General Foods, Cobourg, a 
1 , 


offer expires December 31, 1939. 















MADAM... 3-1N-1 
STOPS SWEEPER 
SQUEAKS / 


A few drops of 
3-IN-ONE OIL 
takes the din out 
of carpet sweep- 
ers. It Lubricates, 
Cleans, Prevents 
Rustand Tarnish. 







SUPERIOR 


A form around 
which to build 
or remodel your 
fireplace. 



















At Hardware, 

Drug, Grocery, 

10¢ Stores 

® a proven product 

e smokeless in operation 

© cuts fuel bills 

© burns wood, coal or gas 

© circulates heat evenly throughout the 
room and adjoining rooms 

® enjoy the comfort and glow of open 
fireplace with furnace efficiency. 
Write Dept. “B” for complete infor- 

mation. 


SUPERIOR FIREPLACE CO. 
1046 §. Olive St., Los Angeles, Calif. 








FLOPPING! 
























Cocktail Sauce 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


1 cup chili sauce 
2 tablespoons 
lemon juice 


2 teaspoons pre- 
pared horse- 
radish 

V4 teaspoon 
grated onion 


Thoroly combine ingredients and 
chill. Serves 6. 


Halibut Royal With Tartare Sauce 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


2 cups finely 
sliced onion rings 
\4 cup butter 
2 114-pound hali- 
but fillets 


2 tablespoons 
lemon juice 

2 slightly beaten 
egg yolks 

Salt and paprika 


Lightly brown onion rings in but- 
ter in shallow baking pan. Place 
fillets over onions. Bake in very hot 
oven (450°) 8 minutes. Mix lemon 
juice and egg yolks. Brush fillets 
thoroly with the egg-yolk mixture. 
Sprinkle with salt and paprika. 
Continue baking 8 minutes. It’s not 
necessary to turn fillets during the 
baking or broiling. Avoid overcook- 
ing fish. Halibut Royal may be 
broiled; allow about 12 minutes 
for broiling. 

For serving, mound onions in 
center of hot platter; top with hali- 
but fillets. Serves 6. 


Tartare Sauce 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1 cup mayonnaise 
1 teaspoon grated 
onion 


\4 cup chopped, 
stuffed olives 

1 teaspoon 
minced parsley 


Combine ingredients. Serve as an 
accompaniment for fish. Serves 6. 


Shamrock Rolls 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


14 cup mashed 16 cup sugar 
potatoes 1 teaspoon salt 
1 cup scalded milk 14 cup shorten- 
1 tablespoon sugar _ ing, melted 
1 cake compressed 2 beaten eggs 


yeast 2 cups flour 
2 cups flour 


Combine potatoes, milk, and 1 
tablespoon sugar. Cool to lukewarm. 
Add crumbled yeast and 2 cups 
flour. Beat thoroly. Add sugar, salt, 
shortening, eggs, and 2 cups flour. 
Knead lightly. Let rise until double 
in bulk or place in greased bowl 
in refrigerator overnight. Roll on 
lightly floured surface to 1%-inch 
thickness, Cut with 14-inch floured 
cutter. Shape in balls. Place 3 balls 
in each section of greased muffin 
pans. Let rise until double in bulk. 
Bake in moderate oven (350°) 12 to 
15 minutes. Makes 2 dozen. 

T. T. K. Note: If you have trouble 
keeping the cloverleaf rolls approxi- 
mately the same size you’ll appreci- 
ate this cutting trick, using the 





smallest biscuit cutter. 


RECIPES FOR 


9 Yoo 
a 


2 neal 


[The Meals Appear on Page 31 ] 


Deep-Dish Tuna Pie 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1% cups peas 2 tablespoons 


1 cup chopped chopped 
celery pimiento 

3 tablespoons 2 7-ounce cans 
fat tuna fish 


6 tablespoons flour Plain pastry 
1 teaspoon salt 


Cook peas and celery, uncovered, 
in boiling, salted water 5 minutes. 
Blend fat and flour until smooth. 
Drain water from vegetables and 
add enough boiling water to make 2 
cups. Slowly add to butter-flour 
mixture and cook until thick and 
smooth, stirring constantly. Add salt, 
peas, celery, and pimiento. Flake 
tuna coarsely; place in casserole. 
Pour over vegetables and sauce. 
Cover with pastry, rolled l%-inch 
thick. Cut slits in top for escape of 
steam and flute edge. Bake in hot 
oven (450°) 12 minutes, or until 
crust is lightly browned. Serve pip- 
ing hot. Serves 6. 


Mock Hollandaise Sauce 


[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


2 tablespoons 2 beaten egg 
butter yolks 
2 tablespoons flour 2 tablespoons 
1 cup milk lemon juice 
Salt and pepper 6 cup mayon- 
Naise 


Make white sauce of butter, flour, 
milk, and seasonings. Add egg yolks, 
mixed with 1 tablespoon of sauce. 
Cook 1 minute, stirring constantly. 
Add lemon juice and mayonnaise. 
Blend thoroly. Serves 6. 





Oyster Souffle 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


4 tablespoons 34 cup fine, dry 
fat bread crumbs 

5 tablespoons flour 1 cup oysters, 

1 cup milk cut in pieces 

1 teaspoon salt 3 stiff-beaten 

3 beaten egg yolks egg whites 


Make white sauce of fat, flour, 
milk, and salt; pour into egg yolks, 
beating constantly. Add_ bread 
crumbs and oysters. Cool. Fold in 
egg whites. Bake in ungreased bak- 
ing dish in moderate oven (325°) 60 
minutes. Serves 6. 


Spring Salad 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


18 fresh-cooked 1 cup chopped 


or canned celery 
asparagus tips 6 cup chopped, 


Crisp lettuce 
¥ cup chopped 
nut meats 


stuffed olives 
1 cup mayon- 
naise 


Arrange 3 asparagus tips on each 
serving of crisp lettuce. Combine 
nut meats, celery, olives, and may- 


onnaise. Top each asparagus salad 
with a generous portion. Serves 4. 


[ See next page 
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DOES BIG THINGS 
FOR COOKING 
REPUTATIONS 





Mammy’ Plantation 


A STEW tr 

ke dried Hime pit Sin saat 

ookee jm 11h lt 

1 an fresh ”“ yp. veal ™ > psp. oA 
2 sbsb- 
Yo 


And big things for 
your budget, too! With buttery 
Limas you can prepare rich, nour- 
ishing dishes at amazingly little 
cost! Two cups dried make six 
cups cooked. Serve Lima soup, sal- 
ads, entrees! Highly alkaline, deli- 
ciously tempting. 


highest quality 
Limas — either 
“Regular” or 
“Baby”— look 
for this 25-lb. 
box or the 100- 
Ib. Seaside bag 

atyour grocer’s. 




















For free recipe book address: Department 
4,**Lima Association,” Oxnard, California. 










AND 25 SAMPLES for 
NEWEST MATERIALS ov 106 


Book. Book contains doz- 
ens of ideas for making beautiful 
but inexpensive draperies, slip 
covers, bedspr: . etc. More than 50 
illustrations show latest styles. 


BEAUTIFUL NEW FABRICS 


---such as Ratines, Jacguards, Crashes, 
nab 


, an et- 
girest from -tho-milt at factory _——. 
Pom fart cate Oe reer ake 
ONLY 10c! Modern Homemakers Book. Write 


e today! 
ITASCA WEAVERS GUILD, DEPT.H-3, ITASCA, TEXAS 








Roky Potty 


USTOMETTES 





Roley Poley Customettes—the original patented, 
adjustable slip covers for all standard upholstered 
furniture—fit as if made to measure; smoothly, 
evenly, with no cutting, nostitching. Often imitated 
but never equalled because of patented features. Put 
on in a minute—stay in place perfectly. Shown by 
leading department stores in a wide range of new 
sparkling, attractive colors and patterns in ultra 
modern cut and styling, at prices rang- 

oe SER pe s 
Write for name of nearest dealer or ask for free literature. 


ROLEY POLEY MFG. CO. *229,)"- YanBuren 





TWO ROOM COTTAGE FOR WRENS 


An attractive addition to any garden, 
Sturdy construction. Durable materials. 
\ Send only $2.00. We pay postage in U.S.A. 

T a when remittance accompanies order. 
{| Craftsman Novelty Shop, Dept. “B” 
- 901 Selby St. Findlay, Ohio. 
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Salmon Loaf 


[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1 cup toasted 14 teaspoon salt 
bread crumbs Dash of pepper 

2 tablespoons 2 teaspoons 
salad oil finely chopped 


2 cups (1 pound) onion ° 
canned salmon, 1 tablespoon 


flaked chopped 
2 beaten eggs parsley 
1 cup milk 1 tablespoon 
1 teaspoon lemon salad oil 
juice 


Blend crumbs and 2 tablespoons 
salad oil. Combine salmon, eggs, 
milk, lemon juice, seasonings, onion, 
parsley, and salad oil. Fill greased 
loaf pan or fluted mold; bake in 
moderate oven (350°) 45 minutes or 
until firm. Serves 6. 


Macaroni Loaf 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1% cups macaroni 1 tablespoon 


1 cup soft bread minced onion 
crumbs 34 teaspoon salt 

1 cup grated 1 cup milk 
American cheese 2 beaten eggs 

1 tablespoon 14 cup chopped 


chopped parsley pimiento 


Cook macaroni in boiling, salted 
water until tender. Rinse with hot 
water and drain. Combine ingredi- 
ents. Bake in well-greased loaf pan 
in moderate oven (350°) 40 minutes. 
Serve with Tomato Sauce. Serves 6. 


Corn-Bread Sticks 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


1 cup yellow corn 1 cup milk 


meal 2 well-beaten 

1 cup flour eggs 

34 teaspoon salt 4 tablespoons 

3 teaspoons baking _ melted short- 
powder ening or 


3 tablespoons sugar _ salad oil 


Sift dry ingredients. Combine 
milk and eggs; add to dry ingredi- 
ents. Add shortening; stir just until 
mixed. Bake in greased corn-stick 
molds or 8-inch square pan in hot 
oven (425°) 25 minutes. Serves 6. 











"Way Back When 


Do YOU remember ’way 
back when the gals waited un- 
til Easter to buy new bonnets 
and we put front porches on 
cups for mustaches? 

There’s been a lot o’ chang- 
in’ since in shoppin’, eatin’, 
and cookin’. And next 
month’s SO GOOD MEALS 
brings you a foods parade 
down thru the years—gives 
you some mouth-waterin’ 
meal plans and recipes of to- 
day just to show what a far cry 
it is from the days when prac- 
tically all food was sold from 
barrels—NEXT MONTH. 
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; CLEVER COOKS KEEP ALL FOUR HEINZ 

 AGED-IN-WOOD VINEGARS IN THE PANTRY 

4, Heinz Cider Vi . 2. Heinz Malt Vi . 3. Heinz 
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PLAYING RUBBISH MAN! NO TIME TO 
VACUUM —CLEAN AGAIN 





AWAITING GUESTS, DISCOVERS JUNIOR 





“REMEMBERS THAT HER TRUSTY BISSELL 
SWEEPER WHISKS UP LITTER QUICKLY 
AND EASILY 





3 





TELLS JUNIOR HOW BISSELL BRUSH— 
CLEANER KEEPS BRUSH IN LINT-FREE 
PERFECT SWEEPING CONDITION 





4 





MARVELS AS EXCLUSIVE HI-LO BRUSH CONTROL 
AUTOMATICALLY AND FULLY ADJUSTS BRUSH 
TO EACH RUG, CLEANING THOROUGHLY 














CLEAN—UPS——AND CAN SAVE VACUUM 
CLEANER FOR PERIODIC CLEANING 








6 
See the new “streamlined” Bissells 
$3.95 to $7.50 at your dealer’s 





BISSELL 


Since 1876—the World’s Leading Sweeper 








GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 








YOU'VE 


ALWAYS WANTED 











The kitchen you’ve always wanted . 
modern, convenient, beautiful . 

today. For Kitchen Maid, the original standard 
unit kitchen, is now priced to the 
the average home owner. Write today for FREE 
color folder, 


KITCHEN MAID CORP.,493 SNOWDEN ST., ANDREWS, IND. 





- colorful, 
. can be yours 


urse of 


“Planning Your New Kitchen.” 

















RECIPES FOR DELIGHTFUL CLUB PROGRAMS 


Send a card or letter TODAY for complete details on how 
you can show the new, revised Better Homes & Gardens Illus- 
trated Lectures to your club. There are four lectures, of sixty 
slides each in colors, and manuscripts to describe each lecture. 

Your club members will be delighted to see these helpful lec- 
tures that show and describe many “how-to” 
making your home and garden more attractive. Here is a way to 
give your club the kind of entertainment that you have been 
looking for. For an early showing write today to: 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS — 8503 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, lowa 


suggestions for 


















a pea. cleanly with 
NO-S A cpathery, ores. 
lasting. Special price 

on or mere to Ladies’ Aids, 
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this easy-selling Ca 
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@ more fuss or 
bother sewing or corvian with 
stuffed fowl. Just lace a 27 Recipes 















Your LawnFence 


DiRECTFROMFACToRY <—~<« 


Buy 





Genuine Interlocking copper- 
steel, heavily galvanized Lawn 
Fence for homes, gardens, 
cemeteries. Lowest Prices- 
Freight Paid. 25 attractive 
styles, with ornamental posts 

gates to match. Write for 


free catalog. 
INTERLOCKING FENCE CO., Box 481, Morton, Illinois 





See Cooks’ Round Table of Endorsed Recipes, Pages 35 and 36 


There's Something Fish 


ABOUT THIS CONTEST 


Fins and fish cans all over the 
place! Hot breads popping from 
every oven! That’s what you’d have 
found had you dropped in during 
the fun of judging entries in the Fish 
Dish and Quick-Bread Contest an- 
nounced last September. 

Top place in the contest goes to 
the most soul-satisfying Baked Tuna 
Loaf it’s been our pleasure to sur- 
round. It’s this month’s Dish of the 
Month (likeness and particulars on 
page 35) and to its author, Mrs. R. 
T. Chambers, of Baden, Missouri, 
we send first prize of $5. It’s a bride’s 
first attempt at creation, by the way, 
for says Mrs. Chambers, “‘I was so 
impressed with a delicious baked- 
tuna dish before my marriage that 
right afterward I made it up from 
memory—and this was the result!” 

Right on the heels of Baked Tuna 
Loaf come 20 other fish and quick- 
bread temptations, netting their 
senders $1 each and a place on the 
Honor Roll. There’s a Salmon 
Soufflé—quick, economical, yet per- 
fect for company; a Savory Baked 
Pike that owes its piquancy to a 
bath of sour cream; and a clever 
stunt called Corn and Fish. In the 
bread line we vote most enthusias- 
tically for a positively mouth-wa- 
tering Orange Bread, Cranberry 
Mutflins, ideal for a frosty morning, 
Sunday-Morning Rolls with nutty 
underpinnings, and a Bran Corn 
Bread that’s more crunchy than 
bran loaf, less starchy than corn. For 
all these good things turn to pages 35 
and 36—shop below for the authors: 


Honor Roll 


Mrs. George Stanley Baer, Ashland, 
Ohio 

Mrs. R. M. Bolin, Ripley, Tenn. 

Ruth M. O. Bradbury, Outremont, 
Montreal, Quebec 

Mrs. Emelia Buchholz, Iowa City, 
Iowa 

Mrs. Hadley Cass, Seattle, Wash. 

Alice Fadrow, Richmond Hill, N. Y. 

Mrs. Sam Francis, Watseka, Ill. 

Mrs. A. I. Gordon, Madison, Wis. 

Mrs. Homer Howe, Pottstown, Pa. 

Mrs. Devereux Hunt, Salt Lake City, 
Utah 

Mrs. Mabel B. Kowalski, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana 

Mrs. Frank Kreizenbeck, 
Idaho 

Mrs. Eugene Lamer, Grand Mound, 
Iowa 

Theresa M. Lessmeister, Peru, IIl. 

Mrs. T. A. Lofgren, Seattle, Wash. 

Mrs. John Mitchell, Findlay, Ohio 

Mrs. Jane B. Mize, Stratford, Conn. 

Mrs. George D. Owens, Muncie, Ind. 

Mrs. George Plancsak, Akron, Ohio 

Mrs. Harold Starkey, Maple Plain, 
Minnesota 


Hailey, 


$25 fer Clever Cooks 


Here's a brand-new contest—a 
brand-new chance for feeding cash 
to the clay pig! For this month’s twin 
Contest for Cooks deals on the one 





Live in the Great 
Northwest? 


Here’s a Recipe Contest! 


THIS CONTEST Is a Closed cor- 
poration for homemakers living 
in the Northwest only. So—if 
you’re swinging your skillet in 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 
Northern Wyoming, or Mon- 
tana—you’re eligible. 

But please—the thing we 
want is 100-percent local color; 
that is, only recipes that are 
truly native to the Northwest. 
For each one we use, we'll pay 
you $1. Anything goes—your 
only limits are geographical. 
Send in your favorite recipes for 
fixing up prunes, apples, pears, 
salmon, potatoes, or any other 
food products that hail from the 
states we’ve named. The possi- 
bilities are endless. Give us the 
Northwest from soup to nuts— 
and you’re on the way toa prize! 

Prizewinning recipes will be 
featured this fall on our “SO 
Good Meals” pages. If your 
recipe is the basis for a special 
meal, send the menu too. Ad- 
dress “SO Good Northwest 
Meals” Contest, 6203 Meredith 
Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 








hand with Main Dishes With Rice, 
on the other with super-scrumptious 
Salad Dressings. Spanish rice, rice 
in cahoots with meats, fish, or vege- 
tables—their names are legion. But 
make certain that yours qualifies as 
a main dish for luncheon or dinner. 

Submitting a Salad Dressing? 
Then you’ve the fun of a free-for-all, 
for French, mayonnaise, or cooked 
dressings are all in the running. Per- 
haps you’ve some tangy new flavor 
you add to your French salad top- 
ping, or a way of varying creamy, 
store-bought dressing till it becomes 
something quite other. And don’t for- 
get to send the recipe for the salad 
with which your dressing travels. 

The recipe that’s most downright 
delicious and practical wins $5 as 
first prize and place as Dish of the 
Month for September. Honor Roll 
mention and a $1 award go to each 
of the twenty next best dishes. 


And remember, the winners of 
these 21 prizes, if they specify in their 
recipes one or more of the products adver- 
tised in this or in the past six issues of 
Better Homes & Gardens, will receive 
a package of each advertised product 
they mention, the Better Homes © 
Gardens Certificate of Endorsement 
for framing, and six copies of the en- 
dorsed recipe. | See next page 
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Easy Way to 
Clean Walls 
and all painted sur- 
faces! Put Dic-A- 
Doo on, wipe it off! 
No rubbing...no 
scrubbing... Even 
stubborn dirt is lift- 
ed out by this mod- 
ern cereal cleaner. 
Woodwork, floors, 
tile, linoleum, and 
stairs take on fresh 
cleanliness, at low 
cost and practically 
no work at all! Sold 
by hardware, paint, 
grocery and depart- 
ment stores. Write 
for FREE SAMPLE. 
Dept.C, The Patent 
Cereals Company, 


Geneva, N.Y. For OUTSIDE, too. 


DIC-A-DOO 
Paint CLEANER 














NOW IN PREPARED FORM 
New WATERLESS non-drip 
type—READY mixed. Used 
like cold cream. Put it on, 
wipe it off — everything is 
clean. 














** Prepared 
Dic-A-Doo” 
comes ina 

5 Ib. pail. 














Gently turns in 
the breeze—drying 
wash evenly and spotless- 
ly clean. Folds like an 


umbrella to store away. 
STAND IM 135 ft. finest line. Turns in 
ONE PLACE only 15 ft. of space. Does 
TO HANG EN- away with unsightly 
TIRE WASH clothes poles. Illustrated 


folder B-339 FREE. 
CLAY EQUIPMENT CORPORATION, CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 
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1. Write your recipe clearly on one 
side of the paper. Send but one recipe 
at a time and mark it “March Main 
Dish With Rice” or “March Salad 
Dressing Recipe.” 

2. Give measurements in Jevel cups, 
tablespoons, and teaspoons, never in 
heaping or scant measurements. 

3. Be sure to specify in your recipe 
the brand names of the nationally known 
food products you use as ingredients— 
products available everywhere. We 
must know them so we can test your 
recipe with the same brands you use. 

4. Include 50 to 100 words about 
the history or origin of your recipe. 

5. All recipes submitted become the 
property of Better Homes & Gardens. 

6. Contest closes midnight, March 
3}. 

7. Address the recipes you enter to 
5303 Tasting-Test Kitchen, Better 
Homes & Gardens, Des Moines, Iowa. 





Brush Up on Brushes 


[ Begins on page 32 | 


quick brush-ups of stair steps. If you 
don’t watch out, that man of yours 
will have it out in the garage brush- 
ing car upholstery! A furniture 
brush would keep it good company. 
Select one with bristles stiff enough 
to bring up dust, but soft enough not 
to injure delicate upholstery. Fabric 
lamp shades demand gentle strokes 
with soft bristles to keep that spick- 
and-span look. 


No HOUSE should be obliged to 
get along without bowl and bathtub 
brushes. It’s imperative that these 
be of the finest quality, guaranteed 
odorless and dripless. Naturally, a 
bowl brush that’s not water-resistant 
is bound to absorb odors and be- 
come limp and dirty in a short time. 
It should be used exclusively for the 
toilet, where it removes discolora- 
tion around the rim and down into 
the trap. It’s the only brush, by the 
way, that we’d advise you to scald, 
for boiling water injures most hair 
bristles. As for that bathtub brush, it 
almost guarantees you no stoop or 
strain. Anyway, it’s long enough to 
do away with that grueling bathtub 
stretch, it’s shaped to fit the curve 
of the tub, and it quickly erases 
splashes and high-water lines. 

Our wall brush, with its soft but 
firm horsehair bristles or lamb’s- 
wool fingers, will lift dust streaklessly 
from walls and ceilings. A weekly 
wall-brushing will save on papering 
and paint bills. Remember, walls 
should be cleaned with an upward 
stroke that lifts dirt right into the 
brush, yet doesn’t streak the walls. 
When your curtains and draperies 
get that in-between-cleanings dull- 
ness, brush them gently with the 
wall brush and watch them perk up! 


Tuo hidden, the brushes on your 
vacuum Cleaner and carpet-sweeper 
play important parts in daily clean- 
ing and may even move up and down 
to adjust automatically to the various 
heights of rug pile. 

Altho not an absolute necessity, a 
push broom for smooth floors is a 
pleasant change from your regular 
broom, tho it’s no substitute for a 
vacuum or a carpet-sweeper. 

Another nice-to-have is the long- 
handle window-washer. Apply the 
water to the pane with the brush, 
turn it over, and dry with the re- 





WHY MUST I ALWAYS WORRY 
ABOUT THE SUCCESS OF MY CAKE? 


A cooking teacher gave Jean a tip which 
should help all women who bake. 


ee | + i 


Jean: “Miss Mills, 
as a cooking teacher, 
your cakes always have 
to turn out right. But 
tell me, just how can 
you be sure?” 


Miss Mz “‘Many things 
contribute to cake re- 
sults, Jean, but I have 
found that one is surer 
of success with a 
steady action baking 
powder.” 
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Jean: “Why, that’s in- 
teresting. What kind 
do you use?” 


Miss M: “Royal, al- 
ways. It’s made with 
Cream of Tartar, and 
has a steady baking 
powder action that 
promotes a close, even 
texture. I use it in my 
classwork where my 
cakes have to be light 
and delicious.” 


2 
a) 








Jean: “Well—me for 
Royal! But doesn’t it 
cost more?” 


Miss Mz “Per can, yes. 
But only a fraction of a 
cent more per baking! 
The other ingredients 
in a cake cost from 30 
to 40 times as much 
as the penny’s worth 
of Royal you use. It’s 
poor economy to risk 
a failure.” 


















Steady Baking Powder Action 


This is the normal result 


of steady baking wder 
action. Note the delicate 
but firm grain and fluffy 
texture of this cake. It will 
retain its moisture and 
flavor—stay fresh longer. 








Uneven Baking Powder Action 


See how an uneven baking 
powder action may ruin 
texture by breaking down 
the tiny cell walls, make it 
coarse, crumbly. This cake 
will dry ou.—lose its flavor 
—get stale more quickly. 











SOMETHING YOU SHOULD KNOW 


ROYAL is the only nationally distributed baking powder that is made 
with Cream of Tartar—a pure fruit product from 


luscious, juice-heavy grapes. ROYAL leaves no 
“baking powder taste.” Ask your grocer for 
ROYAL when you buy baking powder! 


A HELPFUL COOK BOOK=-FREE 
if you bake at home, you should have a 
copy of the Royal Cook Book which tells 
you how to make delicious cakes, bis- 
cuits, muffins and pies. Send your name 
and address to Royal Baking Powder, 
691 Washington St., New York City. 
Dept. 103. 


Copyright, 1939, by Standard Brands, Incorporated 
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WATER SYSTEM! 


( eet is the very first requirement of an individual 
water system for suburban and country homes. 
Attracted largely by price, some owners have mistakenly 
purchased water systems with sustained capacity barely suffi- 
cient to supply one faucet at a time. Try turning on the 
water in such a home while other members of the family 
open faucets elsewhere in the house... and the water flow 
sinks to an aggravating dribble. You are fully protected 
against such disappointing performance when you install 
a teliable, precision built MYERS Water System of RY ZR 
adequate capacity. FS oy 
MYERS give you trouble-free life- 
time service at minitaum cost for 
operation and upkeep. Deep well 
and shallow well models to meet all 
conditions; for operation by elec- 
tricity, gasoline engine, windmill 
or hand power. Write today for 
interesting free booklet and name 
of your MYERS dealer. Use the 
handy coupon below. 


You can be sure of all the water 
you need, any time day or night— 
in kitchen, bathroom and laundry 
—at outside hose taps for sprink- 
ling and fire protection and in 
lines to barnyard and outbuildings 
should you live on a farm — when 
you purchase a dependable, full 
capacity MYERS Water System. 
World famous for quality, the 


“Pump Builders Since 1870” 


THE F. E. MYERS & BRO. CO., 321 Orange St., Ashland, O. 


Send free Water System Booklet and name of nearest dealer. 


YOUR FAMILY 
DESERVES IT 
oe 








Name 


Address —— 















Sit Youn Mat 
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Brush Up on Brushes 
[ From preceding page | 


movable rubber “squeegee” at- 
tached to the back. It’s quick and 
you can reach the high windows. 

A partner for the window brush is 
the scrub brush. Often, a wet mop 
doesn’t seem to touch the dirt on 
cement or tile floors. And you won’t 
feel nearly so sorry for yourself if 
you’ve a long-handle scrub brush. 
Now a twin scrub brush comes with 
long handle flexibly attached so that 
the brushes reach under low pieces 
easily and poke into corners. It 
really does the work with no squat- 
ting nor bending. 


Ten there’s the junior edition of 
the wet mop—a fairly short-handle 
yarn mop, fine for picking up splat- 
ters in kitchen or bathroom. 

Except for a few general sugges- 
tions, we'll leave the arrangement 
of the brushes to you. It’s a good 
idea to hang the seldom-used ones 
near the top. And dust mops and 





Frocks 
for Furniture 





Frocks? Slip-covers, of 
course. All that’s latest, and 
all that’s best, to know about 
slip-covers—just in time for 
your spring furniture dressing 
up...in NEXT MONTH’S 
Better Homes & Gardens. 
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BeAuTIFUL GARDENS 
WITH LESS WORK 


Every garden lover 
should send for these 
Free bulletins NOW! 


Here is a garden miracle worker 
that actually makes gardening 
more enjoyable. It’s called PIC 
Emblem- Protected Peat Moss. 
Flower gardens, vegetable gar- 
dens, lawns, trees and shrubs 
all grow better and look love- 
lier when PIC Peat Moss is used 
in the soil before planting. And 
what's more, PIC Peat Moss 
saves you cultivating, weeding and watering 
labor. Write today for our informative bulle- 
tins that explain how, when and why to use 
peat moss. They are Free to gardeners, with- 
out obligation. Just address Dept. BHG-3. 
PEAT INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
Div. Peat Import Corporation 
155 John Street New York, N.Y. 










Just mix with 
water..Rutland 












rh er Vi PEAT MOSS 
‘ few cents. ; Soba Protecled 
a 








dusters should hang above bowl and 
bathtub _ brushes. 

So much for the home-cleaning 
department. The brushes you use in 
food preparation and clean-up are 
another story, and definitely don’t 
belong with their dirty-job cousins. 
Hang them on a neat row of hooks 
over the sink or working area, or on 
the back of a convenient cupboard 
door. There’s the small aluminum- 
handle pastry brush that greases 
baking tins with a minimum of muss 
and seconds. Just dip it into salad 
oil and brush on. It’s grand for 
spreading thin icing, too, or brush- 
ing melted fat on newly baked bread. 
Among your vegetable brushes, have 
you a metal-bristle one that takes 
care of the peeling of carrots, par- 
snips, and potatoes and, of course, a 
regular scouring brush with stiff 
fibers for pan- and sink-washing? 


Tue percolator brush is a slim 
thing with a long handle which 
takes it right down the spout of your 
teapot or tube of your percolator. 

Glass coffee-makers rate a special 
brush with a curved shape that fits 
into the glass bowl. 

Bottle brushes of varying sizes and 














“traffic jams” in 
your present home, 
quickly, at small cost! Weisway gives you 
a complete, self-contained, leakproof bath 
in no more space than a comfortable chair 
requires. Easily installed in new or old 
homes. Foot-srip, no-slip floor of vitreous 
porcelain, safe wet or dry, easily cleaned. 
Models suitable for all homes from sim- 
plest to most luxurious. 

MAIL COUPON for complete information on 
how Weisways make ex- ae , 

tra baths onal possible. ry. 
2a 
HENRY WEIS Na 
MFG. CO. (Est. 1876 
320 OAK ST., ELKHART, IND. 


Without obligation please send details of Weisway Cabinet 
owers for | ] presenthome [ ] new home. 








Name. 


St 








City. State. —_ 














House, Winchester, Mass., stained with Cabot’s 
Stains. Prize-winner, House Beautiful Tenth 
Annual Competition. Architect, J. B. Foster. 


,. PRIZE-WINNING 











that cuts your 


upkeeP costs 


More than skin deep is the prize- 
winning beauty of Cabot’s Creosote 
Stain. It penetrates and preserves the 
wood, adding years to the life of your 
house. Because the initial cost is low, 
and you restain only at long inter- 
vals, Cabot’s Stains give the most 
economical beauty treatment that 
your house can have. 


Cabot's 
Shingle Stains 


CREOSOTE OR HEAVY-BODIED 


FREE BOOELET 
Stained Houses 


Contains full information. 
Shows pictures of many 
prize-winning houses 
stained with Cabot’s Stains. 
Write for your copy today Samuel Cabot, 
Inc., 1211 Oliver Building, Boston, Mass. 
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is Lb OM a 
Turn it 


RIGHT SIDE UP 


with 


AlkaSeltzer 





@ See how a bubbling glass of 
Alka-Seltzer will quickly help 
you ‘right side up” when an up- 
set stomach, attack of Acid Indi- 
gestion or a Headache makes 
you feel miserable. 


@ Alka-Seltzer is DOUBLY ef- 
fective because it offers relief 
in TWO ways. Its analgesic ac- 
tion relieves pain and discom- 
fort promptly and its alkalizing 
qualities help to neutralize any 
existing excess acid condition. 
Get a 30¢ or 6OC package 
at any Drug Store. 


SN AS ANN ANNAN NERA 





See This NEW 
FAIRBANKS-MORSE 


EJECTOR PUMP HOME WATER 
SYSTEM before You Buy! 











e peg epee 
an be located 
away from well. 
@ Low cost— install 
in one hour. 
®No moving parts 
below oon He 
e Write for FREE 
literature. 


FAIRBANKS-MORSE 


HOME WATER SYSTEMS 
600 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


FALSE TEETH 


KLUTCH holds them tighter 


KLUTCH forms a comfort cushion; holds dental 
Plates so much firmer and snugger that one can 
eat and talk with greater comfort and security; in 
many cases almost as well as with natural teeth. 
Klutch lessens the constant fear of a dropping, rock- 





ing, chafing plate. 25c and 50c at druggists... If 
your druggist hasn't it, don’t waste money on 
substitutes, but send us 10c and we — 7 you 
a generous trial box. © 1. Pp. 1c. 


KLUTCH CO., Box 2729-€, ELMIRA, N.Y. 





with stiff bristles that really clean 
are, imperative for scouring inside 
milk bottles, thermos jugs, pitchers, 
decanters—well, any of those thou- 
sand and one places that just can’t 
be reached any other way. Some 
slender, pliable ones are perfect for 
cleaning small-neck nursing bot- 
tles, vases, and cruets. 

If you do any canning you’ll need 
a fruit-jar brush. 

And there’s a tough little fellow 
of fine wire that cleans blackened 
utensils, giving them a regular fac- 
tory burnishing. Curved ends fit 
neatly into the bends of the utensil. 


So ROUND up your brushes and 
hang them so handily you can’t pass 
them by. Let them work for you. 
And if you find there are jobs for 
which you’re brushless, then our ad- 
vice is: Brush up on your brushes! 








Bedrooms in Camouflage: Does 
that sound mysterious and intri- 
guing? Well, it’s something about 
having bed room and bedrooms 
where there doesn’t seem to be any— 
and the hiding tricks are explained in 
next month’s Better Homes & Gardens. 








Just Four Walls 
[ Begins on page 16 | 


an occasional flash of a new color 
in the room. 

Your young daughter will adore a 
room as young, fresh, and colorful 
as she herself. Blue and white may 
be her first love. Or walls of clear 
bright yellow with trim in blue of 
the same intensity, will set the stage 
for the gay peasant furniture and 
fabrics now so popular. Wall-cov- 
erings with quaint patterns of rustic 
figures or naively drawn flowers are 
charmingly girlish. 

In your bedrooms, don’t let a 
blanket warning against too much 





Allow for your boy’s taste 


pattern tie you down. (See Photo- 
graph 7.) If plenty of design on walls, 
curtains, carpet, and bedspread is 
what you truly enjoy, then go to it. 
After all, we each deserve one room 
in the house that’s the answer to our 
personal longings. 


Boys: ROOMS can be robust and 
amusing. Since your young male will 
likely be hanging college streamers 
and stop signs all over his walls, 
plain paper, wall linoleum, or paint 
may be the best choice. Stores are 
full of chintzes appealing to large 
and small boys—ships and gulls, 
hunting scenes, methods of trans- 
portation. If his furniture is maple, 
bring yellow, marine blue, or wood- 
land green into the picture. With 
darker woods, go in for still more 
robust colors. There are stencil deco- 
rations of every conceivable hobby, 
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RED CEDAR 


SHINGLES 
WEATHERED 
THE STORM 
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International News Photo. 


An aerial picture of a stretch of the Bay front near Westhampton, 
Long Island, showing one of the many substantial homes roofed and 
walled with Red Cedar Shingles. Though it was lifted by wind and 
tidal wave from its former foundation, which is indicated by the 
dark spot visible just beyond the shoreline, the house remained intact. 


AMAZING RESISTANCE REPORTED 





Eye-witnesses, who traveled over the New England states in 
wake of the appalling storm of last September, report that Red 
Cedar Shingles “stood up splendidly” . . . and in many in- 
stances, where other types of roofing were ripped from build- 
ings, Red Cedar Shingled homes remained completely intact. 


It’s the Strength 
of Giant Cedars 


For every year of growth 
there appears an annual ring 
of reinforcement and many 
eedars are hundreds of years 
old. Nothing shoddy about a 
Red Cedar Shingle—100 per 
cent genuine cedar wood from 
tip to butt—just as safe and 
trustworthy today for modern 
roofs and side-walls as they 
were for the buildings of the 
pioneers. Good appearance, 
and stylish, with deep shadow 
lines and soft colors that har- 
monize with foliage and flow- 
ers. You will be proud of your 
home roofed and walled with 
genuine Red Cedar Shingles. 


FOR GUARANTEED GRADES AND QUALITY, SPECIFY— 





CERTIGRADE 


Fred pass official in- 
spection for grade and quality. 





Photo by Harold Orne. 


RESIST 200 MILE HURRICANE 


An official of the Mt. Washington Railway Co. 
writes: “The Observatory buildings are shingled on 
the exterior sides and roof with Red Cedar Shingles. 
The New England hurricane left the buildings at 
the summit unscathed despite a recorded five-min- 
ute average of 165 miles per hour of wind and an 
estimated gusty wind in excess of 200 miles per 
hour ... At the same time, we lost 2.300 feet 
of track trestle at an estimated loss of $75,000.” 







AD 


Sold only by established 


lumber dealers. 


Write Red Cedar Shingle Bureau, Seattle, Wash., or Vancouver, B. C., Canada. 
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Send for 
FREE BOOKS 
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CORK INSULATED 
SHINGLES 
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|G Home of Your Own 


BUILT OF 
LONG-LIFE MATERIALS 


A well-built, modern home is the safest form 
of investment. Such homes, built of Carey 
Products, have proved the foundation of fi- 
nancial indepen -y for many. Anchor your 
family to a home of your own—built NOW, 
while your building dollars go further. 
To peese exact cost of building above house in your town, 
mail coupon for oe Materials List of Carey Edition of 
Bildcost Home No. 806; take List to nearest Carey Dealer 
who will figure cost, required down ya and monthly 
installments under low-cost F. H. financing. 
Regerdicss of plan you select, make sure pow new home 
odern, permanent, low in upkeep, by using 
Casey Products. ey pay their way. Mail coupon now. 


THE PHILIP CAREY COMPANY 
Dependable Products Since 1873 
LOCKLAND, CINCINNATI, OHIO 


The Philip Carey Co., Cincinnati, Ohio 

Please send name of nearest Dealer, Carey Edition of 
BILDCOST List of Materials No. 806 and 28-page book 
giving valuable building suggestions. 
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CASCO glues wood| =~ 








linoleum, leather, paper, etc. 


® Fix furniture, toys, loose linoleum, | 
peeling wallpaper, books, boats or | 
umbrella handles...you need only one 
glue...CASCO. It’s different. Makes | 
joints that actually resist heat and 
moisture. CASCO saves you time and 
trouble because it makes a lifetime 


repair the first time. 


CASCO is easy to use. Just add water 
and it’s ready. No mess. No heating. 
Economical, too. You get ail glue for 
your money... you add the water. 


—GLUING GUIDE FREE— 








36 pages, illustrated. Shows how other 
home owners make-permanent household 
repairs, crack-filler, water-resistant white- 
wash, etc. with CASCO. Send your name 
and address (a penny postcard will do) to 


CASEIN COMPANY OF AMERICA 
Dept.H-339 
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Reduce Cost—Speed Production J 
Complete line of Battery Equip- 
ment for Chicks. Broilers, Pullets 
and Layers. Thousands are mak- hh 
ing money the ARNDT way. B& 
FREE Booklet tells the whole 
story. Write for it. 


Dept. 46, 
M. H. ARNDT MFG. CO. Trenton, WN. J. 
a ee 











Just Four Walls 


sport, and vocation that can be 
painted along the top of the walls 
just below the ceiling or picture 
moulding. 


In THE guest room don’t gild the 
lily! Over-elaborateness is as out of 
place there as it is anywhere else in 
the house. Keep in mind both men 
and women guests, using clear, 
bright colors but avoiding startling 
schemes—too great contrast between 
walls and trim, for instance. White 
trim flatters any wall color and sug- 
gests the simple Early American 
style which almost everyone enjoys. 
Steer away from wall effects too in- 
dividual, too feminine or masculine. 
The wall-covering might be some- 
what formal, with classic garlands 
or vase and wreath motifs. Or still 
safe but distinctive is the room where 
the wall against which the bed is 
placed is covered with patterned 
paper, with the other three walls 
plain but harmonizing. 


Baturoom walls are schemed 
with the colors of the floor linoleum, 
and practical wall linoleum comes in 
many colors. (See Photograph 3.) 
Gaiety is certainly tops in the mod- 
ern bathroom, showing up in vivid, 
solid colors, fabrics, or amusingly 
patterned, water-resistant wallpa- 


[ From preceding page | 


per. The colors in the hall or ad- 
joining rooms must help you choose. 

But what about rooms below 
deck? Basement playrooms, where 
furniture is rather unimportant, 
count on walls for their gala effect. 
Make them light, since not much 
sunlight usually enters. Try off- 
white, cream, or tan, with trim in 
lacquer red or rich purplish blue. 
Add another color for chair cover- 
ings or curtains, perhaps a clear, 
spring green. Anything goes in the 
way of decorations, except the for- 
mal and dignified. Paint stores have 
all sorts of stenciled friezes and trans- 
fers, striking or silly as you like. 
Use these on painted walls—perhaps 
a procession of absurd animals re- 
peated around the room. Or paint 
your doors a bright color, say lac- 
quer red. 


WALL-covERINGs, preferably 
washable, are good playroom cover- 
ings. If you’re nautically inclined, 
adopt a marine motif with white 
paint for trim, wainscoting, or dado. 
Wallpaper above this dado could 
swoop with sea gulls against an ocean 
sky. Or use sky-blue linoleum for the 
upper part, with a fishy deep-sea 
wallpaper for wainscoting. 

So now—inspired with ideas, good 
luck to you and your walls! 





Ten Sure Steps to Early Spring Bloom 


[ Begins on page 22 


and lobelias, thrive with such care 
and several hundred may be germi- 
nated on one brick. Water in which 
the brick rests should be kept as 
nearly as possible at constant depth. 


One of the trickiest pitfalls to be 
sidestepped is a _ too-early start. 
Young seedlings destined for gardens 
should arrive there after their first— 
certainly their second—transplant- 
ing. So here’s where we need to use 
germination timetables and some 
brainwork, and to hold fast to a 
not too optimistic opinion on when 
spring will come to stay. 

Special treatments for tempera- 
mental seeds vary just as much as 
the methods good cooks use for 
mixing superb salad dressings. and 
feather-light cakes. ‘‘ Fall sowing” 
may be done in March thruout the 
middlewest where the weatherman’s 
graph of early spring temperatures 
rockets up and down like a roller 
coaster. If sown early in March, 
annual poppies, larkspur, corn- 
flowers, California-poppies, spider- 
flowers, sweet peas, Jasmine Tobac- 
co, ambrosia, and all the others 
recommended for fall planting will 
have quite enough winter and still 
get off handily to the start during 
cool weather of earliest spring which 
they prefer. 


Pant in each flat, if not all of one 
kind, at least such seeds as germi- 
nate in practically the same time. 
Zinnias, which are sure to be up 
within five to seven days, can get 
distressingly leggy if you’re trying 
to keep the flat warm and moist for 
late-rising snapdragons at the other 
end, which will require three weeks. 


Chronically slow—so don’t give 
up hope—are heucheras, veronicas, 
lychnis, some campanulas, thalic- 
trums, and chrysanthemums. 

A garden as gay as the gaudiest 
seed-catalog cover can be raised by 
any beginner from seeds if he’ll 
plant Dahlia-flowered Zinnias, 
double African Marigolds, Heart of 
France Asters, which are of the 
wilt-resistant type, double-fringed 
annual pinks—and to edge all this 
color, Giant Candytuft and compact 
Blue Cap Ageratum. All will be 
showing green within a week except 
the asters, which will be pushing up 
before the end of the second week. 


Sreps of true alpines should, as a 
general rule, be sown in small boxes 
and wintered outside where they can 
freeze and be given plenty of the 
‘snow broth” recommended by 
M. Henri Correvon, of Floraire, 
the famous alpine nursery. If your 
seeds come too late for that, keep 
them from perishing for lack of 
homelike surroundings by giving 
them seats on an ice cake or a perch 
in an electric refrigerator until they 
start to germinate. How much Na- 
ture can teach us of methods of 
handling seeds! Conditions which 
injure one plant are ideal for anoth- 
er. Some even freeze such seeds in 
ice cubes. After that, give them a 
cool, moist, and airy treatment. 


ln FULL light and sandy soil you 
can germinate rare sedums, semper- 
vivums, certain of the saxifrages, 
lithospermums, hypericums, and 
others, but almost forget the water. 
In some weather young sedums fade 
out with only two [ Turn to page 75 
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Keep your water-closet 
bowls glistening and 
clean as new with Sani- 
Flush. Easy to use—no 
unpleasant scouring. 
Cannot hurt the plumb- 
ing connections. Shake 
a little into the bowl 
twice a week. 


| Sani-Flush 


F Cleans Water-Closet Bowls 








@ This advertisement appeared 
when Sani-Flush was new. Sani- 
Flush is still the easiest and best 
known way to clean toilets after 
27 years. (Also cleans out auto 
radiators.) Directions on can. 
Sold by grocery, drug, hardware, 
and five-and-ten-cent stores. 10c 
and 25c sizes. ... The Hygienic 
Products Company, Canton, O. 





KILL RATS WITHOUT POISON 


Every Time. | 
K-R-O is made 
from Red Squill, a 
raticide recommended 
by U.S. Dept. Agr. (Bul. 
1533). Ready-Mixed, for 
homes, 35¢ and $1.00; Pow- 
der, for farms, 75¢. All 
Drug and Seed Stores. 
Damage each rat does 


KILLS RATS 
ONLY 








LANDSCAPING For wowes 


Women landscape architects are unusually success- 
ful. Prepare yourself by mail for this well- 
paid, outdoor work. Easy, home-study 
course is thorough. Mrs. E. W. H., o 
Md., earned good money even 
while learning. ‘‘Cleared $1200 in 
3 months,” writes W. G. N., 
Utah. Write for details. 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
6057 Grand Ave. Des Moines, lowa 












STANDARD GARDEN TRACTORS 3, 


Fruit Growers, Poultrymen. a, 
1 & 2 Cylinders ~ 

High Wheels. Rubber or 

Steel Tires. Walk or Ride. 
Do Belt Work—Free Catalog *% 4 

STANDARD ENGINE CO. 

Minneapolis, Minn. Philadelphia, Pa. New York, N.Y. 
3202 Como Ave. 2416 Market St. 148 Cedar St. 
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The Eatin’ o’ the Green 
[ Begins on page 48 | 


tutes the main dish of the meal, made 
of chicken, fish,.or other substantial 
provender. 3. The dessert salad, 
usually made of fruit. 


In a nutshell, perhaps this explains 
as well as anything why the whole 
subject of salad is such a baffling and 
exasperating one. Salads are all 
things to all women. They defy clas- 
sification or identification. They are a 
phantom, a will-o’-the-wisp, an ignis 
fatuus, a non compos mentis, and e pluri- 
bus unum. 

When someone threatens, in non- 
chalant tone, ““We’ll have a salad 
for dinner,’ just what does she 
mean? Everything or nothing. There 
may seem a trace of bitterness in this 
remark, but it’s literally true. What 
can you do for something that can 
be a relish, a dessert, or even a whole 
meal? How can it be defined, parsed, 
conjugated, or declined? Yes, on sec- 
ond thought, it can be declined. 
Thank Heaven for that. 

(To add to the confusion, the kinds 
of dressings used on salads are stag- 
gering. Take Thousand Island dress- 
ing, for instance. It was all right 
until the surrealists and W. P. A. 
mural-painters got to messing 
around with it.) 


Wauat makes the whole thing seem 
so hopeless is the fact that salads are 
the one department of cookery that 
resembles modern wrestling, in 
which everything goes and nothing’s 
barred. It threatens to demoralize 
the whole philosophy of cookery, for 
the salad may eventually supplant 
everything else on the menu. To the 
caterpillar or potato-bug the entire 
diet is a salad. Some day it may be 
the same way with human beings, 
and then what? 


* * * 


Research indicates that it all began 
when the devil tempted Eve with an apple. 
And so, by adding bits of celery and 
other odds and ends, came the Wal- 
dorf Salad of ancient writ. 

The medieval Italian poet, Malza, 
upheld this theory, giving Adam the 
credit for the first salad—and justi- 
fying the masculine touch neglected 
for so long. Since the original par- 
ents were thrown out of Eden, hu- 
manity has been in constant uproar 
as to just what the ingredients 


should be. 


Cowper, translating Vergil, in- 
cluded a poem on salad. Jean Jacques 
Rousseau, who compiled a botanical 
dictionary and sowed the seeds of 
the French Revolution, thus emi- 
nently qualifying as an expert on the 
subject, wrote a scholarly thesis on 
salad, recommending that it be pre- 
pared by a girl between 15 and 18 
years of age. Since you can never tell 
what a girl that age is going to do 
next, Rousseau evidently knew his 
cucumbers—that is, if you accept 
the feminine prerogative. 

The French chemist, Chaptal, 
wrote a chapter on salad. Several 
centuries ago there arose a wise 
saying that four persons were neces- 
sary to the making of a salad—a 
miser for vinegar, a spendthrift for oil, 
a sage for salt, and a maniac for mix- 

















TRY Atnerica’ Finest 
Low Priced RUGS 


at Our Expense!* 



































SEND YOUR OLD 
RUGS .. CLOTHING 


Write today for New FREE OLSON RUG BOOK. See all 
the rich NEW Rug Colors, Patterns — authentic Early 
American— 0riental— modern Texture and Leaf designs 
—fashionable Solid and Two-tone colors — Homespun 
Mixtures—dainty Ovals—in Actual COLORS. 


Y FAMOUS Olson Process we sort. 

merge and reclaim the valuable wool 

in all kinds of rugs, carpets and wool cloth- 

ing—shred, sterilize, card, bleach—then 
redye, respin and weave into modern 


Reversible Broadloom 


—two-sided Olson rugs that have won 
the praise of editors, women everywhere. 


It's All So Easy—your materials are 
gt up at your door at our expense 

y Express or Freight, rushed to factory 
and your order completed in One Week. 


Olson Rugs have a Beauty all their own 
—a deep-piled texture on both sides—a 
superior “twist’’ weave, so rich in char- 
acter—yet so amazingly inexpensive. 

Any Special Size You Want—woven 
seamless up to 16 feet wide and by any 
length—sizes you can’t getelsewhere. ,—— 
*We Guarantee To Satisfy or re- 
fund your money and pay for your 
materials.Our 65th year.Over 2 mil- 


lion customers. We have no agents. 
r Se A A I SS ae Sa 


| OLSON RUG CO 


| 2800 N. Crawford, Chicago, I1l., Dept. G-42 
Largest Weavers Dealing Direct with the Home 


| CHICAGO NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO | <MaAIL 


] Gentlemen: Yes, mail the big, New OLSON 
RUG BOOK in colors, FREE to: 


3 ANY SIZE You weep 


4 REVERS BLE For ‘ 


5 ~ PATTERNS 
CHOOSE FRoy 


6 OLSON’s mo 
la a:7 
GUARANTEE * 


Spring Byington, 
famous “‘mother”’ of 
20th Century-Fox 
“Jones Family” 
series, has Olson 
Rugs, like 2 million 
other American 
mothers. 


Fil | | 


J Addree.--nnna ena ncaecoeeeecessectentestessensse | BOOK in COLORS 


[tor ee ee ee ne -j —66 Pages of Rugs, Model Rooms 
mee ees ee eee COPYRIGHT 1929.0.2.CO = = a soe and Decorating Suggestions, 
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Why is Royledge so satisfying—so practical? 
Because of its wonderful patented edge, which is 
double thick and strong. Just “feel it” and 
you'll understand why this is the most serv- 
iceable shelving you can buy. It’s beautiful, 
too—in a choice of colorful patterns for every 


closet in your house. 


Royledge costs 5¢ for 9 ft. at all 5¢ and 10¢, neighborhood, 
or dept. stores. (10¢ sizes, too.) Roylace, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Royledge Shelving 
immediately wins con- 
fidence. It doesn’t curl at the 
edges to become a catch-all for 
dust. It goes up in a jiffy without tacking — lies 
straight and neat—stays fresh and clean for months. 
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ROOSTER automatic 
WATER SYSTEMS 


No matter where you live, you can enjoy all the 
comforts and conveniences of running water 
with an ample supply for all purposes. Select 
a sturdy, dependable HOOSIER and be sure 
of all the water you want for drinking, laun- 
dry, bath, lawn, garden and fire protection. 
Sizes and types to meet every need—capaci- 
ties from 225 gallons to 3,000 goltoas per 
hour. Deep well or shallow well. Electric 

asoline or windmill powered. Many special 
eatures perfected by more than 70 years ex- 
perience in rural water supply. No rusty wa- 
ter. Oil and water can’t mix. 
Heavy duty construction for 
life-time service. 


Write For Free Book 


Ask your dealer or write us 
for free book that will help 
you select equipment exactly 
suited to your requirements, 
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FLINT & WALLING MFG. CO. 
332 OGak St., Kendallville, indiana ° 
Makers of the New STAR Zephyr Windmill 
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KILL WEEDS Quicxcy, Easuy! 


Hauck Kerosene Flame-Gun—2000°F. controlled heat— 
*, quickly, easily, economically destroys weeds (seeds and 
all), brush, other objectional growths. Keeps roadways, 
fences, irrigation ditches, orchards, etc., clean. Hundred 
and one uses. Inexpensive — Safe — Easy to use. Saves 
time and money. 10 day Free Trial. Write 
for Free Literature and prices. 


S =-  MHAUCK MFG. Co. 
“S121 Tenth Street, Brooklyn, New York 





















DON’T LANDSCAPE 
UNTIL YOU'VE SEEN THIS BOOK 


Better Homes & Gardens’ new picture 
book, ‘‘See How to Plant Your Home 
Grounds,” solves all your landscaping 
problems, eliminates all uncertainties. 
Fifty-two pages of garden charm and 
beauty. Three hundred illustrations 
and diagrams of home grounds that 
have done themselves proud, yours to 
look at and learn! Also twenty-two 
common landscaping errors which 
warn you what not to do. Order your 
copy today. Price, only 25 cents. Ad- 
dress Better Homes & Gardens, 6903 
Meredith Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 





The Eatin’ o° the Green 


ing it. The last-named specification 
confirms suspicions! 


* * * 


Tre word “salad” itself comes 
from old Italian “‘salata,” meaning 
salted. (Green vegetables were salted 
and eaten raw.) In French, it is 
salade; in Italian, insalada; in Ger- 
man, salat; in Russian, salate; and 
in Spanish, ensalada. 

As to definition, this is as good as 
any: “‘Almost any kind of food sea- 
soned with oil, vinegar, salt, pepper, 
and various other condiments.’ The 
latitude thus permitted is so great 
that nothing short of Einstein’s 
curved space will encompass it. 

One authority says nine different 
components may be used: 1. Green, 
leafy vegetables, such as lettuce, cab- 
bage, water cress, and endive. 2. 
Vegetables, such as string beans, 
asparagus, tomatoes, celery, etc. 3. 
Fruits, such as apples, pears, ba- 
nanas, apricots, grapes, etc. 4. 
Cheeses. 5. Eggs. 6. Nuts. 7. Fish. 8. 
Meats of all kinds; and 9. Miscel- 
laneous. In other words, nothing is 
outlawed! 


* * * 


Note: The roughage - and - vinegar 
school of salad-making gained unex- 
pected support in 1911, when Rotary In- 
ternational was organized, to usher in the 
era of head lettuce and Thousand Island 
dressing. Other luncheon clubs followed, 
and now head lettuce is such an important 
item of Big Business that they have 
strikes and break heads over it. 

Head lettuce was invented about 
the year 1900, to take the place of 
the ordinary garden variety of limp 
leaves, inhaled with vinegar, bacon 
grease, or cream dressing. The im- 
proved variety was the greatest re- 
inforcement that has yet come to the 
stalwart roughage-and-vinegar 
school. Nevertheless the sweety-pie, 
or miscellaneous catch-all, salad is 
still firmly entrenched. 


* * * 


B UT, the basic and correct way to make 
a salad is to take head lettuce, car- 
rots, onions, cabbage, endive, chic- 
ory, water cress, tomatoes, and pos- 
sibly two or three other vegetables, 
chop or tear them up in the raw, in 
a wooden bowl, use a trace of garlic 
if you like, add a French dressing, 
or make your own out of salad oil, 
vinegar, lemon juice, salt, paprika, 
and such like, and mix or toss the 
combination—serving from the bowl. 





Or COURSE, there are variations, 
dependent upon individual tastes, 
but when you eat a salad of this gen- 
eral structure, you’re observing the 
true functions of salad consumption. 
This is the straightforward mascu- 
line way—simple, strong, direct, 
elemental—like broiled beefsteak or 
ham and eggs—always dependable 
and functional. Let decorative and 
confectionery motifs fall where they 
may. 

Occasionally we encounter 
thoughtful women who veer toward 
this general technique. Florence 
Brobeck, an eminent authority, in a 
treatise on meals for spring, shows 


[ From preceding page | 


the divine spark when she says: 
“Combinations of greens and vege- 
tables now possible are almost un- 
limited. To please the discriminat- 
ing, they should be not only flawless, 
fresh, and full of the spring-garden 
juices; they must also be clean, cold, 
and tossed lightly in a seasoned oil. 
A ‘well-ripened’ wooden bowl and a 
cut clove of garlic with one or two 
herbs are considered essential by 
some cooks.” 

Away back at the end of the last 
century Elizabeth Pennell wrote: 
“Chives for Spring—the delicate 
chives, the long slim leaves, fair to 
look upon, sweet to smell; sweeter 
still to eat in a crisp green salad. The 
name is a little poem; the thing itself 
falls not far short of the divine.” 

Now those two women said mouth- 
fuls. They’re really getting some- 
where. 


SoMEWHERE in this fair land 
are happy homes where the mem- 
bers of the family are cheerful and 
kindly, and the specter of divorce 
never rears its ugly head. In such 
homes you’ll find a sturdy, simple 
bowl—let us say of wood—devoted 
to making salad that is salad; and 
innocent, prattling children are 
taught while standing beside their 
mothers’ knees, or sometimes draped 
over their mothers’ knees, that sal- 
ads are to be made of fresh, edible 
vegetables, salad oil, good vinegars, 
paprika, lemon juice, and other 
minor flavorings, but never with 
sweet fruits, roast turkey, meringue, 
bird seed, or treacle. 

The nation is worth saving for pos- 
terity. Fundamental, basic elements 
of strength must be conserved intact. 
Therefore the simple, rugged salad 
of our forefathers must be restored to 
its pristine glory, that it may be the 
bulwark of a great, free people. 





A Mother’s Garden 


Dear God, I long for power to 
create 

Good soil for youth, committed 
to my care. 

And, in my eagerness to cultivate 

Enduring plants of vigor, firm 
and fair; 

I pray that I may harm no tender 
shoots 

Of genius, lurking there con- 
cealed from me; 

Or dampen joy in bearing splen- 
did fruits 

Of talent and originality. 


May they be warmed by an illu- 
mining sun 

Of tolerance; 
gentle rain 

Of wisdom; and sustained by 
faith in one 

Who tempers winds of sorrow and 
of pain. 


soothed by the 


All gardeners strive for growth, 
upright and tall. 

A mother’s garden is the best of 
all! 


—Florence West 
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NEW! ALADDIN READI-CUT 


WORLD’S LOWEST-PRICED 









BUY DIRECT—SAVE UP TO 30% 
Yours! .-. a beautiful, new Aladdin home at up 
to $800 saving by buying direct from our big mills 
NOW! Your choice of 98 designs, 4 to 10 rooms. 
Aladdin Readi-Cut Method saves 18% material 
waste, 30% labor—prices include all lumber 
Readi-Cut, siding, millwork, windows, doors, 
interior woodwork, flooring, roofing, hardware, 
nails, paints, stains, var- 
nish—and we pay freight! 
NEW CATALOG! Packed 
® with full-color illustrated 
home values (that comply 
with F.H.A. loan require- 
} ments). Summer Cottages 
$300 up. Send 25¢ forthis big 
new catalog No. 307 TO- 
DAY! Write nearest mill. 


— ae 
ALADDIN CO. Porical ox. HSHISAN 
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Hining Orass 


Andirons, Firesets, Screens, Baskets, 
Grates and period Mantels of highest No. 
quality material at lowest prices. Fire- 216 
= furnishings of polish d or antique 
rass, wrought iron and black. Also a 
complete line of electric fireplaces. 
If building, remodeling or refurnish- 
ing, send for our FREE helpful cata- 
log giving vital information about the 
—- heart of the home. Write 
today. 


COLONIAL FIREPLACE COMPANY Ax<iroxs 20 
Migrs. of Colonial Damper 510.35 Tue 
4628 West Roosevelt Road, Chicago, Ill. $935.“ 


















Once in place — always in 
place... No putting up. No . 
taking down...No painting. 
No storing. No repairing. 


Pella Rolscreens are 
inconspicuous. They im- 
prove the appearance of 
your home. Make rooms 
lighter. Keep windows and 
draperies cleaner. Give 
quick, easy access to locks, 
awnings and window boxes 
—are insect tight! A touch 
of the finger and Rolscreens 
roll up, automatically, onto 
hidden rollers. Self-clean- 
ing. Made of rustless, clear 
vision wire-cloth. 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE. Over a mil- Dosble  gleed 
lion in use on homes Cost- ~teiscreened 
ing $5000 and up. Made for all win- 
dows. Send for interesting FREE Book- 
let, “The Lifetime Window Screen.” 
3 Mail coupon today! 


ROLSCREENS 


PELLA CASEMENTS VENETIAN BLINDS 


Rolscreen Co., Dept. 539, Pella, lowa 


Without obligation, gieees send FREE Book- 
let, “The Lifetime indow Screen.” Also 
literature on CD) Pella Casements, () Pella Vene- 
tian Blinds, 0 New Home, 1) Remodeling. 
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The House 


That Color Makes 
[ Begins on page 37 ] 


cornice of still deeper red-violet, are 
flowered in rose, dubonnet, and 
fuchsia, in purple, burgundy, blue, 
and yellow—all this against a back- 
ground of off-white. A little nest of 
Hepplewhite tables stands invitingly 
before the sofa, while drop-leaf ta- 
bles of the same style at the sofa’s 
ends hold lamps with hand-painted 
china bases of rose-beige, shades of 
beige trimmed in rose. Twin Vic- 
torian chairs upholstered in gold 
damask round out the sofa group. 


A GREEN lounge chair and one in 
Victorian style sheathed in brown 
satin offer seats across the room. 
The wall pictures are drawn into the 
scheme, with red-violet frames echo- 
ing tones in draperies and sofa. 
Thru a gracefully arched doorway 
we enter the dining-room where 
again walls are off-white and wood- 
work blue-green. The drop-leaf ta- 
ble, chairs, and buffet are French- 
lacquered and hand-decorated. On 
one side a cupboard has been fin- 
ished in Chelsea blue and lined with 
canary yellow. The bright china and 
gaily colored decoratives help to 
make the Dennys’ dining-room one 
of the most blithe spots in the house. 


From both living-room and din- 
ing-room lead royal-blue doors, in- 
viting one into a shady screened 
porch. Off the dining-room is the 
breakfastry with its window full of 
glass shelves, luxuriant with growing 
things. Stairs lead from it down to 
the garage level, halfway between 
the house and the basement. In the 
basement you'll find a family play- 
room and the servants’ quarters. 
Joining the breakfastry is the kitchen, 
its second door giving quick access 
to the front entrance, its third lead- 
ing delightfully to the rear terrace. 

So much for the right side of this 
pleasant Atlanta home. Let’s start 
again at the front, turning left from 
the entrance hall into the pine- 
panel den. Maple furniture and 
bright chintzes live here. A kneehole 
desk occupies a bay window. Built- 
in bookshelves are filled with vivid 
jackets. A mulberry carpet covers 
the floor. 

Down the hall behind the den, 
two bedrooms are joined by a bath. 
One of these is the guest room, deli- 
cate in shell pink and white. 


Tue second room is decked in red, 
white, and blue for the children. 
White spreads on the four-poster 
beds carry appliquéd soldiers and 
flags. An old chest in one corner 
houses the toys of Betsy and Dick. 

Across the hall is the master bed- 
room, schemed in hydrangea blue 
and yellow. Those warm yellow cur- 
tains we glimpsed from outside are 
crisscrossed, and trimmed in ball 
fringe. Walls are soft blue; the dress- 
ing table is skirted in brown and 
white polka dot; the spreads on the 
spool beds are yellow organdy 
bound in hydrangea blue. 

But Mrs. Denny, who learned 
about cramped quarters from apart- 
ments, says the nicest things in the 
whole house are its 11 closets! 
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BRER RABBIT’S ADVICE TO WIVES: 










TO CHEER A COLD, HUNGRY MAN 
GIVE HIM BAKED BEANS AND 







BOSTON 
BROWN BREAD 


Sift together 1 cup 
bread flour, 2 teaspoons 
soda and 1 teaspoon 
salt; add 1 cup corn 
meal and 1 cup whole- 
wheat flour. Mix % cup 
Brer Rabbit Molasses 
with 2 cups sour milk; 
add dry ingredients. 
Beat well. If desired, 
add 1 cup raisins or 
nuts. Steam 2 hours in 
greased molds filled % 
fulland covered tightly. 


THIS IS IMPORTANT! When you serve Boston Brown Bread, every- 
body expects the real plantation flavor of old-time molasses. So 
be sure to make it with Brer Rabbit—made from ‘reshly crushed 
Louisiana sugar cane. Nothing else gives the luscious flavor you 
get from this fine molasses. Use Brer Rabbit for all your molasses 
cookery. Buy a can from your grocer today! 





( F RE E I Brer Rabbit's famous book of 100 recipes for deli- 

cious gingerbreads, cookies, cakes, puddings, breads, 
muffins. candies. Clever menu ideas. Address: Penick & Ford, Ltd., 
Inc., New Orleans, La., Dept. B-4. 
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Fresh from Colonial Wars, handsome Captain John Norton founded the famous 
Bennington Pottery Works in 1793. Always a lover of exquisite art objects, This Lovely Colonial Footstool 
it is little wonder that his bedroom furniture reflected the essence of colonial — only: $2. 
utility and charm -. . Fortunately, his inherent good taste is handed down in . — Apne peeks Beye 
this captivating set — painstakingly reproduced by his very descendants in or a limited time, this charming, hand 
P 8 P or aie y y dants pegged full sized stool will be sent you ar 4 
historic old Bennington, Vermont. All the grace of the mellowed originals is fraction of ts valee-roshow youthebewuti- 
retained — enhanced by the skillful craftsmanship of third and fourth genera- ful finish and exceptional craftsmanship of 
tion Cushman furniture makers. Cushman Colonial Creations. 


N , FREE — he 6 
Ask to see Cushman Creations a¢ your dealer's, Admire their satiny, — “ — mie kenge mamma 


glowing mapie fipish, sturdy ‘mortise and tenon’’ construction, and (including ‘Decorating Suggestions for a Colonial 
time-worn rounded edges. Then — the biggest surprise of all, Cushman Home"'). For booklet only, send toc to cover 
Creations really are not expensive! They will fit into your budget as mailing charges. Adéren : 
cosily as into your charming bedroom — and new pieces can always be H. T. CUSHMAN MFG. CO. 
added to your set! Cushman furniture is made for every room. Every Boa 28, North Bennington 

genuine piece has the famous **Cushman’’ name stamped /#7e the wood. 


Selected for House Beautiful 
Magazine’s Radio City House 










































The Diary of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


[ Begins on page 8 | 


almost summer. Grass is definitely 
green. There is crocus bloom on the 
south side of our house. I didn’t 
stop to look much or argue. I put on 
those old overalls and went to work. 

A year ago I reported here that 
my friend Paul Bosley, the rose 
grower, had advised me to uncover 
my roses just as soon as the frost is 
out of the ground in the spring, 
while the plants are still dormant 
and no growth begun, rather than 
wait till warm weather. 

Last spring I took this advice and 
uncovered my roses quite early. It 
proved to be just the thing to do. 
The leaves came out naturally. What 
cold weather we had didn’t harm 
them at all. It’s much better than to 
wait and uncover long white shoots 
that have been growing under soil 
mulch, which will be damaged by 
any late frost or even by high wind 
and hot sun. 

So today, without hesitation, I 
uncovered all my Hybrid Tea and 
Polyantha Roses except a few in one 
spot where the soil seems a bit too 
wet to work yet. I’m convinced that 
this is by all odds the best thing to do. 

In the garage was waiting me a 
box of some new roses ordered. So I 
set to work to set them out in the 
new rose bed I began last November. 
After I planted them, I hilled soil 
around them up about 6 inches. I'll 
leave this for about two weeks or so, 
until growth starts. Then I'll pull it 
away. This protects the canes from 
drying out until the roots can take 
hold and begin to push up moisture. 


As we sat at Sunday 
Mat. 20 dinner, David spoke 


n. “ Well, Daddy, we’re waiting for 
you to explode,” said he. Maggie 
had picked some of my precious 
crocus blooms and had them in a 
little bowl on the dining table. They 
looked so nifty I didn’t have the 
heart to put on my act as I usually 
do when she cuts something for in- 
doors that I don’t want cut. 

That thermometer 


Mat. 22 stood at 82 when I was 


outdoors this afternoon and at least 
14 things to be done at once. One of 
these is that I began putting plant 
food on the lawn. This is earlier than 
usual, but a friend of mine who has 
experimented a lot says that the first 
application should be on early, in 
time to give the grass its first start. 
So I’m trying it out on a section of 
the lawn. I'll compare it alongside 
later applications on other portions. 
I also put some on the old rose bed, 
too, as a similar experiment. 

Then, just for appearance’s sake, I 
began spading up a bed. Some years 
I feel rich enough to hire a neighbor 
boy to do most of the spading. He 
showed up this afternoon, wanting 
his old job back. But I shooed him 
away. It’s up to poor old Dad to do 
it himself, this year. Otherwise, no 
spring hat for Maggie. 


Mar. 23 Ugly outside, so I 


stayed indoors and 
read the April Better Homes G Gar- 
dens, just come. I always read what 
the Week-End Gardener writes and 
marvel at the chap. 


And I note that Tom Carlisle, 
who draws those little pictures for 
the Diary of a PDG doesn’t realize 
that Donald and David are growing 
up. Why, Donald, who will be 14 in 
a month or so, is taller than Maggie 
and nigh as tall as I be, while David 





**. .. Carlisle doesn’t realize Don- 


ald and David are growing up”’ 


is reaching up, too. Queer thing, a 
youngster never grows older in a 
cartoon. The Katzenjammer Kids 
are still the same age they were when 
Theodore Roosevelt was president, 
while Chester Gump hasn’t grown a 
bit in 18 years. But the children of a 
PDG do grow. If Tom Carlisle had 
to pay the bills for their new shoes 
and new clothes, he’d realize it. 
Drove up to Tiffin to 


Mat. 28 be on the program of 


the Tiffin Women’s Club tonight 
and talk about keeping our out- 
doors beautiful. But land sakes, that 
club doesn’t need a talk like that. 

Right across the street from the 
attractive little clubhouse there has 
been done a fine work of beautifying 
the river bank and abutting parkway 
—plantings of evergreens, shrubs, 
and trees. The trees are a memorial 
to the boys from Tiffin who lost their 
lives in the World War. There’s an 
inconspicuous marker with a name 
on it, at the base of each tree. The 
Women’s Club was responsible in 
considerable measure for this beau- 
tification. 


Mar. 29 Came on the train to 


Johnstown, Pennsyl- 
vania, this afternoon and a little 
before 6 o’clock, as I sat in the lobby 
of the Fort Stanwyx Hotel, in bustled 
Perce Appleyard, president of the 
Wayside Garden Club, and George 
Simon, of the Tribune, and bless me 
if they didn’t take me over to Sta- 
tion WJAC, the local radio station, 
where George puts on a nows broad- 
cast each evening. And Appleyard 
interviewed me on the air. That 
never happened to me before. 


Donald and I went 
Mat. 3/ down to the campus to 


hear Earl A. Trager, chief of the 
naturalist division of the National 
Parks Service, speak on national 
parks. He told of how the naturalists 
have been appointed to the national 
parks to lead tours along Nature 
trails and to give lectures in the eve- 
ning to the thousands of visitors 
who come to the parks, hungry to 
learn about Nature’s secrets and to 
understand what they see. 

Then he showed movies and still 
slides of some of the parks. These 
were of unusual interest to us. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 























































BE GOOD TO ME! 
| Want Red Heart Dog 
Biscuits Every Day!“ 


Your dog ought to have deli- 
cious 3-flavored Red Heart Dog 
Biscuits every day. Why? Be- 
cause they are rich in essential 
vitamins, minerals, iodine, and 
irradiated yeast. They’re grand 
for teeth, too—help remove tar- 
tar, harden gums. Free! Write— 
today—for booklet, Dogs, Their 
Care and Feeding. Address: 
John Morrell & Co., Dept. 123, 
Ottumwa, Iowa. 


RED 
HEART 


DOG BISCUITS 










































To help you select your 


... Plan now 
a restful, carefree trip on 
modern Union Pacific trains 
to the San Francisco World’s 
Fair and other interesting 
Western attractions that may 
be conveniently visited either 
going or returning... Consult 
any Union Pacific representa- 
tive or send for free booklets. 
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Ten Sure Steps to 


Early Spring Bloom 
[ Continued from page 70 | 


drops too much, and sempervivums, 
while coming quickly, go out almost 
as fast under littlke more than a 
heavy dew. 

Trollius and bog primroses, if 
you’ve dreams of these dancing 
before your eyes, must be kept close 
to near drowning. 


For acid-loving ferns, shortia, 
lobelia, and mimulus, use rain water 
or that made acid with aluminum 
sulphate. Give them a cold, damp 
spot in the shade. Granulated peat- 
moss is a real help in making a seed- 
bed of a spongy consistency for them. 

Seeds of small bulbs—scillas, 
snowdrops, and grape-hyacinths— 
need to be sown as soon as possible 
and given a cool, moist-but-not-wet 
treatment. Even so, germination is 
often erratic—from a few days or a 
few weeks to a year after planting. 

Transplanting is to be looked 
upon as a necessary major operation. 
Move the small plants with as little 
damage to their fragile roots as 
possible since a crippled seedling 
never has the stamina that a robust 
youngster displays. Have the soil of 
the seedflat slightly moist and work 
as rapidly as you can and still be 
careful. An orange-wood stick from 
someone’s manicure set makes a 
good trowel for very small seedlings. 
A wooden label or a narrow putty 
knife is used for huskier ones. 


Many successful gardeners prefer 
to transplant as soon as the second 
pair of leaves appears, perhaps just 
as many others wait for the third 
pair. Reset the seedlings in soft soil 
where they have room to develop 
and give them water and shade from 
the direct sun until the following 
day. If you’ve miscalculated or the 
spring is unreasonably late, trans- 
plant a second time before placing 
the young plants in permanent beds. 

Should the ravages of damping- 
off attack your plants (the stems 
turn brown close to the soil, and the 
plants topple over), don’t wait, but 
remove the still-healthy ones from 
the flat at once. Six luscious pink 
columbines are six luscious pink 
columbines to be cherished and 
marveled over even tho you did have 
20 to start with. Damping-off fungus 
is like any childhood disease. It will 
spread to the others in less than no 
time. Moist, sunless weather helps it 
spread. Give themmore air next time. 


Ir YOU’RE ready now to enter the 
ranks of the seed sowers, there’s a 
glad lift of heart in store for you. 
For no green is so fresh, so alluring, 
as your very own seedlings swelling 
daily in their tidy rows. No garden 
can ever be quite so completely 
satisfying as your own assembly of 
stocky plants which you’ve brought 
all the way up from seeds. 





When to sow common annuals in 
all parts of the United States is told 
in Better Homes & Gardens \eaflet 
No. b-g-93. It includes a map showing 
the last killing frosts in regions where 
frost is a factor in seed-sowing. 








JOHNSON’S WAX gives banisters, 
lampshades and table tops a wonderful, lus- 
trous polish admired by everyone. There 
are 100 household uses for this real wax 
beside its main use for floors, furniture 


and woodwork. 



























IMPORTANT: Johnson’s Wax is a 
blend of pure waxes only so a little 
rubbing is necessary to produce 
a wonderful long- 
lasting polish. But = 
remember, real wax ae SEITS Aso 
gives greater protec- ’ 
tion and beauty—is JOHNSON'S 


more economical to use! 





S. CC. JOHNSON 





Colored with the 
New “PERFEC- 
TION” DYES 
make Beautiful 
Rugs. Send this 
ad with 10c for a package of the New World’s Fair colors 
—Aqualon Blue, Pink. Wine, or Yellow (your choice) 
and we will send a package any other color desired FREE 


W. CUSHING & CO. DOVER-FOXCROFT, ME. 
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If your floors are protected with 
a shield of Johnson's Wax, they 
will stay beautiful always— free 
from scuff marks and wear. 


This charming, white mantel 
and the picture frame are pro- 
tected from dirt and smudges by 
a gleaming Johnson Wax pol- 
ish. Also, the handsome mar- 
ble and the andirons are wax 
protected for easy cleaning. 


(Below) These painted canisters 
are bright and shining! Sticky 
finger marks can’t cling to the 
sleek Johnson Wax polish. The 
oilcloth on the pantry shelf is 
also waxed, so dishes won't 
stick to it. It’s so easy to clean! 





COPR. S.C. JOHNSON & SON, INC., 1939 


(paste or liquid) 


& SON, INC., RACINE, WIS. 





KINKADE GARDEN TRACTOR 
and Power Lawnmower 


A Practical, Power Plow and Cultivator 
for Gardeners, Suburbanites, Florists. 
Truckers, Nursery men. FruitGrowers 
Low Prices - Easy Terms 
American Farm Machine Co. 
1135 33rd Av.S.E. Minneapolis, Minn. 
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I Keep House With a Memory Board 


bubbles or the dishes are washed— 
the notation made large enough to 
be seen from any part of the room. 

A kitchen blackboard (or one of 
the new white boards) is the answer. 
Almost as good is the composition, 
thumb-tack, bulletin board. 

I have both. I would! The black- 
board is a yard square and hangs 
at comfortable arm height at the 
end of my kitchen range. Anything 
to be remembered—a job, a date, 
a message for anyone in the family 
simply goes ‘‘on the board,” and 
(blessed relief) “‘off the mind.” 

If this wall space were to burn 
tonight, I probably wouldn’t know 





» what work I’d planned for tomor- 


row, what groceries were to be 
ordered, bills paid, telephone calls 
made, or clothes bought or mended. 


On THE opposite wall over my 
kitchen worktable is a strip of com- 
position board (20 by 48 inches) 
painted to match the kitchen wall. 
This offers surface for thumb-tack- 
ing recipes and menu lists, bills (in 
an attached bill clip), and three 
sheets of suggestions and simple de- 
tails of household routine for the 
benefit of regularly employed help. 

These latter sheets have been 
more valuable to me than I can 
estimate. “‘Maid trouble”’ results too 
often from a lack of definiteness 
on the part of either or both the 
server and the served. To be able 
to direct a likely applicant to a list 
like this, ask for reactions and 
whether she’s prepared to follow 
essentials, or is willing to learn, is 
the simplest and least confusing 
way I’ve found for getting our col- 
lective cards on the table. Then, 
later on, when Mary appears to be 
neglecting to sterilize the baby’s bot- 
tles, it saves mutual annoyance to be 
able to say, ‘Mary, would you like 
to check over that list of ‘Things to 
Do for the Baby’ and see if you’ve 
questions or suggestions about it?” 

In a period of seven years I’ve 
had but one household helper, and 
she was an elderly fill-in, who didn’t 
accept the household save-your- 
head-for-making-judgments system 
with enthusiasm. 


Build up a routine first for the 
worst spot of the day or week! 
Then go on from there! There’s 
something about a time-work sched- 
ule that I find doesn’t fit in with the 
exigencies of modern living. One of 
the most unnerving things that can 
happen to any of us is the feeling 
of being rushed, harried, with time 
at our heels. The knowledge that at 
9:15 the beds should be made isn’t 
likely to contribute to the equanim- 
ity with which I eventually do make 
them, if between 9 and 9:30 I must 
settle one doorbell, three telephone 
calls, and a playground dispute. 
Routine, however, is another mat- 
ter. It merely means doing this first, 
this second, this next, steps falling 
into place between or around inter- 
ruptions with no incriminating clock 
making faces at you. Routine, for a 
time-mortgaged Mary, is as im- 
portant as eggs in an angel-food cake. 
We Marys should start out with 
the very least satisfactory, most con- 
fused spot in the whole day or week, 


take that apart, line it up, and follow 
the new arrangement until it’s a 
habit. And then go on from there. 

Washday! Breakfast! Sunday 
morning ! Company dinner! No mat- 
ter what the offender is, if it annoys, 
something can be done about it. 
Dr. Lillian Gilbreth, mother of 11, 
and dean of modern household 
engineers, says that any job has 
three parts: (1) get ready, (2) do it, 
and (3) clean up after. 


In MY own struggles toward good 
routine, I’ve noted that most house- 
hold headaches result from a slight- 
ing of job-parts 1 and 3, and that 
the way to reorganize a bad house- 
hold situation is to shove everything 
possible into the “get ready,” then 
properly care for the “clean-up.” 
Several years ago, for example, 
we found Sunday mornings, for 
grown-ups at least, singularly hec- 
tic. What could I do that I hadn’t 
been doing to “get ready” for the 
day? Plenty! A few plans made the 
night before and I found that the 
3- and 5-year-old could actually 
get up and have breakfast without 
our assistance. Cereal on the range 
and ready for heat. Toilet for both. 
Hands and faces washed. Fruit and 
milk from the refrigerator. Table 
set. Cereal done. Could they do it? 
They could, did, and loved it! 
There was only an occasional com- 
motion, and no disasters. Now, a 
year and a half later, a 4- and a 7- 
year-old not only get their own 
Sunday breakfast, but do dishes and 
get ours (all but bacon broiling and 
coffee water poured into the pot), 
get themselves ready for Sunday 
School (pigtails excepted), and have 
the dinner table set when their dis- 
gracefully lazy parents come home 
from church or golf. Dinner we’ve 
boiled down to cold roast and salad, 
made Saturday, plus one hot dish. 


Irs a grand day. We love it. 
Supper dishes wait till Monday. So 
do room clean-ups. I mention it all 
only to show how routine built 
around a truly planned “get ready,” 
and providing time for satisfactory 
“clean-up,” can add to the sum 
total of managerial happiness. 
Then here are other management 
practicalities worth a word or two: 


Don’t permit an annoying situa- 
tion to repeat itself constantly: 
Either settle it, or try not to be 
annoyed by it. Don’t, for instance, 
struggle morning after morning to 
see that a child gets to school on 
time. Give him an alarm clock and 
tell him he’s on his own. The first 
day we tried it, our first grader was 
one-and-a-half hours late. Now she’s 
the family clock-watcher, her own 
time-check, with three tardy marks 
in 11 months. The record, as it 
stands, is far more desirable than 
perfection had it been attained at 
the sacrifice of her own initiative 
and the family’s peace of mind. 
Don’t, for another example, dis- 
sipate precious nervous energy dash- 
ing to the assistance of one who’s 
bellowing, ““Where’s the new Better 
Homes & Gardens?” Have a regular 
place for newspapers and magazines 
in an arrangement of monthly pro- 


[ Begins on page 33 ] 


gression. The fellow who leaves a 
copy in his room is dealt with by the 
next fellow who wants it. 


Don’t cut your talent for self-ex- 
pression or community service in 
too many pieces: Mary, who’s 
likely to be imaginative, is as much 
in demand as executive Martha. If 
your family is growing and you’ve 
not too much help, pick out the one 
outside activity that will give you the 
most life and yet take least energy. 
And learn to say “No” gracefully. 


Where choice is involved, ask 
yourself, ‘“‘Which procedure prom- 
ises most ultimate satisfaction for 
effort required?” Shall I give 
Betsy a piano lesson, walk with 
Billy to the park, start cleaning the 
attic, or have the Piersons over to 
supper? If I decide that attic-cliean- 
ing: actually is going to give nicest 
returns for time spent, then I clean 
the attic. The point is—choose with 
a reason. Don’t follow blind habit. 


Remember that there’s almost al- 
ways an easier way to do a job: 
Men seem to know this instinctively. 
Women tend to cling to outgrown 
ways of doing things. A friend was 
cutting pineapple for a party. Her 
12-year-old son wandered into the 
kitchen, eyed the stack of rings in 
the open can, plunged a knife into 
the can center, and with eight dips 
cut the entire canful. Imaginative 
Mary can beat Methodical Martha 
when it comes to devising short-cuts. 


Do you heartily dislike a job? 
Then eliminate, delegate, reorgan- 
ize, or pull its stinger with a wisely 
selected labor-saver. Select a wom- 
an-by-the-day who’s skilled in the 
sort of work you most dislike. 

Lay your cards on the family 
table. If other members understand 
how annoying some jobs are for 
you, they’re likely to be more co- 
operative about taking on their 
share of the annoyers. The purchase 
of an ironer not only removed a 
task I found extremely tedious, but 
gave me a good half-day of free 
time right in the erstwhile crammed 
center of my week. A switch in 
vacuum cleaners not only took ten 
years from my back but allowed a 
simplification of the whole house- 
cleaning regime. Even the woman 
who hates to cook will cease her 
teeth-grinding if she’s awarded an 
efficient range, a refrigerator with 
oceans of room for storage and freez- 
ing, and a good electric beater. 


Your very inadequacies may, 
wisely utilized, inspire a fine type 
of family co-operation: Family 
co-operation is to easy home man- 
agement what elastic is to the mod- 
ern bonnet. Executive Martha may, 
for her own sake, be too competent 
and may easily end up with a one- 
man-operated corporation, for 
which she does all the work but from 
which she gets no bouquets. 

There are logical home responsi- 
bilities for every family member. 
And every family member may 
tactfully be made aware of them. 


They'll all love you for it and life= 


will be sweeter and so will you. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, MARCH, 1939 
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By Homer L. Jacobs 


Kickep fair in the head again is the 
theory that planting home grounds is 
“fine if you can afford it.”” These pictures 
are graphic proof that planting booms 
real-estate values so sharply you can’t afford 
not to plant. 

A Kent, Ohio, M. D. and his wife—Dr. 
and Mrs. T. H. Schmidt—built the house 
less than 10 years ago. It reared much 
too high. The lot, a corner one, was itself 
higher than the streets and neighboring 
sites. This fact, and the steeply pitched 
roof and tall column of the outside chim- 
ney, gave the place a raw, harsh look. 

But look at it now. Mrs. Schmidt planned 
the landscaping herself. It was made of 
inexpensive shrubbery which wouldn’t re- 
quire a professional to maintain. 


Front Entrance—Before: High, screen- 
ing shrubbery around the property was 
hardly necessary in this lake-shore sub- 
division, peopled as it is with “the right 
sort.”” Careful treatment of the foundation 
was more essential; border planting could 
serve chiefly to mark the entrance and the 
property lines. 


Front Entrance—After: When autumn 
frosts touch the countryside, Boston Ivy 
cascading the chimney’s length becomes 
even more beautiful. 

Virginal Mockorange at the base of the 
chimney and beneath the solarium win- 
dows is easily controlled by pruning, and 
supplies a burst of white blossoms in the 
spring. Low-growing Japanese Barberries 
at the street entrance enclose the open 
lawn and give it a boundary without em- 
phasizing its lack of depth as a higher plant- 
ing would do. Junipers liven the entrance. 








t 

Before—side view: This is 
how the house looked from the 
street, not a line concealed to 
make it the least intriguing 


After—Now there is» 
shade from the afternoon 
sun and a good view of 
and from the side street 
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Garage Entrance—Before: Subduing 
the garage entrance is one of the toughest 
problems in landscaping small homes. This 
entrance, exposed to a side street and park, 
yawned like some monster fish. 

Yet there were two growing children in 
the family, and this service and play area 
couldn’t be given over to space-consuming 
shrubs. Said Mrs. Schmidt: “We'll use 


” 


trees. 


Garage Entrance—After: Today the en- 
trance has subsided beneath a mass of 
foliage. The peak of the roof is well below 
the top of a Silver Maple planted on the 
bank above the driveway. Weeping Wil- 
lows on each side of the driveway carry the 
screening mass of foliage to the ground 
and yet leave the lawn to the right of the 
driveway free for play. On the steep bank 
near the corner are two Norway Spruce 
trees, and in front of them are low-growing 
Japanese Barberries. The  screened-in 
porch and bedroom farther back, added 
to the house since the first picture was 
taken, overlook a private garden and pool 
separated from the service area by a num- 
ber of pines. 


Side View—Before: The living-room 
windows on this side of the house face the 
south. Mrs. Schmidt wanted a pleasing 
view of and from the street, and shade 
from the afternoon sun. Too much plant- 
ing could easily “smother” the house. 


Side View—Alter: The view’s intact, you 
see, and there’s no smothering. Yet the 
whole effect is softened by the Schwedler 
Maple, which breaks the roof lines, and by 
clumps of Regel Privet at the corners to 
break the foundation line. Regel Privet 
responds so readily to pruning that it can 
be held at any height and trained, as de- 
sired, below or around the windows. 


How much did landscaping boom the 
dollar value of the Schmidt’s place? In a 
way, it doesn’t matter, except to the 
Schmidts. What does matter to you is this: 
How much will good planting boom the 
dollar value of your home? How much 
will it boom your pride and your place in 
your community? It’s for you to answer. 
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Before—front entrance: The problem here was to 
minimize the height of house and soften the angles 





After—Now the house is tied down and mellowed, 
and yet most of the narrow lot is left open for lawn 





Before—zarage entrance: Concealing this entrance 
with shrubs alone would take too much play space 
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After—Weeping Willows on each side of the drive 
now carry the screening mass of foliage to the ground 
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PERSONAL 
HOME 
POWER 


BRINGS THE 
KEEN ENJOYMENT 
OF EFFORTLESS MOTORIZED 
MOWING TO EVERY HOME! 
% Built for family operation and service. Starred 
with features which remove the drudgery of old- 
style lawn mowing methods — full 20” cut, Briggs 
& Stratton Engine, Timken Bearings, Goodyear 
Rubber Tires, Budget Plan service thru your dealer. 

' 





HIGH SPEED 
CUTTING 


% Revolutionary in design and performance. 
Think ; Speedway cuts a 32” swath 150 feet long in 
15 seconds —175 square yards in a minute — equal 
to 2 acres an hour. A sensation for professional 
cutters. Demonstrations arranged. Sprepway, 
$335.00; Ricutoway, $265.00; Power Models 
from $145.00 to $495.00; F.O.B. Factory. 


NOW! DEMONSTRATE AN ECLIPSE 
HAND MOWER ON YOUR OWN 





Eclipse dealers everywhere offer you the opportu- 
nity of actual demonstration on your own lawn of : 


* Finger Tip Adjustment 

* Automatic Sharpening 

* Winged Performance 

Budget Plan service through Eclipse dealers 


Eclipse, Prophetstown, Illinois. BH-3 
Send information on: 
] Ecurse “Rocket” 
[] Equpse “Speedway” Commercial Power 
Mowers 
[] Ecusrese Rubber Tired Hand Mowers 
Name 


Home Power Mower 
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DAD’S 
ractical 
Pointers 


Non-Stick Cork 


t@ To prevent the cork or cap 
for a bottle of glue from sticking, 
first wash and dry, then dip in hot 
paraffin. Or, if no paraffin is handy, 
a coating of ordinary floor or furni- 
ture wax should help.—D. VanH. 


Band-Saw Hint 


t@ Don’t use oil or any other lu- 
bricant on the guides of your band 
saw. The oil will immediately catch 
all the sawdust in sight, gum up the 
guides, and deposit a gummy coat- 
ing on the wheels.—H. C. W. 


Space-Saver Closet 


t= A box on casters (non-swivel) 
and shelves nailed under the steps 
will help you utilize the space in 
that basement-stairs closet. ‘The box 


pulls out for easy accessibility; glides 








back completely out of the way. 
Canvas flap, fastened to one side, 
will keep dust out of the box; small 
partition at lower step eliminates 
dust-catching corner.—H. S. 


Bits and Drills 


t= Keep your bits and drills well 
polished. In deep-hole drilling, it’s 
essential that flutes be smooth and 
polished in order to eject the chips 
properly. Rusty flutes won’t throw 
out the chips, and this fault often 
leads to the more serious one of 


burned drills.—S. B. 


Ladder Mittens 
t2 If you think the top ends of 


the ladder may mar a newly painted 
house, just slip an old pair of gloves 
or mittens over them when using 
the ladder.—W. L. B. 


Workshop Hint 


t@ Rust spots on workshop ma- 
chine tables are easily removed by 
rubbing with No. 8 wet-or-dry gar- 
net paper moistened with turpen- 
tine.—S. B. 





Chimney-Cleaning 


t@ Altho some chemicals burned 
on 2 tire will clear soot out of the 
chimney fairly well, the old-fash- 
ioned method is still as good as any: 
Chop up an old dry cell or flash- 
light battery, and throw the pieces 
on a very hot fire. Or, lieu of 
battery, use mason-jar tops or any 
| pieces of zinc.—T. A 








beyond words? 
R. M. s. 


NO. 249 


@ Rose gardeners everywhere 
are enthusiastic about it! Dis- 
tinct from anything yet seen! 
Glorious, vivid shades—rich 
glowing salmon blending with 
exquisite pure pink and orange 
base. Has won four Gold Medal 
awards! Vigorous, Dreer-quality 
plants, $1.65 each, prepaid. 


Also — don't miss the are! 
new Rose SEQUOIA 


A vigorous free-blooming Rose 
of luscious pumpkin-flesh, suf- 
fused apricot. Strong wiry stems. 
$1.65 each, prepaid. 

DREER’S 1939 GARDEN 

BOOK sent FREE. More than 

a catalog. Abounds in novelties 

and old favorites. 


HENRY A. DREER 
418 Dreer Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Prices That Please 


Send for our new big FREE Catalog— 
146 pagesof bargains; all hardy north- 
ern grown varieties; all reselected and 
pre-tested for your protection—every- 
thing you need for big profitable yields 
in field crops or garden. Send 10c for 
TRIAL OFFER (3 for 25c) Postpaid: 
Seeds for a 30 ft. row of Asters, Sweet Peas, 
Pansies, Marigolds or Zinnias. SPECIAL: 
Introducing the wondreus new deep wine 
Scarlet O'Hara Morning Glory, large flowers 
in abundance. Trial 
package 25 cents 
JOUN A. SALZER | SEED Co. 
Box 153 Crosse, Wis. 

























New Sensation for 1939 
Cole’s “CACTIMUMS” 


Cactus flowered mums—entirely new development 
in chrysanthemums. Novel quilled flowers large as 


greenhouse mums up to 5 inches in diameter— 
hardy as the hardiest outdoor varieties. Two 
varieties—Apricot Glow—lovely apricot pink suf- 
cused with salmon; Sun Gold—prilliant golden 
yellow. 


Special Introductory Offer 1 ¢!.Fash $1.00 


Truehedge Columberry (Plant Patent No. 110) 
New hardy, dense growing shrub and hedge plant— 
glossy deep green color—fully described in free 
folder. Tells how to create totem poles, topiary 
designs and espaliers by your own handiwork. 
FREE—Cole’s Color Catalog 

Describes one of America’s finest collections of 
Roses, Shrubs, Trees, Evergreens, Perennials, 
Fruits. Write for it today. 

COLE’S NURSERY, 1141 Mentor Ave., PAINESVILLE, 0. 









JUST, AMERICAS MOST BEAUTIFUL 
OUT! Mursery and. zed BOOK 


FREE! From America’s Largest Direct- /* 
® To-You NURSERY. Sensational 
beautiful new flowers, fruits, seeds, shrubs, 1 
World’s Fair roses, etc. Natural colors. Guaran- 

‘a teed stock. Low prices. Gifts and 
Planting Guide Free to customers. 
Get something new, different, better. 
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Write today 
Mrs. LOX 















Gorgeous Salmon pink. Each flower 
dollar. Strong, 
| healthy free blooming. Order Postpaid 
—— ee 35 each. Special 25c 
jn 1939 EDITION NOW READ 
booklet... Sketches and 
data insure success with 
creations in full color. Write today! 
JACKSON & PERKINS COMPANY 


actually larger than silver half 
direct. We'll ship at planting 
evEn-sTATE NURSERIES 139 E St.. HAMBURG, IOWA 
Write for this serie 
roses. Also 26 latest rose 
The World’s Largest Rose Growers 













Dept.B39 Newark, New York State 
20 Bulbs, 25c 
100 for $1.20 

POSTPAID 







‘Wal the early Dower: of spring. 
Bulb catalog tree. 


GARDENVILLE BULB GROWERS 
16 B, TACOMA, WASHINGTON 












Famous 
Flower Folks 


NO. 1 IN A SERIES 





Alex Cumming, Jr., 


MUM MAN 


As A gangling, Scottish-born 


youth of 16, Alex Cumming stood in 
the garden of his Pennsylvania home 
place and watched old-favorite chrys- 
anthemums shrivel under the early 
November frosts. 

And he’s never forgotten. For 26 
years now, since he first began grow- 
ing them in Elizabeth Park in Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, he has worked to 
create hardier, earlier-blooming 
chrysanthemums. 

In the years from 1912 to 1920, he 
originated a few varieties, such as 
Alice Howell and Ruth Cumming. 
In 1920 he took charge of his Bristol 
Nurseries and began all over again. 
He assembled all early, hardy gar- 
den mums and set about by hybrid- 
izing to better them. In 1928 he 
brought out his first, the yellow 
Barbara Cumming. Then came Oc- 
tober Girl, Ruth Hatton, Frances 
Whittlesey, and Jean Cumming. 

He wasn’t satisfied, however. In 
1928 he struck out for hardy new 
blood—and developed an entire new 
race of mums—the Korean Hybrids. 
It took five years of work before he 
put out his first Korean Hybrid, 
Mercury, in 1933. Others followed, 
singles and doubles, all amazingly 
bright colors. 


Lasr year he brought out the be- 
ginnings of a second new race of mums 
—the Iridescents, in which he has 
blended the chrysanthemum and 
the Painted Daisy. Introduced so far 
are Symphony, Caliph, Mandarin, 
Saladin, and Urchin. 

He has also created many other 
new flowers—the double Bristol 
Fairy Babysbreath, the hybrid early- 
blooming Japanese Anemones— 
September Charm, September 
Queen, and September Sprite—the 
Sun God Gaillardia, and the new 
Salmon Glow Phlox. 

Mr. Cumming smokes a pipe. He 
keeps careful record of his hybridiz- 
ing work, and college professors of 
genetics come to his nursery to study 
the plant breeding from facts neatly 
set down in his little black books. 
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Easter Parades to 


November 
[ Begins on page 14 ] 


newly lighted, seem almost too ethe- 
real for a still chilly world. Blue and 
white glory-of-the-snow, and the 
brave and fragrantlittle Netted Iris in 
gold and azure, contribute harmoniz- 
ing notes in this prelude to spring. 


April: Daffodils constitute the 
dominant chord in the rising cre- 
scendo that is April. Flaunting, 
trumpeting colonies in ivory and 
gold against trailing yellow forsythia 
keep jubilant company with prim- 
roses, creamy gold to mauve and 
rosy apricot. Wild columbine broods 
like bevies of miniature redbirds 
somewhere in the middle distance, 
while the coruscating blue of Pul- 
monaria angustifolia and the shining 
pansy and viola cohorts swell the 
diapason. 

For a more formal border you may 
prefer stiff, but lusciously colorful, 
phalanxes of Dutch Hyacinths with 
white Anemone sylvestris nodding 
above them, perky little white and 
pink English Daisies down in front. 
Against evergreen euonymus or Eng- 
lish Ivy this is irresistible and espe- 
cially appropriate for a city garden. 


May—First Place to Tulips: May, 
officially crowned queen of all the 
months, is ushered in with such 
clashing of cymbals and swirling of 
draperies we are hard put to it to 
choose only a few from all her treas- 
ures. Nobody will deny first place 
to tulips but the Oriental Poppies 
vie for honor. 

Here are two suggestions, taken 
more or less at random from dozens 
of choice ensembles. One is for the 
tough, the other for the more ten- 
der-minded. Try tulips, plenty of 
them, in tawny red-orange to apri- 
cot and pale yellow; of these John 
Ruskin, Reve d’Or, Moonlight, with 
yellow reflexa, are among the best. 
Add _ blue-lavender Tulips Cote 
d’Azur, Reverend Ewbank, and 
Dream. Clumps of yellow ladyslip- 
pers—last word in May magnificence 
—against clouds of native maiden- 
hair, Grass Pinks, white-and-amber 
Poet Narcissus, feathery blue hosts of 
Sutton’s Royal Forget-me-not every- 
where underfoot. It all tots up to 
something pretty delectable. Add 
Siberian Wallflower and Iceland 
Poppies; it fairly shouts to the sun. 

Also try pink and white Tulips 
Sirene and Carrara, white trillium, 
masses of grape-hyacinths, both 
white and blue with pink or white 
annual or perennial forget-me-not. 


The Competing Beauties of June: As 
we swing along into June, we fairly 
bog up in a welter of bloom. It makes 
one dizzy trying to choose. Anyway, 
here’s a brilliant grouping: Orange 
Globeflower, salmon to brilliant 
tangerine Arkwright Lychnis, with 
dazzling blue of Sutton Dwarf An- 
chusa edged with blue and pale- 
yellow iris. Add strategically placed 
clumps of fragrant Lemon Daylily, 
creamy foxgloves; apricot, ruby and 
bright blue pansies for a_ border. 
There you have something sure to 
go over big with the men of the 
family. [ Turn to next page 
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Grow full rows 
instead of 
stragglers! 

















PLANT FERRY’S 


DATED SEEDS" 


Sreps grow old too! After they 
pass their prime they may be 
unable to produce a first-class 
crop. 

This year you can easily 
select seeds in their prime. 
lerry’s Pedigreed Seeds must 
pass rigid tests for vitality and 
germination each year before 
being packeted. THEN EACH 
PACKET IS DATED— your assur- 
ance of live, vigorous vegetable 
and flower seeds. 

Be sure your seed packets 
are marked “Packed for Sea- 
son 1939.” Select them from 
the convenient red-and-silver 
Ferry’s Seeds display. New va- 
rieties, to lend distinction to 
your garden, and old favorites. 
ALL SELECTED FOR YOUR 
LOCALITY. 


® Ferry-Morse 
Seed Co., Seed 
Growers, Detroit 
and San Fran- 
cisco. Send for 
handsome 1939 
Home Garden 
Catalog. 


FERRY’S 
SEEDS 


USE FERRY’S GARDEN SPRAY — ECONOM.- 
ICAL * NON-POISONOUS * NON-STAINING 
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ing out. 


is true. They are 
ering bush and climbers. Here, 
of the nine. They are 
CAMILLA FAUST 
has vivid glowing cherry red 
blooms with orange center. 
Blooms singly and in clus- 
ters, entire summer. Height 
24 to 30 inches, making a 


cerise-red. 


compact bush 18 to 24 

inches wide. fall. 

Each $1.25 Doz. $12.50 Each $1.25 

No longer a catalog. It’s now a 160 page 
Hand Book containing cultural directions. 


32 pages in full color. The book is free. When 





Yew Roses 


You have been hearing intriguing rumors of the New Horvath 
Setigera Strain of hardy perpetual roses which we are bring- 
How cold resisting and rugged they are. How free 
from black spot, mildew and other rose maladies. All of which 
a remarkably rugged strain, both the flow- 
just for example, are three 
all in our New Free Hand Book. 


is ashrub rose,having a height 
of 30 inches and spread of 3 to 
4 feet. Blooms are a vibrant 
Flowers profusely 
in June and July with an 
abundant second crop in the 


WAYSIDE’S NEW HAND BOOK FREE 


See page 87 for our Ad. on New Hardy Plants 








HERCULES (above) 

is a climber having huge flow- 
ers 5 to 6 inches across of a 
clear deep rose pink like Dame 
Edith Helen. In spite of size, 
has refinements of the finest 
Hybrid Tea. Flowers hold 
their heads high on sturdy 
stems. By far the greatest of 
pink climbers. 
Each $2. 


Doz. $12.50 Doz. $20. 


sending enclose 5 three cent stamps to cover 
parcel post delivery. Or send postal request 
and it will be sent express, 15 cents collect. 


Mentor, Ohio | 
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“ pl x ” Attaches To Ordinary Garden Hose 
e -- Effective -- Economical -- Rapid 


Male be 






EXTRA EXTENSIONS FOR SPRAYING TREES 


fod Sprayer 


A New Improved Invention for spraying Plants, Trees, Shrubs, Etc.,—for gardens, large estates, 


‘‘Simplex” sprayers. 





2 For 1 


greenhouses—no mixing—ready for instant use by inserting insecticide in 
stick form in cartridge chamber of sprayer. 


We Supply the Old Reliable Insecticides recommended by Entomologists and 
Horticulturists everywhere—these are made in soluble stick form and cover 
a wide range of uses as adapted for all practical spraying purposes with the 


“SIMPLEX”? SPRAYERS CAN NOW BE CONVERTED IN JUST A 
MINUTES TIME INTO SUB-SOIL ROOT IRRIGATORS FOR CAR- 


RYING WATER AND FERTILIZERS DIRECT TO THE THIRSTY AND HUNGRY 
ROOTS OF PLANTS, TREES AND SHRUBS. 


UNSOLICITED ENDORSEMENTS—Following are extracts from letters which are 


typical of hundreds received: Mrs. E. 


M. Corbett, 1901 Summitt Ave., Sioux City, Iowa, states: 


‘*‘We have been greatly pleased with the results obtained from the use of the ‘Simplex’ sprayers 


which we recently purchased.” 
land, writes: 


Dr. W. H. Eliason, 655 Washington Street, Cumberland, Mary- 
“I bought my ‘Simplex’ in 1936. It still works fine.” 


Ask Your Seed or Hardware Dealer or Write to 


GARDEN HOSE INSECTICIDE CO., B-2039, KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 
















EVINRUDE 
[AWN-BOY 


>, POWER MOWER 


Easiest power mowing 
is Lawn-Boy mowing. 
One hand controls 
everything — starting, 
stopping, steering. 
Cuts 18” swaths, heavy 
at growths of grass, in a 
peer of the time. 
Ows a good sized 
lawn for 5¢ fuel 
cost. Quiet, easy 
Starting 4-cycle motor; 
speed selector; adjustable cut- 
ting heights; rubber tires. 
2 models, $79. 50 (illustrated ) 
and $110. rite today. 
EVINRUDE Lawn-Boy 
1750 W. Hope. Milwaukee, 


Wisconsin. 











= THE soem FENCE & WIRE CO., 
Dept. 335 Cleveland, Ohio 





PACKARD’S FACSIMILE BIRDS 


Quaintly exquisite ornaments, 
lifelike decoys. Exact in shape, 

pose, color; dura- 
—~ ble, weather-proof. 
Chickadee, nuthatch, junco, 
goldfinch, purple finch, tree sparrow. $3 
each, postpaid. Others on request. EVER Y- 
THING FOR WILD BIRDS. Winthrop Pack- 
ard, 1492 Washington St., Canton, Mass. 


CREDIT Given on 
FRUIT TREES, SHRUBS 
VINES. BULBS .Etc.... 
Small down payment books order. Easy terms on bal- 
ance. Apple & Peach trees, low as 5c. Grapevines 3c. 
Ornamental shrubs 10c, Evergreens 25c. Garden Seed 
and Vegetable Plants. Write for FREE Catalog and bargain prices. 


Benton County Nursery Co., Box 602, Rogers, Ack. 


GLAD splendid blooming bulbs of 


Pican ly, the world’s best glad for 

$1 postpaid. Also a 50c bulb of a 
new variety free for early orders. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Write for catalog. 


GELSER BROS., Box Y, 
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Easter Parades 


to November 


[ Continued from preceding page | 


Peonies, delphinium, Canterbury- 
bells, Madonna Lilies, and sweet- 
william will form the nucleus for a 
more orthodox and somewhat less 
blatant sinfonietta. Then there are 
lupins and globe-thistles adding 
blues and violet color to border. 


Midsummer Gaiety: In midsummer 
again, we have an embarrassment 
of riches. It is hard, tho, to improve 
on rich salmon-pink phlox, buttery 
artemisia or white liatris, rich blue 
exclamation points of veronica, an- 
nual semi-double poppies, salmon to 
apricot, canary and salmon zinnias 
or snapdragons, with plenty of keen 
blue Chinese Delphinium or Chinese 
Forget-me-not foaming up between. 
Let’s have masses of petunias and 
marigolds—those old reliables. Such 
a border makes a pretty fine climax 
to the parade of the seasons. 


To September and October—by Di- 
vine Right: The grand finale, how- 
ever, belongs by divine right to 
September and October. Chrysan- 
themums, especially the new hardy 
Koreans, must be cast for stellar 
roles in any autumn spectacle, and 
they come in almost every tone of 
the chromatic color scale. With 
them, terra-cotta and gold heleni- 
ums; amethyst to violet hardy asters; 
flag-blue monkshood, Aconitum fisch- 
ert; royal-purple, white, and Salmon 
Supreme Petunias will perform very 
happily in the minor, but hardly less 
colorful, parts. Or with the more 
delicate pink, white, and mauve 
chrysanthemums, you might like 
pink and white boltonia, pink hardy 
asters and the lovely orchid of Sedum 
spectabile, or the blue-violet of Hardy 
Ageratum. 


Toward Success: That brings us 
right up to November, with hardly a 
noticeable hiatus anywhere. Work- 
ing our way backward to prosaic 
essentials, a well-forked soil, en- 
riched with decayed manure, bone- 
meal and a good, complete plant 
food, is literally at the bottom of 
all success in an ever-blooming bor- 
der. Most of the plants mentioned 
are not fussy about lime or acid. 


A LITTLE earnest meditation, a 
few hours’ exercise with pencil and 
drawing-board before you put a sin- 
gle plant in the ground, care after- 
ward—anybody can have that glori- 
ous Easter Parade that just keeps 
right on keeping on thru to November. 





NEXT MONTH 


Cums on our flying carpet, 
and we’ll take you behind the 
scenes at a furniture market— 
to see what’s doing in furni- 
ture... what’s new... what’s 
practical . . . what’s happen- 
ing to design . what the 
furniture manufacturers are 
now doing for you. Leaves 
from a home-furnisher’s note- 


book... NEXT ISSUE, 





Burpee's Z.za7 
IZINNIAS 
4°, CKETS 


Giant Be thon AO* 
5 inches across. Sturdy, well- 
branched 3-ft. = na Scarlet, 
% Lavender, 

>» low, and Bese, a B 





















60 , 575 platares = over 200 
flowers in color. All the best 
flowers and vegetables. Famous 
Burpee guarantee. Low prices. 








New Catalog Now Ready 


Profusely illustrated in natural colors. Helpful direc- 

tions show how to succeed with aquatic plants. 

Tells all about Tricker’s large, healthy plants. 

Guaranteed to bloom. Suprisingly low prices. Write 

FR for FREE copy today! (Canada 1éc) 
_ 


ye TRICKED 1p. 


Everything for the Water Garden 
9302 Brookside Ave. 9317 Rainbow Terrace 
Saddle River, WN. J. Independence, Ohio 
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SCARLETT O’HARA 
MORNING GLORY 
All America Gold 

Medal Winner 
Vivid scarlet. Early 


and prolific bloomer. 
Blooms are 3 to 4 inches 


in diameter. Packet, 25¢ 
1939 Garden Book —Free, 
A wonderful reference book. 


MICHELL’S bree 
VIBURNUM BURKWOODI 


The most striking improvement in 
flowering shrubs in many years. De- 
lightfully fragrant, pink and white 
flowers, Glossy dark green foliage and 
very hardy. Field-grown plants, 15-18” 
bare roots, post paid 

$1.50 each, or 4 for $5.00 


Large size, 2-3’ B&B, by express, f.o0.b. Dayton 


$4.00 each, or 4 for $15.00 


THE SIEBENTHALER COMPANY 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 


PFEIFFER Gold Medal DAHLIAS 


Prize winning Pfeiffer 

° Northern grown Dahliae— for 
7 Giants for only $1.00—Jane Cowl, 
apricot salmon; Mrs. Werner, laven- 
der; Queen Emma, golden yellow; 
Jerseys Beauty, pink; White Kins, 
white; American Beauty, red; M. W. 
Wilson, pale lavender. Send your $1 now; also ask for 
the 1939 Pfeiffer Catalog, FREE. 


PFEIFFER NURSERY, Box B4, Winona, Minn. 


SHUMWAY S 


FANCY PICKLING 
CUCUMBER 


Earliest of all, perfect shape, 
oe cropper. money 
3 customer reports 10 gallons 
of pickles and $5.75 worth soid ons 15 
oh. —— ees acre. 75 seeds FREE 
. Write so 


R.H. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN, Box 31 0,Rockford, tll. 


200 ZINC GARDEN LABELS $1 
Length 6 inches. Writing space ‘4 in. x 3 in. 
Lead pencil marks stay on for years out doors. 
A Suprise Gift with each order from this ad. 

pre. pd. $1; 500 for $2; 2 doz. for 20c. Dis- 
count to oe LAB clubs and the t 
EVERLASTI 


rade 
NG LABEL CO., E. Elm St., Paw Paw, Mich. 
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sand <b ony aes CE Straight pods 5% in. 
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Packet of seed 10c; 3 eae 
Garden Book FREE. Undess ste & & 





winning varieties. All state 
rested. maned and wee to name. 6 Ser Sis fo for 
$1.50 postpaid. Ord 


LAND O'LAKES BANLIAS, Bax S014 A, St. Past, tina 
BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 
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We Have A 


Power Mower 
For You 


169% 


to $260% 











6 Wheel-Drive and 
4 Roll-Drive Models 
In our 10 popular models—from 18” to 
27” cut—there is one to meet your needs 
at a price you can afford, 


Simple and easy to start and to operate 
and entirely free of complicated mech- 
anism, yet each model includes every 
tested and proved Stearns feature. Each 
model is just as outstanding in quality, 
performance and operating economy as 
in price. 


All models rubber tired. Briggs & Strat- 
ton motor in every machine. 


Ask Your Hardware Dealer—or 
Write us for Catalog 33. 


E. C. STEARNS & CO. 
Estab. SYRACUSE, N. Y. 1864 














<“SEMESAN 


MAKES MORE SEEDS GROW 


Treat flower and vegetable seeds and 
bulbs with SEMESAN to reduce seed 
rotting, seedling blight and seed-borne 
soil contamination. Now in 10c packets; 
sufficient to treat 5 to 10 pounds of seeds 
by dust method, or 15 to 20 pounds by 
liquid method. Pamphlet free from dealer. 
Bayer-Semesan Company, Inc., Du Pont 
Bidg., Wilmington, Del. ‘ 












NOW IN 10c PACKETS—ALSO 
2-07. AND LARGER TINS 





‘“‘What, When, 
Where and How to Plant” 
is a concise handbook of 
do’s and don'ts forsuccess- 
ful planting. Write today 
for your free copy 
AMAZING 

ED ANTESS VALUES 


Red Leaf —— Brilliant — a. 
12/18 in., 3 for Large Montmeorency 


ys s best, 2 yr., 3/4 ft. tall, 
er early from: 



















SCARLETT O'HARA 
ALL-AMERICA PRIZE WINNING 


MORNING GLORY 
7 ss one and only Geld 
Medal Prize Winner for 
939. First time ever offered. 
Y Soior rich ——_ wine} red. Flowe 
ac 


of 
blooms Ai summer. o Mone Other une. it.”” Few Seeds 
available; therefore only one quchet, eneeaing 15 seeds, 
toa eee F this fh - oe 


Bargain Of fA Time! 
O’Hara 


- ok ne dg pee et of Seosest 
M Glory; One 3c et of sat | ra 
wy be! Giant Foie and Ruffled 

Shagey Sonme 
65c Value for ONLY 25c, 


10¢ pai Boe id wit noe of 
"s Bie! 1939 $39 Seed, tary sh ped ar gontaige cancion 


aa iDON BR for pe offers or 
GARDEN HUCKLEBERRY 


Produces from seed the first year. A new 
fruit good for pies, jelly and preserves. Very 
prolific. Thrives in all climates, on all kinds 
of soil. Fruits larger than common Huckle- Bim 
berry or Blueberry. You will be delighted fy 
with this wonderful novelty. Pkt. 10c—3 
pkts. 25c. Unusual catalog free. 


American Seed & Plant Company, Dept. 102, } ~ nang Hl. 


ate 
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Freshman Gardener= 


Here’s Your Starter 
[ Begins on page 46 | 


a layer of soil equal to about twice 
the seed’s diameter. Many fine seeds 
are merely scattered over the surface 
of a finely raked plot. Larger seeds 
are pressed farther into the ground. 
Be sure to press down the topsoil so 
that rain won’t wash the seeds away. 
When seeds become small plants, 
thin them out to about a foot apart 
to allow room for growth. 

Now let’s see what annuals to sow 
in the four beds we’ve laid out in 
our plan for your back yard. 


Corner Bed A: For the corner 
we'll plant zinnias, No. 1. Which 
varieties? It’s difficult to tell you. 
It would be so much more satis- 
factory for you to look in some seed 
catalog and choose the kind you 
like best. You can get these catalogs 
from seed advertisers in Better 
Homes & Gardens. Choose the colors 
you want from among the Cali- 
fornia Giant and Dahlia-flowered 
sorts, and the new Fantasy Zinnias; 
and even tho you resent scientific 
names, buy an additional package 
of <innia liniaris, No. 6. It doesn’t 
look like a zinnia but produces tiny, 
deep, golden-yellow flowers on 2- 
foot plants; and these will look well 
when planted in the position shown 
in the sketch. 

Because marigolds are sure-fire, 
I’ve indicated places for two kinds, 
2 and 3. And such improvements 
we’ve made in the last few years in 
marigolds! Don’t be confused by 
the catalogs. The Africans are tall 
and generally orange- or lemon-col- 
or. The French are often double and 
colors range from orange thru ma- 
hogany and maroon. 

For something that will bloom 
earlier than the marigolds and zin- 
nias, I’m suggesting a rather long 
ribbon of pot-marigolds or calen- 
dulas, 4. These are always successful 
and furnish a constant supply of 
cutflowers. For this is indeed one of 
the flowers that thrives for those 
who love to cut it. 

In front let’s have a mass of snap- 
dragons, 5. Not tall ones or dwarf 
ones, but the ones listed as inter- 
mediate. These grow about 1% feet 
tall and give a great quantity a cut- 
flowers. Some of them now are rust- 
resistant. In the past that was one of 
the great faults of snapdragons— 
they sometimes became badly in- 
fested with this disease, which pre- 
vented their flowering. But this 
trouble is past with rust-resistant 
sorts. 

Bed C may be planned to dupli- 
cate Bed A, or we may plant it 
with other annuals or perennials. 


What to Sow in Ribbon Border 
B: Make Bed B longer or shorter to 
fit the dimensions of your yard. 

In the back how would you like 
some Flowering Tobacco, 7, so 
fragrant in the evening that these 
lovely, starry flowers will scent 
your whole home? Seeds are dust- 
fine, and when you sow them watch 
them carefully day by day until 
they’re past their babyhood and 
danger. The young plants need fre- 
quent watering. But after this these 
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achieved with the 
WESTERN PINES* 


WHAT GUEST would not immediately feel at ease . what hostess 
could fail to radiate the true hospitality of the dining-room 
within such friendly, mellow walls of knotty Western Pines? For 
these woods have brought to this room —as they can bring to a 
room of yours — a light-hearted spirit of welcome, a warming sense 
of sincerity. 

FREE! 
prove an endless aid and inspiration, if you plan to build or remodel. 
Write for it today. Western Pine Association, Department 59-G, 
Yeon Building, Portland, Oregon. 


“Western Pine Camera Views for Home Builders” will 


*Idaho White Pine *Ponderosa Pine *Sugar Pine 











THESE ARE THE WESTERN PINES 





GET YOUR WIRACTOR ar How TO BUILD 


most advanced 


FIREPLACE 












Wheels WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG—Tells 
all about famous SHAW DU-ALL 
Ea. TRACTORS—lists Low 
Factory Prices. Amazing 
money-maker for estates, 
truck gardens, orchards, | 


; r Avoid SMOKE, 
Sm eee cet | COLD DRAFTS, 

jay Trial Offer. ; % 
CHILLED FLOORS 


perpen Md fae A COMPANY 
at . 2 to 
5 hp. Walking or | 150-a West tind St. New York. N.Y. 
pe so4-A Ne. lin st. oka mous Obie | New FRESH AIR Unit warms cold air 
that must enter house to replace air 
drawn out through chimney. Stops 
cold drafts that sneak in and chili 
floors... distant rooms. Distributes 
pure, warmed, fresh air. Maintains 
even temperatures. Will not smoke 
nor upset automatic heat controls. 
Provides real heating usefulness. 
All guaranteed ... at little or no 
extra cost! Thousands of gratified 
owners in U.S. and Canada. Before 
you build, find out why this new 
principle alone brings real comfort 
in homes, camps. 


10-DAY TRIAL 













; all carefully aed 

and vodety priced Bi Bulbs clean, healthy, 
thripfree. Write ey | for catalog— Ca WO ; 

| it points the way to a lovely garden. FR TALog ff} 


A.E. Kunderdinc, 302 Lincoln Way, Goshen, ind, 


MAINE GROWN DAHLIAS 


I grow only the best prize winning varieties. 
Roots low priced. Send for free catalog. 


LOMBARD'S DAHLIA GARDENS, Portland Rd., Saco, Maine 


DON'T BUY berry plants. or 
fruit trees until you get our 
great Money-Saving 1939 
offer. 40,000 Satisfied custom- 
ers. Write for Free 50th Anniversary | J 
Catalog Now, 

A. D. Baldwin N . 















BENNETT 
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FIREPLACE 
SPARK CURTAING 





ALDWIN'’S 
New, modern. 
graceful curtains of 
woven metal stop 
Bridgman, Mich. all sparks — permit 


Tuszrous Beconias Ea _.---- 


10 BLOOMING SIZE BULBS $1 postpaid | ano" 


ETTER 
ERRIES 






















Planting instructions & Catalogue , Fireplace CO, N.Y. 
MILLIKEN NURSERIES - CUCAMONGA, CALIFORNIA Bg south ° Ne erature I eg 
3 ree n 
les ah” 
4 Camellia Japonicas $2.00_ | ipiresiae e Prine y Curtains 
One year old plants postpaid—Candidis- n Sp 


| Flexscree 


sima, white; Concordia, var.; Pink Perfec- Pe ne ey Te dee 
tion, pink; Pope Piux IX, red. Cultural 


directions with each order. 


UITLAND NURSERIES, Box 910-M, Gladioh Ga. 


Maule's varieties, 5 Gladi aio 
paid. 10 Bulbsi0c; 100 for $1. 
Oh mee ogy me tobloom. Send today. 


Seed Book free. Low prices. 
Wm. Henry Maule, 834 Maule Bidg., Phila., Pa. 
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SPRAY PUM 


For Hand or 
Power Operation 


ET MYERS Spray Pumps 

be your first line of defense 
against the destruction 
wrought in plantings by bugs, 
blights, insects and fungus 
pests. Whether you need only 
a small hand operated sprayer, 
or require a power rig of larg- 
est size, the famous old 
MYERS trademark assures 
you equipment of absolute re- 
liability. Amateurs and pro- 
fessionals alike — growers of 
flowers, fruits, vegetables, 
trees, vines, shrubbery, row 
crops, cotton or tobacco— 
find in the MYERS line styles, 
sizes and models exactly suited 
to their needs. Most complete 
line of high grade spray equip- 
ment in the world. Illustrated 
Spray Catalog gives full de- 
scriptions. Write for it Today. 





PS 





THE F. E. MYERS & BRO. CO. 


331 Orange St 


Ashland, Ohio 


“Pump Builders Since 1870” 


You may send Free Spray Catalog. I am inter- 
ested in Hand Sprayers 0 Power Sprayers 0 


Name 





Address 
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FAMOUS 


GARDENS 
OF 





AND INSTRUCTION BOOK 
e In “Gardening Illustrated, 1939,’ all the new 
flowers and vegetables, and old favorites, are de- 
scribed and illustrated, Its 124 pages, 52 in color, 
list 2164 annuals, perennials, roses, dahlias, gladioli, 
water lilies, ete. Also finely flavored table-quality 
vegetables. Full cultural instructions, special bar- 
gains. Sent free, postpaid. Write today. 
SPECIAL FOR 1939: Marigold Mrs. Lippincott, 
loveliest of the carnation type. 2%-inch flowers 
with frilled petals, flaring broadly, of 
rich gold. Send 10c for large pac%et. 
VAUGHAN’S SEEDSTORE, DEPT. I2 
10 West Randolph Street, Chicago 
47 Barclay Street, New York 


STEINER 
RAKES 


For Seeding, Leaves, Grass. Tem- SNS 
pered Rust Proof Teeth. Width W 
2.”, weight 14% Ib. Easy to han- 

dle. Use like a broom or rake. RENEWABLE 
TEETH. Beautiful red finish. Try one. Your 
dealer or mail $1.00 bill. Sent postpaid. 


STEINER PRODUCTS CORP. 
3640 Cottage Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 


5 BEAUTIFUL ROSES $14 


More and better blooms from Rose Hill plants 
Prove it—order this collection of five strong, 2-yr-old budded 
field-grown bushes. 
One Red Radiance Pink Radiance 
° Kaiserin A. Viktoria (white) 
Each 














Luxembourg (yellow) 

Talisman (gold, apricot, yellow) 

5 plants postpaid for $1 

Beautiful pictured folder mailed free; lists over 
100 varieties; 50 in natural color. 


ROSE HILL FARMS, Box 927-B, Tyler, Texas 


crow PLANTS WITHOUT SOIL 
DLANTET 


Easy to start the exciting new hobby of 
soilless plants with this wonderful com- 
bination of salts. One pkg. of this nutri- 
ent mixture makes 35 gallons plant food. 
Full directions, You can start plants in 
sunny corner of your home. Send 75c for 
1 bottle. Ellis Laboratories, Inc., Dept. > 
92 Greenwood Avenue, Montclair, N. J. 


WATER GARDEN PLANTS | 


Collection A-9 consists of 6 healthy plants that 
should be in every pool. Marvelous value—6 for 
a 00, postpaid. 

EE—Beautiful pink water lily with each A-9 Col- 
iceaee for limited time. Send $1.00 bill or money order 
—we pay postage. Write for 1939 catalog listing new 
LOW PRICES on water lilies, 
plants for pools, goldfish, 
by scavengers, etc. 

VELAND GOLDFISH FAR 

veland, Ohio. - =~ 

















Immense, fragrant 
white blooms. Hardy, 
easy ~ ‘ow. Gener- 
anteedto bloo —w 4 
paid: Bulbs 25¢77 for 50c; 15for$1. 
> ~— 3 Seed and Bulb Catalog free, 
. ATLEE BURPEE CO. 
333 ‘Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 





100 Plant PERENNIAL GARDEN, Postpaid $1.00 
Well rooted field grown plants that carried 4 to 12 
inch tops with many ae last fall. Included 
are DE i bg LINUM, MARGUERITE, 
SHASTA DAISY, SWEET WILLIAMS, DIAN- 
THUS DELTOIDES, GARDEN CARNATIONS, 
SWEET WIVELSFIELD, ARTEMESIA, AN- 
THEMIS and ake varieties to make a well bal- 
anced PERENNIAL GARDEN. Order this month 
for spring shipment and I will he one of _ 
new hardy PHILIPPINENSE LILY bulbs as 
vere = Ym courtesy. SATISFACTION GUAR- 


CLARK GARDNER NURSERIES, R4, Box 5, Osage, lowa. 








[7] New Varieties; 
growing readily, 
blooming freely. 
Charming col- 
ors, blue, crim- 
son, pink, yel- 
low. Superb for 
home grounds or large estates. Thrive in partial 
shade. Special colored folder free—write today. 


James |. George & Son, Box 31, Fairport, W. Y. 



















JOS. H. DODSON CO. 


Put Out BIRD “vow 
a \\ ; 
VIN peed 
wa 


DODSON BIRD HOUSES, $2 to $200— 
t—=—, favorites of birds and bird lovers. 
“===— Folder Free. 32-p. bkt. ‘BIRD 
or Friends and How to Win Them,” 
10c (reg. price 25c). Write today. 





902 Harrison Ave 
Kankakee, til. 





“GLAD GOSSIP’'—24 Pages—10c 


Many Gladiolus growers say worth dollars. Price 
10c, prepaid. Write right now for free copy Long's 
‘Delightfully Different’’ seed and bulb catalog. 


JESSE D. LONG, BOX DI9, BOULDER, COLORADO 


43rd EDITION,“ROSES OF 
NEW CASTLE,” in exquisite 
colors; tells how to grow these 
famous roses and other flowers. 
Low prices. Write for FREE 
Copy. MELLER BROS. CO., 
Box 374, New Castle, ind. 











Freshman Gardener= 


Here’s Your Starter 


[ Continued from preceding page | 


Flowering Tobaccos grow on and on 
and give you tremendous satis- 
faction. They come in pure white, 
light pink, and crimson, and are 
inclined to self-sow year after year 
when you once have them. 

In front of these we'll plant 
scabiosa, 8, also called mourning- 
bride or pincushion-flower. These 
flowers have long, slender stems and 
are excellent for cutting. Which 
color will you choose—the sky blue, 
fresh pinks which look so gay in 
your living-room, the dark maroons, 
or the almost black ones so delight- 
ful because they do, indeed, look 
like pincushions as their light sta- 
mens shine forth among the dark 
petalage. 

Now I’ve come to the stage of the 
hostess who has only 12 places at 
the table and 18 or 19 guests who 
should be invited. Well, let’s con- 
sider the guests we’ve already in- 
vited and ask someone who'll be 
congenial. It’s the petunia, 9—a 
great mass of them along the front 
of the bed. The ones that'll look 
well with our tobacco and scabiosa 
are the violet, the deep wine, or the 
pure white. But unless you’ve chosen 
the rose-color scabiosa, I wouldn’t 
recommend such a variety as Rose 
of Heaven or Rosy Morn. I think 
the purple or reddish-purple would 
please you more. You might even 
want to buy petunia plants from 
your local florist; then you’d start 
the blooming season in your annual 
border at an earlier date than 
otherwise. 


What to Sow in Bed D: Along the 
back of Bed D, whether you’ve a 
fence or not, you'll need something 
tall. I suggest cosmos, 10, not just 
any old cosmos, which may grow 
too tall and bloom too late, but the 
best, for it’s only a few more cents a 
package. Let’s get Sensation, which 
has enormous pink and white flow- 
ers, blooms early, is excellent for 
cutting. Don’t get your seed from a 
friend to save a dime; you have to 
spend as much time taking care of 
inferior flowers as you do of the best. 

In front of this cosmos, plant 
cornflowers, 11. Altho you can pur- 
chase them in carmine, maroon, 
mauve, rose, and white, the most 
popular is the blue double. The old 
name was bachelorsbutton. This is 
the ideal buttonhole flower for 
men and one which can be splendid- 
ly arranged in the home. If you like a 
good color contrast, buy a package 
of tall calliopsis seed and scatter it 
among the cornflowers. The gay 
flowers of the calliopsis are sup- 
ported on such slender stems that 
these flowers seem to dance among 
the blue of the cornflowers. The 
calliopsis comes in shades of golden- 
yellow, brown, and scarlet. 

Edge this bed by sowing a row 
of China Pinks, 12. These are the 
pinks which, according to variety, 
are very large, sometimes double. 
They come in tints of crimson, lilac, 
purple, scarlet, pink, and pure white. 

Do you understand that you plant 
the tall flowers in the rear of the 
borders, the medium tall ones in the 








VIKING-TWIN 


Steet Rims or 
Rubber Tires 








2 Cylinders 











Viking Twins Handle a Full 
Fer 10 Inch Plow hey Harrow, 








Small Farms | < Cultivate —_ Pull Loads 

Gardens and Do All Small-farm Work. 

Herserymen Mow Hay and Lawns 

Florist Sickle bar & lawnmower units. 
oe Walking or Riding Eq 

peg tee Belt Machi 


Fruit Growers | Power pulley for belt work with 
Seberbanites | eTinder. pump. w saw, etc 
High Clearance — Dirt Proof 
1 CYLINDER, 3), H. P. MODEL 
The 3% H. P. ‘One ylinder Viking Pulls 
It has 2 speeds forward 
and reverse. and has capacity for all 
general gardening and small-field work. 
y Terms 
Special Factory Offer and Credit Plan. 
Write for Free Catalog 

















Beit Work 


ALLIED |} MOTORS CORP. 








13160 E. Henn. | 3160 E. Henn. ya eo Ave.. 


$500 <<: BLUEBERRIES 


Ragerts Mr. bee of bene ys You can do the 
3 times normal size, delicious 47 

fresh. fruit, for pies and preserves. qa in 
our 1939 —: with many other innovations, /# 
NewS wits od , { 


New Y . ¥. 
87 West Street | 













new variety ; Sweet Septem 
Cherry that ripens in Sept. Wayzata 
berry, The Everbearer which produces 3 


crops in 18 months. Hundreds of other su 
rior nursery items described and picture 


in ty ee see te new tedenten team and Flower 
Seed, Plants, Bulbs, — rubs an Cd ckiyo we nilsend 
acquainted quickly, we will sen 

Speciai—to equ 





CONDON BROS. SEEDSMEN, Bo Box? 23. Rockford, i til. 





OUR 48 PAGE 


AHLIA CATALOG FREE 
4 DAHLIADEL SEVEN $2 


Clara Barton—lavender, Dixie Rav- 
enscroft—fiame and gold, Myra 
Howard—ochreous orange, Pot O’ 
ellow, Sanhican’s Cameo—coral 





Gold— 
pink, T e World—ros magenta, White Won- 
der—white. Above dahlia roots labeled, post- 
paid, and fully guaranteed. Our catalog lists 
other special collections, the best standard va- 
rieties, and the latest novelties. 


Send for your copy now. 


* Grow 7 
Poach Fea DAHLIADEL NURSERIES 
W. W. Maytrott, Box B, Vineland, N. J- 













Send for America’s most complete 
list of seeds, shrubs, trees, fruits, 
flowers, etc. Profusely illustrated, 
many in full color. Surprisingly 

low prices! Famous as Nurs- 
erymen for 85 years, Write 
today for your — yA REE, 

STORRS & HARRISON 
Box 6 eee SS  Snio 












Think of it! 10 healthy 4 
year old Transplanted trees, 
3 to 6 inches tall—only $1. 
Postpaid. Send today. .. . 
Bargain No. 2—50 Ever- 
greens $3. postpaid. All 3 
and 4 year old transplanted trees, 
4 to 10’ tall. Ten each White 
Pine, Norway Spruce, Austrian 
Pine, White Spruce, Scotch Pine, 
all 50 for $3.00. Free illus. price 
list of small evergreen trees. 

All Trees Guaranteed To Live. 
WESTERN MAINE FOREST NURSERY 

Box B29, Fryeburg, Maine 











MALONEY MUST BE SATISFIED 

MANY Pee beng yom offered 
this year em the new shrub, 
BUDDLEIA. "CHARMIN ‘G and new 
perennial, DAY LILY. 

eautiful Roses and our complete line ot 
= nursery stock is illustrated in color and reason- 
ably priced in the 1939 Spring catalog. 
Maloney Gros. Nursery Co., Inc. 24 Main St., Dansville, N. Y. 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 


ORNAMENTALS 
TREES—SHRUBS—VINES—SEEDS 


Get our new 1939 free 64-page catclog. 
Complete plantings for farm or city lots. 
Special-10R: for $1. Postpaid. 
Newest varieties fruittrees, berry plants. 
shrubs, bulbs or seeds. Write today. 
ALLEN’SNURSERY & SEED HOUSE 


Box 14 Geneva, Ohio 

























e SPEEDEX e 


BEFORE YOU BUY WRITE— 
for free ilinstrated folder on the 
new 1939 SPEEDEX four wheel 
riding t GARDEN TRAC- 
Lg say 


to5 H.P. from Sio7 508 ie $227.16 
with cultivator, steel wheels, 
M, three forwar is, reverse, 
enclosed gears, Brigas & Stratton 
Engine and many other features. 


Pond Garden Tractor Co., Box 216, Dept. 83, Ravenna, Ohio 
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CATAWBIENSE 


OR RED FLOWERING— 


BEST VARIETY 
GROWN 


| Large 6-Year Plants, 
Ready to Bloom 


Not small seedling plants 
usually sent in offers of 
this kind, but heavy root- 
ed, nursery grown, well 
branched and 8-10 inches 
tall. 

GUARANTEED 


TO GROW 


Cut out this ad, attach name and address, enclose 
$1 or $2 and they will be sent postpaid to your door. 
Safe delivery guaranteed. 

NOTE: Plants should be planted in the peat moss 
which will be around the roots of all orders packed. 

Limited number so order early— 
Plants will be shipped at proper time 
Note: No orders accepted from or shipped to California 
West of Denver, add 25¢ for postage. 

















NOW-AMERICA’S MOST HELPFUL GARDEN BOOK 


‘GLORIES OF THE GARDEN’ 


We curte 4 
WRITE FOR FREE COPY TODAY 


NURSERIES, Inc 
he. Middlebury, Ind. 


fultons We 
feeds 7 


‘VOU can secure by return mail di- 
rectly from us, Sutton’s world fa- 
mous English seeds. 








| 
| 


Send 5 three cent stamps for our 
160 page Hand Book, fully illustrated; 
32 pages in true color. Invaluable help 
to greater gardening success. | 


Wayside Gardens 


16 Mentor Ave., Mentor, Ohio 
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, the all-purpose 

5 om your roses from 
disease. Complete 
Positively 

nd mildew; 


A _@ TRI-O 
¥ spray, prote 
insects and 
lant rotection. 7 
trols blackspo : 
i i quite Stimulates ee 
pg Sold by garden supply § a 
—t obtain, write us. FREE bu 
u 


Rose Mfg. Co.,202 Ogen Bldg., Phila., Pa. 

















More Money 
with the 


Universal 
Tractor 


With this practical machine and attachments you 
can do all field and belt work hours faster at 33c a 
day. Many units pay for themselves first season. 
Unusually easy to operate. Safe. Hundreds of users. 
Buy direct at low factory price. Two weeks’ trial— 
satisfaction guaranteed. Write for colorful, /ree 
catalog. 

PIONEER MFG. CO. Dept. U-39, West Allis, Wisconsin 


9°, 
2e's MARIGOLDS 
with Odorless Foliage / 


Seth a, ae eed 
te elie Sh medal winner) ; Yel- 3 PK Ts. 


Three Kinds 
each, 3 pkts. for 


aly 10c—send now! 


iy Seed sree— E44 ye | 
‘Guaranteed seeds, low prices, PRICE WAS 
W. Atlee Burpee Co., 334 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 
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middle, and the low-growing ones in 
front? The reason is obvious. 


Maybe You’d Like These Better: 
Here are some of the annuals I 
might have invited to the border. 
You may want them in place of 
something I’ve mentioned. 

Ageratum, or flossflower, is a good 
dwarf edger, or the tall varieties 
are splendid for cutting. The arcto- 
tis, or blue-eyed-daisy, is a white, 
daisylike flower with a steel-blue 
center and gray-green leaves. 

If, in looking thru the catalog, 
you’re tempted, don’t resist growing 
Coltness and Unwin Hybrid Dahl- 
ias from seed. They grow about 24 
inches high and give you a mass of 
single blooms earlier than the tall 
varieties which are grown from 





Plot and Intrigue! 


Wirn all the intrigue and 
cunning of an international 
espionage ring, our furnish- 
ings and decorating experts 
have plotted the secrets of 
COLOR in rooms, and 
schemed for you a display, in 
DIRECT-COLOR photo- 
graphs—showing you in full 
natural colors the schemes you'll 
want for your rooms. . . . 

No matter what your fur- 
nishings’ design or style— 
modern, conventional, or 
period—you’ll find this color- 
ful scheming of color a prac- 
tical helper in your problems. 
It’s all in next month’s Better 


Homes © Gardens. 











bulbs. Then there are California- 
poppies and strawflowers. There are 
Mignonette for fragrance and Shir- 
ley Poppies, tho their season is short. 
About all the care your annuals 
will require beyond the initial seed- 
bed preparation and sowing is two 
or three cultivations to loosen the 
soil and kill weeds, and an oc- 
casional watering thru dry periods. 
If you have a fence try a few of 
these beautiful and amusing vines. 
Foremost is the cobaea, or Pur- 
ple Cup-and-saucer-vine, which pro- 
duces large, bell-shaped flowers. 


Or COURSE you know climbing 
nasturtiums, noted for their ability 
to grow best in poor soil. And don’t 
forget how much you’ve admired the 
Heavenly Blue Morning-glories 
thruout your neighborhood. 

There you are . . . a simple gar- 
den, simple to make and simple to 
take care of . . . a colorful garden, 
with a riotous profusion of bloom 
for cutting from early summer to late 
fall... an inexpensive garden, cost- 
ing no more than $2 ... a garden for 
you, Mr. and Mrs. Beginner. 








For Bird-Lovers 


* Complete instructions and work- 
ing drawings for making a concrete 
bird-bath are available at 20 cents. 
®» Leaflet: No. b-o-4, “Books for 
Bird-Lovers,”’ a list, 4c. Also see Home 
Service Bureau offerings, page 89. 

Address 6503 Meredith Building, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


MARCH, 1939 — SEE.. Bebe . . PAGE 89 
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— GO BY TRAIN 


see Hanging Gardens 


in Glacier Park 
on your way to 
SAN FRANCISCO FAIR 


@ Better vaca- 
tion homes—the picturesque 
hotels and chalets in Glacier 
National Park. Excellent 
meals, friendly service, danc- 
ing. Modest rates! 


@® Better vaca- 
tion gardens—great meadows 
of gay wild flowers; blooms 
that fringe lofty glaciers 
on the world’s most colorful 
mountains. 




















® Scenic trips 
on picture lakes. Fine trails 
for riding or hiking. Open-top 
buses over the “‘Roof of the 
Rockies.’’ Golf. Swimming. 


@® Then visit 
Pacific Northwest cities, 
Alaska,San Francisco’s great 
exposition. Ask about All- 
Expense Tours. 
=== MAIL COUPONe==aen= 
A. J. Dickinson, Room 904 


Great Northern Railway Building 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Send me further information about a 





®@ Swiftcurrent Valley, 
Mt. Allen in background 


If student, sume grade 


RIDE THE EMPIRE BUILDER 









































THE BOOK 
YOU’VE BEEN 


Looking | 
o1 


a 


208 PAGES OF BUILDING TIPS 


Yes. this is the book that every person who wants to buy or build 
a home will want to own. Thru 208 pages, you'll see a parade of 
fascinating facts and ideas for building your home. There are 
100 selected homes with floor plans, photographs, and drawings 
that show houses for every requirement, every taste, and every 
purse. More than 500 illustrations make this one of the most 
convenient and helpful books ever compiled, yet it sells for only 
0c. Get your copy from your nearest news dealer today. If he is 
unable to supply you, simply send your 50c to Better Homes & 
Gardens, 5903 Meredith Building, Des Moines, lowa, and your 
copy will be mailed to you postpaid. 
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Get New 1939 Ferris 
Giant Size Nursery 
Book in 4 True-to- 
Life Colors. Sent 
FREE. Largest and 
loveliest pages. 70t 
Anniversary Bargain 
Offers sold direct from 
Nursery to you. Evaroreens: 
nee Ornamentals, F wed 
Shrubs, Fruits, “ae. ’ 
We rite ih AM 

























Just to “get acquainted” 
and show you how Fer- 
ris Northern Grown 
Evergreeus are un- 
equaled for beauty and har- 
diness, our special 70th An- 
niversary Offer: 12 Assorted 
Evergreen Transplants, 8 to 
15 inches high av., strong, 
well rooted evergreens, 3 
each of White Spruce, 
Norway Spruce, Scotch 
Pine and Jack Pine—All 
12 for $1, postpaid (bill or 
money order). From the 
country’s largest stock of 
Evergreens sold direct ‘ 
from Nursery to home own- , 
ers. Giant Size Catalog in “ 
colors. SENT FREE. 
Write now. 


EARL FERRIS NURSERY 
736 Bridge St. HAMPTON .IOWA 








HowTo HAVE A 


Phich, Vabaty. 





If there are any se- 
crets to success in 
lawn making we ex- 
pose them in LAWN 
CARE. This free bulletin has 
helped produce thousands of beau- 
tiful, sparkling green lawns and itis 
eagerly read by home owners from 
Maine to Missouri. A New York cus- 
tomer writes: “It is the most won- 
derful collection of lawn informa- 
tionI have ever read." @ Ask for your 
copy of LAWN CARE now. You may 
receive it positively without charge. 
s 


0. M. SCOTT and SONS COMPANY 
33 Main Street Marysville, Ohio 
4 


tA 
SCOTTS SEED mra4ex BEAUTIFUL LAWNS / 





HALF PRICE OFFER 


Phar Pisses’ ] 


*GRENOBLE, IT. 
Glowing Scarlet, $1 ea. 
*SOEUR THERESE, H.T. 
Vivid Daffodil Yellow, $1 ea. 
Send $1 now. Get BOTH these 
dollar STAR ROSES at HALF PRICE 
to test in your garden. Everblooming, 
2-yr., FIELD-GROWN plants sent post- 
paid at planting time. Adapted to climate 
anywhere in United States. 

“BEAUTIFY WITH ROSES” 
FREE booklet tells graphically the history, 
care, and use of roses outdoors and in; how 
to plan, plant, and care for rose gardens. 

Send for your copy now. 
1939 STAR ROSE CATALOG of 175 best 
4 » roses, shows in tull color our world- 
A famous patented TOM THUMB 
and 73 others. Your copy free. 





GUARANTEED TO BLOOM 





Tells at a glance how to 
grow plants that bloom 
year after year 


NOW ONLY 15c 


Tuts amazing revolving garden chart 
brings you planting information in the 
handiest form ever. You “tune it” like 
a radio. Just a twist of the wrist gives 
you the essential cultural secrets of 32 
of America’s most popular perennials. 


Full of Practical Tips 


As you turn the indicator to each 
flower sketched, the chart face shows 
what colors the bloom comes in, when 
it blossoms, how high it grows, proper 
spacing, and other helpful informa- 
tion. Then the chart opens, folder- 
like, revealing concise information on 
succession of bloom; soils for peren- 
nials; how to divide clumps of peonies, 
daylilies, and the like; cultivation of 
perennials. Complete lists answer the 
commonest questions on what to plant 
to cover bare ground, which peren- 
nials have bold foliage, which are at 
home in the rock garden, which thrive 
best in wet and dry places, successful 
combinations for color and seasonal 
effect. Diagrams show how to stake 
perennials. Vines that climb fences 
and trellises as garden backgrounds are 
specified so that you will know exactly 
which ones to plant. 


Order Yours Today! 


This chart is both practical and con- 
venient, a real time-saver. Best of all, 
you can carry it right out into the 
garden with you. Send for yours at 
once so you can use it to good advan- 
tage in this season’s garden! A single 
chart is 15 cents. Garden clubs desir- 
ing these handy charts may order them 
in lots of 25 at 10 cents each. . . while 
they last! Use coupon below. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
6403 Meredith Building 


Des Moines, Iowa 


Rush me my perennial chart. I in- 
Sree ea ae copies, as 
I know of friends to whom I should 


like to send them. 
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ery stock has no equal - 
tals, Shrubs, Flow- 


FOOT JAPANESE 
BARBERRY 
ve i Here's just one of mong Ferris ‘‘get ac- 
3 quainted” Bargain on ers. Think 
fot getting 40 Japanese Bar- 
‘4 berry, strong rooted plants, 6 
$to 10 inches high, enough for a 
i ? 60-foot hedge, border or founda- 
. H tion planting—all 40 pocspats 
Fi at planting time for only $ 
We make this offer to prove 
0! beauty or extra hardine 
Send a One Dollar Bill todags 
() anniversary BARGAIN 
post 
PERRISL 4 
CATALOG & PLANTING GUIDE 
Ask for your copy 
<i z of the New 1939 
: Ferris Planting 
. Guide with the Giant Size 
- Pages in True-to- 
Life Colors. Filled 
with 70th Anni- 
versary Bargain 
Offers on Evergreens, 
ers, Fruits, etc. Just 
like a visit to the big 
acre Ferris Nursery 
in northern Iowa. Home 
of country’s largest stock 
of Evergreens sold direct 
from nursery to home 
ownerg Get this gorgeous 
New Book before you buy. 
SENT FREE. Write today. 
EARL FERRIS NURSERY 


: Ferris Northern-grown nurs- 
Trees, Ornamen- 
737 Bridge St HAMPTON .IOWA 













2 GROWN WATERLILIES ARE 
. = GUARANTEED TO GROW AND BLOO 
> FREE POSTAGE ANYWHERE! a 

My large, hardy plants are lowest in eae 

price. Bloom at once. Send today for My \© a 


New Catalog Beautifully [lustrated in Colors. - 
JOHNSON WATER GARDENS aYnis CALF 








NATIONAL MOWER CO, 
834 Cromwell St. Paul. Minn 
Sickle mower, power driven rub- 
ber tired, cuts low or high 


grass, hay, weeds, on level 


or rough. Six times 
as fast as a scythe. 
Write for Catalog 








Scae 








h, vo 
all 6 for 10c! Burpee’s Vegetable 37% 
and Flower Seed Cat aoe. free, : 





332 Burpee Building, Philadelphia 


KINKADE GARDEN DEN TRACTOR OR 


A Practical, snes ae Plow and poy onal for 
Gardeners, Florists Nurserymen 
Suburbanites, Estates, Fruit 
Growers and Poultrymen. 

Low Prices - Easy Terms 
American Farm Machine Co. A 
1035 33rd Ave. $.E. Minneapolis, Minn. 


STRAWBERRIES 


Allen's Berry-Book describes best 
Early, Medium, Late and Ever- 
bearing varieties. Tells how to 
a grow big, luscious berries for home 
and market. Copy/free. Write today. 


THE W. F. ALLEN CO. 
305 Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Md. 


-PERENNIAL PLANTS $1.10 
lay i owe, | ble poomias sizes. 13 beautiful varieties: POST- 

iS: English and Chinese; LILIES: PAID 

| + Ag Regal and Tenuifolium; Aquilegia, dbl. 

Sweet van Oe Seen Poppy, C: Satebusy Bells, Garden Pinka, 
YCODON you order now. Sat- 


OSAGE, IOWA. 


















NOVOTNY GARDENS, 





Start Lawns Right= 


RIGHT NOw 
[ Begins on page 13] 


enough to let water and oxygen cir- 
culate thru it, and must be tight 
enough to hold water in reserve for 
dry spells. Then the moisture supply 
is as regular as the flow of oil thru a 
lamp wick. The hotter the sun shines 
on the surface, the more moisture 
and food are drawn up to the grass 
roots, just when they need it most. 


A WOMAN was in weeping on my 
shoulder just yesterday. ““We feed 
and reseed our lawn every spring and 
fall,”’ she said. “We keep a sprinkler 
going on it all during dry weather. 
It costs us at least $30 a year, maybe 
$50. Each spring the grass comes 
along nicely, but when hot weather 
comes...’ She shrugged helplessly. 

Examination showed that the soil 
in this woman’s lawn was rich, but it 
lacked humus—decayed animal and 
vegetable matter so decomposed that 
it resembles rich, black earth. She 
watered the lawn plenty, but it did 
little good. For when humus is lack- 
ing in the soil, it can’t absorb much 
water and can’t long retain what it 
does absorb. There’s an abundance 
of water while the sprinkler is on, 
but when the sun comes out hot, it 
quickly evaporates and leaves the 
ground drier than before. 


Tere must be a natural water 
supply stored below the roots. Then 
when the sun pulls it toward the sur- 
face, the grass roots grab it and use 
it. This adequate natural water sup- 
ply is more vital than any other sin- 
gle requirement for grass growth and 
can’t be compensated for by adding 
any amount of plant food. 

Let’s see what you can do to soil 
to get an adequate supply of natural 
moisture. Suppose your soil is mostly 
clay. These tiny particles bind to- 
gether in a heavy mass almost im- 
pervious to water and death to grass. 
You can’t change the size of these 
particles; that’s already fixed. But 
you can bind them together in 

rumbs, so that you then have open 
spaces between crumbs. 

Or suppose your soil is so sandy it 
won’t retain water for dry spells. 
Here the trick is to separate the sand 
particles and bind them together 
with fine-grain soil or humus into 
a tighter, more compact soil. Spe- 
cifically, this is done this way: 


Heavy Seils: When properly 
worked, clay soils are excellent for 
dense sod, especially for bluegrass. 
But heavy soils are quite hard to pre- 
pare for seeding; hence, they’re 
seldom well prepared. And they’re 
most difficult to correct afterward by 
surface treatment. But consistently 
repeated topdressings of humus help 
open them up. By “‘topdressing” I 
mean a layer about one inch deep 
over the lawn. 

Topdress in early spring and late 
fall. Rake it, roll it, and soak it. 
Then’s a good time to reseed, too. 

The first year or two crabgrass 
may get ahead of you, but you’ll soon 
have it licked, especially if you rake 
and crossrake with a dandelion rake 
in the fall before crabgrass seed 
matures. Collect and burn rakings. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 

















Lovely new 
Gay 


Feather 
LIATRIS 
SEPTEMBER GLORY 


® Tall. graceful 


spikes thickly stud- 
ded with stunning 
lavender - purple 
blooms in late Au- 
gust and Septem- 
ber. A real novelty 


acquisition for the 

garden enthusiast] Grows 3 it. 
tall. Dreer-quality plants, 60c 
each; 3 for $1.55. Sent prepaid. 


Also — don't miss the thrilling 
DELPHINIUM Galahad 
Enormous clear-white double 
blooms (averaging 3 in. diam.) 
poised on majestic spikes. Tall, 
stately plants. $1.10 each; 3 for 

$3. Sent prepaid. 
F REE—Dreer’s 1939 Garden Book. 


More than a catalog. Abounds in 
rare novelties and old favorites, 


HENRY A. DREER 
117 Dreer Bidg., Philadelphia, Pa. 











dard 
Stan qd 





low Powerful 1 and 2 Cylinder Tractors 
for Small Farms, Gardeners, Florists, 
Nurseries, Fruit and Poultry Men. 


Seed maE Sizes 
Cultivate, wi ++. he. for Field, 
Mow — 

and 


Stee! or Rubber Tires 
High Low paca Gears. S 
W PRICES 
Write for Easy Terms Plan 


and Free Catalog _> , 
STANDARD ENGII 


Minneapolis, Mina, po ladeiphia, Pa. 
3292 Como Ave. 418 Market St. 

























BOOK 


Valuable 80-page illustrated guide to 
Gladiolus culture. Shows 200 of 
world’s finest varieties, including 
popular PICARDY and all varieties 
of famous PALMER strain, intro- 
duced by me. Full details of my latest 


Special $1.25, $2 and $3 Offers 


made bigger and more selective than 
ever for 1939. Many high-priced vari- 
eties now included in these low-cost 
Gove Specials. My book and offers defy all com- 
parison. For gorgeous glad blooms next summer 
write now for your book. 
CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 

ELMER GOVE, Box J-3, Burlington, Vermont 


yee AMAZING OFFER 


AY elez 11404 
UYUALUE FOoO°* 











ceonie d y. 
$. cw PIKE SEEDSMAN, Dept. 120, ST. CHARLES, ILL. 





Giant ASTER NOVELTY 





Grow this New Aster-Jt's different. 
Our Trials produced Mammoth 
Biooms, curled and interlaced, 
in several shades of Lavender 
with white stripes on edges pet- 
als, all on one plant, Wilt-Proof. 
$100. FOR. BEST NAME 
ont are sending out Test Pkts. to 
e if it comes true in all sections 
and offer $100.1 for NAME. Rules Printed on Pkts. 
Pkt. (20 seeds) FREE if STAMP is sent for 
Book FREE. 














Test 
POSTAGE. 1939 Seed 
F.B. MILLS Seed Grower,Box89,ROSE HILL, N.Y. 





FREE PLANT CATALOG 


Cons Today For This Valuable 
TOWNSEND’ Describes and illustrates in colors the 
{ Strawberries, 


sre Gon ary leading varieties o 


R. 
2t— Book fF Trees, Etc. Gives complete 
— directions wee hy a life- 
i berry grower Tells how we 
selected strain Townsend's 
anteed [howe 2 fruit queues 
ve this book 
free copy. 


rine 
@&4 
How TO GROw THEM 
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Remember that humus is decom- 
posed vegetable or animal matter. 
Old leaves, peatmoss, manure, grass 
clippings, garden trash, muck or 
sewage sludge—these all are humus- 
making materials, highly desirable 
when they can be spaded or plowed 
into the earth. But for topdressing, 
for best results they must be already 
rotted. Piled in alternate layers of 
peatmoss, garden trash, leaves, soil, 
lime, and plant food, the whole mass 
is soon converted into excellent 
humus. But right now, if you don’t 
have humus, get a bale or two of 
peatmoss. 

Loamy Soils: Containing about 
equal proportions of sand and clay, 
they’re ideal for lawns when top- 
dressed with humus. If you’re fortu- 
nate enough to have this kind of soil, 
you ought to have little trouble main- 
taining a smooth, thickly matted turf. 

Light Soils: Heavily topdress sandy 
soils with humus and clay or heavy 
loam. Use the same method of top- 
dressing as you would with heavy 
soil. Apply commercial plant food 
more often and in smaller quantities 
than on heavy soils, because it 
washes more quickly down into the 
lower soil region and is then lost to 
the grass. 

Subsoils: Underlying the top layer 
of soil is an entirely different and 
not-very-fertile layer called subsoil. 
Subsoils are often uncovered in grad- 
ing or used for filling in. They grow 
poor lawns. Liming and tile-drain- 
ing improve heavy subsoils; and fre- 
quent topdressings of humus im- 
prove light subsoils. 


A LIGHT slope to the lawn grade 
usually disposes of excess water after 
rains. But if the water has no place 
to drain to, the economical thing to 
do is to tile it. Tiling is a potent factor 
in opening up heavy soils and costs 
less than any other method of sub- 
soil improvement. 

Occasionally, lawns are underlaid 
with an impervious layer of clay or 
gumbo. If such “hardpan” is near 
the surface, break it up by pushing 
the garden fork in, full depth, and 
prying it back and forth. This shat- 
ters the lower soil without much dis- 
turbing the surface. To break up 
deeper pans, bore holes one to two 
feet apart with an earth auger and 
fill these holes with peatmoss or 
humus. This soon turns the trick. 


Sew Immediately: There are two 
seasons satisfactory for lawn-making 








Rose Questions? 





Srop now and think of all 
the things you’d like to know 
about spring rose-planting, 
and keep them in a handy 
memory corner until next 
month’s Better Homes & Gar- 
dens arrives. Your rose questions 
will be answered! ....... 
NEXT ISSUE 
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will bloom first season. Here are 3 we urge your 


NEW HARDY MUM 

Clara Curtis 

Hardy eight weeks flowering 
chrysanthemum. Covered 
with a carpet of 3 to 4 hun- 
dred daisy like, pink blooms, 
starting in September.Charm- 
ing. A perfect hardy. 

Each 75c. 3 for $2. 


NEW 
September 


Six to seven 


Very showy. 


Each 75c, 


No longer a catalog. It’s now a 160 
page Hand Book containing cultural 
directions for each item. 32 pages of 
full color reproduction. The book is 








-ASTERS - MUMS- 
-HYDRANGEA- 
-CLEMATIS- 


27 New things in all. Every one having distinctive merit, 
en by Wayside's exacting test standards. All of the hardy plants 


GIANT BLAZING 
Glory 


lovely regal purple flowers. 
Entirely hardy 
and fool proof. | 
3 for $2. | 


NEW HAND BOOK FREE 


See Page 82 for our Ad. on New Horvath Roses 
Wayside Gardens | 


16 Mentor Avenue 
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WHITE SWAN MUM 


as prov- Sometimes called Double 
White Memorial Day Daisy 
Very fine small flowered 
variety. Pure white flow°rs 
20 to 30 on 24 to 30 inch 
stem. Very choice 
3 for $1.50, Doz. $4.50. 
NEW HYDRANGEA 
Biue Bird 
A rare one coming direct 
from far off China's high- 
lands. Has beautiful true 
blue discs all summer. Ex- 
tra hardy. Each $1.50. 


surely having. 


STAR 


feet spires of 


free. When sending enclose 5 three 
cent stamps to cover parcel post deliv- 
ery. Or send postal request and it will 
be sent express, 15 cents collect. 






Mentor, Ohio 











2YA.OLD0 
FIELD 
GROWN 





Red Radiance (Best Red) 
ie Pink Radiance (Best Pink) 
Talisman (Goid & Red) 


All above roses are hardy, 


for you this summer! 


SATISFACTION MONEY 


GUARANTEED! 


Write Today! 
NAUGHTON F 






Think of it! 10 strong, 2-year old, field-grown guaranteed sat- 
isfactory everblooming rose bushes for only $1.00! To acquaint 
you with the superb blooming qualities, the hardiness, and the 
low direct-from-the-grower-to-you prices of Naughton'’s famous 
roses, we make this unusual offer. Send only $1.00 (check, 


money order, or currency) and we will ship at once (or later 
if desired) the following 10 roses: 


Order Rose Collection No. 
ever-blooming varieties that will 
thrive throughout the U. 8.—All are ready to live and bloom 


BACK GUARANTEE! 
If you are not entirely satisfied with the 
we refund full purchase price or replace them with other stock 
Satisfactory to you. You can't lose—order now—plant early! 


DEPT, R-20, WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS 










2 Ami Quinard (Blackish Red) 
2 Luxembourg (Orange & Yellow) 
2 President Hoover (Red & Gold) 
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FREE — 
CATALOG! 


Save $$$! 32-pages 
full of amazing 
bargains. See it 
before you buy. 
Write for it today 
—It's FREE! 


roses you receive, 


















NGRASS YFORKYg 


SEWATER GARDENS;= <a 
SNEW Book-FREE/ 


Valuable ideas for Your Water Garden 








color 
illustrations and special offers on Water Lilies, 





Plants, Lotus, Goldfish in this book. Sent You 
FREE. Write today! 


GRASSYFORK FISHERIES, INC. | 
World’s Largest Producers Goldfish & Water Lilies 


638 W. RIVER ROAD 
SADDLE RIVER, N. J. | 


353 CASCADE DRIVE, 
MARTINSVILLE, IND. 





QCARFF’S iimues—A Pretusion ot MN 
— us! 

Ornamental and Edible Fruite—for Utility % 

and Striking Beauty in your a plant- 
ing. Brilliant Doiga Crabs. Biweberries and J ¢ 
r] Black Haw Viburnums, en \ | 
Cherries and Guffaic Berries, Ameri Bush ! 
Cranberries, Large Fruiting Adams Eider, Fall . 
Bearing Cherries, Dwarf Fruit 


Scarff’s 1600 acre Nursery, Frui d Se 
our Free Golden Anniversary Catalog Today. 
W. MN. SCARFF’S SONS Bex 202 New Carlisle, Ohic | 


SHUMWAY’S “occuie® PEONIES 
Double 
Beautiful hardy shrub. Blooms and FREE 
increases in beauty yearly. 2 Out- 
otanding eoteve—Savh Srlmece Red & Sal- 
. | want you to enjoy these gorgeous 
Peonies bicoming in your own Te this en ‘ 


FREE &.23 My oat 


Largest Garden J ond Se pA Pictures — 
many in natural colors. Send lic to cover meng 9 
and packing for either of the al or 25¢ both. 


R.H.SHUMW 
, MOTORIZE YOUR GA 


Easy to operate oar- IVT No = 10) 












































R GOLD vy 


DS’ 
R feat GLA 
| Prise winning Pieiffer Northern — 100 


| Gladiolus, two each of 50 varieties, 
















different, unlabeled, including waitfe 6 o 
most popular varieties, Picardy, Bag- post 
dad and Wasaga. Bulbs one inch and Paw 






larger, all sure to bloom. 100 fer $1.00, postpaid, 
aleo send for the 1939 Pteiffer Catalog. 
PFEIFFER NURSERY, Box 83, Winona, 


KRESGES 40 


i) I = 


NO FINER 
SEEDS az 
ANY PRICE ! 


Every ounce of BetterHomes flower 
and vegetable seed is 100% fresh 
and has been carefully produced 
on the ranches of the world’s most 
famous seed growers. The date and 
laboratory test stamped on each 


packet of these unusually fine 
seeds is your guarantee of FRESH- 


Minn. 





The 
"Lela le ko 


LARGEST 
CALIFORNIA GIANT 


Zinnias 


1007 PURE. FRESH 
Better KOPPLOA 
Giant Zinnia Seeds 


1 hi ol 


Only 
5 &10¢ 


KRESGES 35:0: 


IN LEADING TOWNS AND CITIES 


0 Worth 

















The BELMONT—4 Rooms 


and Bath (Materials) $1009 


Buy Direct from Miit and 
Save—) ou buy from our 5 great 
mills at lowest wholesale prices. One_order buys 
your home complete. No eztras! Over 270,000 peo- 
ple live in Gordon-Van Tine Homes. Many save 
$300 and up! 

Famous Ready-Cut System—Saves you 30% 
in labor, 18% in lumber waste. Brings the savings 
of modern production methods to home building. 
Best materials and strongest construction save re- 
pair costs year after year. Iron-clad Guarantee in- 
sures satisfaction. 

Attractive Modern Features—Skillfully ar- 
ranged floor plans; sunlight kitchens planned to 
save time and steps, cheerful dinettes, modern 
bathrooms and many other modern features mean 
more comfort and less work for the housewife. 

F. H. A. Loan Plan—For new homes or remodel- 
ing. Gorden-Van Tine expert advisors will give you 
full information about this liberal loan plan. 

Building Material Catalog—Get free book of 
5,000 Building Material Bargains. FREE any- 
where. Everythiag for fix-up work—at amazing 
money-saving prices. 


BOOK OF HOME PLANS 


If you live in Hlinois, lowa and Wis. 
(Other states 
send 10c for 
mailing costs.) 
Contains modern home plans, 
exciting new features, specifica- 
tions, valuable home building 
information. Send for it today! 


Gordon-VanTine Co 


World's Largest Specialists in Home Building Si ‘Since 1865 1865 
1830 Case Street, Davenport, Iowa. 
Check books wanted: () Homes, [) Farm Build- 
ings, () Bullding Material Catalog. 
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New Named Varieties 


RUSSELL LUPINS 


Magical flowers of wondrous size and 
marvellous color combinations. Choice 
named varieties added to those of 
original splendour. These plants sell in 
England at $1.87 to $5.75 each, but are 
not available in this country except 
produced from this seed.: WARNING! 
‘hese seeds are obtainable ONLY in 
the English growers’ colored packets, 
plainly labeled “RE-SELECTED 
STOCK,” bearing the trademark seal, 
the head and signature of George 
Russell, the originator. 
RE-SELECTED STOCK, 12 seeds 25c; 
59 seeds 65c; 120 seeds $1.25; 200 
seeds $2.50. Mixed varieties only. 
ORIGINAL STOCK (Not seeds of 
named varieties) 10 seeds 15c; 24 seeds 
25c; 80 seeds 65c; 200 seeds $1.25; 500 
seeds $2.50. Mixed varieties only. 
Circular on request 


Edward C. Vick "srt 





Dept. 639 
205 ELWOOD AVENUE, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 
A EA TT 








GET SURE CROPS 


3 WEEKS 
EARLIER 


Here’s How 


Again this year, thousands of mar- 
ket growers know their crop will get 
to market 3 weeks earlier and get 
higher prices... because they know 
they can count on Hotkaps... mini- 
ature hothouses protecting plants 
from rain, frost and insects. Increase 
yield 10% to 25%. For home gardens, 


Send for Free Book too. Write for free Hotkap booklet. 





GERMAIN'S, 748 Terminal St., Los Angeles. 

Send me your FREE book, “3 Weeks Earlier to Market” 
Name 
Address 











Start Lawns Right=— 
RIGHT NOW 


[ From preceding page | 


or remaking—spring and fall. Start 
work this spring as soon as soil and 
weather permit. You may even sow 
grass on top of the last light snow 
and let the seed sink in as the snow 
melts. Put the spring rains to work 
for you. 

Demand the highest grade, fancy, 
re-cleaned seed. Any reliable seeds- 
man is equipped to advise you as to 
the best mixtures. You’ll find a num- 
ber of special-purpose grasses and 
mixtures—for sandy soil, for shady 
areas, for quick growth, and for 
steep banks. 


Grass Grows Under Trees: It’s 
not shade alone that makes grass 
hard to grow under trees. Leaves 
shed much of the rain and tree roots 
exhaust the humus and fertility. 
First, trim off the low tree branches. 
The tree will look better if headed a 
little higher, and certain varieties of 
grass really succeed best under high 
shade. Next, spade a generous two 
inches of humus deep into the soil, 
preferably with a garden fork to re- 
duce injury to the tree roots. Soak 
the area; let it dry, and again fork 
it to mix the humus and soil thoroly. 
Topdress with loamy soil, rake and 
roll the surface, then rake again to 
even the surface and loosen it for 
seeding. Apply superphosphate—20 
pounds per 1,000 square feet—to en- 
courage germination and seedling 
growth. You can get superphosphate 
at your seedstore. After seeding, 
moisten the ground, then roll it when 
the surface is dry. Keep watered 
until established. 


Sedding: The quickest way to 
establish a lawn is with sod. The ob- 
jection to sodding is that, because it 
makes such an immediate showing, 
little is done to prepare the soil in 
which roots must soon establish 
themselves. And then soon the lawn 
is pretty sad-looking. 

When sodding, prepare soil as for 
seeding, then roll to make the surface 
of uniform compactness. The sod 
should be of even thickness, pref- 
erably about 1-inch. Lay sod strips 
across a slope rather than with it and 
pack the unions between strips with 
compost or good topsoil to prevent 
drying out. Soak the sod thoroly, 
tamp and roll it while wet, and keep 
it wet for several days to allow time 
for new growth to knit and pene- 
trate the topsoil. 


Mowing: Wait until bluegrass is at 
least 3 inches high in the spring be- 
fore cutting. This permits uninter- 
rupted early growth and promotes 
deep rooting. Set the mower blade 
to leave 2 inches of grass after cut- 
ting—never less than 1% inches— 
and don’t let the grass get more than 
3 inches high before cutting again. 
In the fall, at least thruout the blue- 
grass range, grass should go into the 
winter reasonably long—both for 
protection and to allow manufacture 
and storage of abundant food for the 
new season. 

In hot or dry weather, mow only 
enough to prevent the lawn from 
looking unkempt. Unless the grass is 








Beautifully 
Colorec 









Garden's Charm 


Beautiful colors—Red, Pink, Yellow, 
White, and changeable—from early June 
to late autumn. Plants thrive in tubs or pools, 
quickly becoming the center of garden inter- 
est, Write today for our 

Richly Mlustrated Catalogue 

of Waterlilies and Fancy Fish 
Tells how to build pools, prepare so , oe 
care for plants. Catalogue free in U. 
(Canada 15c). 


THREE SPRINGS FISHERIES 
Box 976, Lilypons, Maryland 

Three Springs Fisheries 
507 Fifth Ave. at 42nd St. 
Dept. 76, New York City 
Three Springs Fisheries 
411 No. Tenth Street 
Dept. 76; St. Louis, Mo. 
Three Springs Fisheries 
333 No. Michigan Avenue, 
Dept. 76, Chicago, Ill. 



















Have you received 


your HENDERSON 
E CATALOG? 
Garden lovers are saying 


this catalog is the best 
we've ever published. 
Information — colored 
photos — complete selec- 
tion of varieties old and 
new make it— 








“Everything 
for the Garden” * 
Write today 


PETER HENDERSON & CO. 
35 Cortlandt St., Dept. 12M, New York, N. Y. 
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Now qGComplete Orchard 


1 ASSORTED ag 
FRUIT TREES for 


$4.50 VALUE—SHIPPED BY EXPRESS 

1 Red Jonathan, 1 Red Delicious and 
1 Yellow Transparent Apple; 1 Bartlett 
Pear; 1 Burbank Plum; 1 South Haven and 
1 Golden Jubilee Peach; 1 Large Mont- 
morency Sour Cherry and 1 Bing Sweet 
Cherry; 1 Superb Apricot. 

Large heavy rooted 3 to 4 ft. trees. 
Cut out this ad, enclose $2 and mail today. 
Write for new catalog just out—it’s FREE 


' Krider Nurseries, Inc. ®* 
MIDDLEBURY, INDIANA 


»» Earliest Tomato 


“ 

JUNG'S WAYAHEAD, Big Red 
Fruits ripe as early as July 4th, 

regular price 15c per pkt. To in- 
troduce Jung’s Quality Seeds 
will send trial pkt. of this To- 
mato and Carrot, Lettuce, 
Radish, Onion,all the above and 
the following: 


GRAND NEW FLOWERS 


Crown of Gold Marigold, Orange Flare 
Cosmos, Larkspur,and Dahlia Zinnias 
all for 10c, in Canada 20c. 

High 








































FREE Our colored catalog of 
Quality Seeds, Plants and Shrubs. 
Coupon for Rare Premiums in each Catal 


og 
J. W. JUNG SEED CO., STA. 17, Randolph, Wis. 








Largest and most complete col-’¥ a.) 
flection of Own Root FRENCH *° 
LILACS in America. Nearly a 
complete list of the most famous 
French and Belgium varieties right down to 
date. An dat ee five to six feet. 
RAND PEONIES j 

For toring planting More than 10,000 roots in 
storage under ideal conditions and in all the best 
varieuee and regular BRAN 

FREE catalog ready. Beautiful and fully descrip- 
tive. Write TODAY for your copy. 


BRAND PEONY FARMS, Inc 
131 E. Division St, Faribault, Minn. 








D quality. 
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ALOG 

To make NEW 

friends will 
GIVE 8 varieties fancy Petunias; 7 
finds New Zinnias; 6 var. splendid 
New Asters; 12 kinds delicious Radish; 
11 var. crisp Lettuce; 9 kinds fancy 
Tomatoes & 8 var. Onions (Value $1) 


all for 10c_ handling & postage. For 
return mailing & this adv. with 3 
neighbors’ names who have gardens 
ASTERS enables you to receive 3 Hardy Phlox 
plants & 2 Roses as a GIFT & Catalog. 

THE GLOBE SEED Co. Box 12, St. Charles, tll. 













A wonderful value! All best colors, 
mixed. 10 Bulbs 10c; 100 for $1, 
postpaid. Guaranteed to bloom. 
Order today. Seed and Bulb Catalog free. 

W. Atlee Burpee Co., 330 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 





very long, leave bluegrass clippings 
on the lawn. They furnish a natural 
mulch and improve the physical con- 
dition of the soil. 

Cut bentgrass and other creeping 
grasses shorter than bluegrass and 
more often. Always remove clippings 
to control spread of fungus disease. 
At least three times during the sea- 
son, topdress liberally with humus. 


Rolling: Most lawns aren’t rolled 
often enough. In addition to the 
annual spring rolling to compress the 
loose surface caused by alternate 
freezing and thawing, roll again at 
the end of the spring rainy season, 
when the surface is dry. This estab- 
lishes a sort of dust mulch and re- 
duces evaporation. Always roll after 
reseeding or applying plant food or 
topdressing. 


Watering: When watering, do a 
thoro job. Soak the ground to a 
depth of at least 3 inches, using a 
hose, underground watering system, 
or sprinkler. You can’t water a lawn 
as an after-dinner pastime, sprink- 
ling here and there with a fine spray 
on the hose. After soaking, roll as 
soon as the surface is dry. Light 
sprinkling brings the roots to the sur- 
face to be killed out by the sun, 
crusts the surface so that it cracks 
open, and lets more moisture escape 
thru evaporation than was supplied 
by sprinkling. Soak well after each 
application of plant food or top- 
dressing. 


How to Discourage Weeds: The 
one sure way to keep weeds out of a 
lawn is to keep grass growing thick 
in it. A perfect square foot of blue- 
grass contains 400 plants. With such 
a stand there’s no chance for weeds, 
no matter how many or what kind of 
weed seeds may be present. Digging 
and pulling weeds, killing them by 
injection, or spraying and dusting— 
these are only temporary. Part of the 
time and money so used had far bet- 
ter be spent improving and feeding 
the soil; then grass wiil rise up and 
fight its own battle. 

Farmers maintain soil fertility by 
cultivation, by turning under plant 
residues, by crop rotation, and by 
using plant food. Only the last of 
these—feeding—can be used on a 
lawn unless you want to tear it up 
every year. Continued mowing im- 
poverishes the soil of an unfed lawn. 
It becomes thin and bare—an ideal 
weed nursery. 

On heavy soils, apply 3 to 5 
pounds of complete plant food per 
1,000 square feet, always when the 
grass is dry. Make the first applica- 
tion in early spring, before growth; 
the second in early May; the third in 
late August or early September. 

On light soils the amount of each 
feeding may be reduced, but the 
number of applications should be in- 
creased, because of more rapid leach- 
ing. Follow each application with a 
thoro soakinz. 


- « » AND NOW yYou’LL have to excuse 
me. A big, worried-looking fellow 
just came in and said, “‘Can you tell 
me, for Pete’s sake, what kind of 
grass seed to try on my yard this 
year? I’ve tried bluegrass, meadow- 
grass, half a dozen bents and fescues, 
and confound it, they’re—”’ 

Listen,” I said, “let’s have a look 
at your soil first.” 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 

















All About Gardeniné! 


In CLEAR instructions that even beginners can 
use . . . in easily understandable charts and dia- 
grams . . . Better Homes & Gardens service leaflets 
have always led . . . always will! With their advice, 
you simply can’t go wrong. You'll not waste money 
on the right flowers for the wrong place. You'll not 
spoil days of loving care by some last-minute over- 
sight. You'll know when Better Homes & Gardens 
says it’s time to plant—it is! Act now! Order today! 





‘ELL-U-HOW BURE. 

















PLANNING GARDENS 
b-g-27 ELeven Simp_e PLAns pipreeauen FOR Endorsed eee 
A FLOWER Borpver..... .4c Special Offer No. 3 
b-g-90 How to Have a Succession oF Boom 
From Trees, SHRUBS, AND PERENNIALS. Tells We’re Havineo Ecos (14 main-dish egg 
what to plant to have continuous bloom . 4c Een ere 4c 
g-c-10 Best PLANTs FoR SHADED Piaces. Wher- PRiIZEWINNING Fish Menus (Lenten va- 
ever houses are built or where trees stand riety with recipes)......... 4c 
we must contend with a shaded area. Solve LEFTOVERS ON Dress Parape (Some 
this common problem of bare soil with jiffy-quick ideas)..... bs 50 
plants native to shady regions . oe Pres, Frurry anp Luscious (12 recipes) 
g-g-t How 70 Boup amp Puanra Poot. Amew fF os .idcecesvcceccecdeiswotces 4c 
leaflet, step-by-step guidance with dia- Meat Loaves Extraorpinary (New 
grams for construction of informal and seasonings and sauces)..... ..4c 
formal pools; how to make the excavation, b-f-23 CasseROLE Disnes (22 casserole 
pour the concrete; how thick the walls recipes and menus)....... 2o<We 
should be; plant and neted a b-f-29 Appetizinc Pork LEFTOVERS 
care and "upkee ¥ o+«-6C (Sunday’s roast in 13 Monday 
g-a-1 Fence AND TRELLIS Desicns AND How To QU ss cs bans cs eae veceices 4c 
Bui_p Tuem. Twenty-two sketches of fences, A 
garden seats, latticework, trellises, and how Tnese 7 Learvets, 25c 
ee TUT rT PTL Te 6c 
"oC 7 
FOR THE EARLY GARDE! YOUR BABY’S Foop 
g-c-2 Wuat To Do in THE Sprinc GarDEN, by 6-c-3 Foop ror THE Cut_p UNnpER One Year .4c 
Harry R. O’Brien, the Dirt Gardener. . .6c b-c-4 Foop For THE CuiLp From 1 To 2 YEARS 
g-c-4 Hotseps anp Co.prrames, THEIR Con- OS pelea CSE tae . 4c 
STRUCTION AND Use. New 8-page leaflet. b-c-5 Famity Menus ApapTep To THE CHILD 
You’ll need this to help you have an earlier- From 2 to6 YEARS OLD............... 4c 


than-others garden 6c 
b-g-69 How To PLAN A VEGETABLE. GARDEN. vitiiieiiemialieaas - 
Tells you just where, how, and when to plant GIVING A PARTY? 
vegetables, and their growing time, to in- 


r 
sure a home-grown succession, maturing These two le -aflets will reach you under the 


title of America’s Club Aid for March. } 


thru the summer and fall.............. 4c 
b-o-18 A Potato Pastime For St. Patrick’s 
_ » a ide Party. Exciting relay rodeos, plans for 
ESSENTIAL FOR GARDENS special high days in club work. What's on 
the March calendar?.... A 
g-c-7 Your Lawn Questions ANSWERED. Wheth- b-o-31 “Lapies, PLease!” skit for stunt program; 
er you’re building a new lawn or improving March Program Suggestions; Pencil and 
your old one, this booklet gives you all the Paper games—word pyramids, categories, 
information you need. Includes Better Homes PP ies pp Add ne rawnwen abou te 4c 


& Gardens famous Five Steps for a Successful 
Lawn, Grasses That Make Good Lawns, HOME FURNISHINGS 


Grasses for Shade, How to Rid Your Lawn 


of Weeds. 20 pages........... 10c FLoors, Watts, AND Ceiincs. Detailed sug- 
b-g-74 Best GROUNDCOVERS FOR Every Use. If gestions for negate these three factors 
you’re making a lawn, you’ll find this leaflet of a room..... 25¢ 
invaluable. A groundcover is a planting Furniture ARRANGEMENT AND BALANce. Dia- 
that’s used especially to clothe the soil be- grams to show you how to place your furni- 
neath trees, around evergreens, shrubs, on a ture correctly are in this booklet... .. .. 25c 


grade, or wherever grass finds conditions 
too shady, or where it’s too hard to grow HOME BUILDING 


grass. It helps the soil to hold the necessary 


moisture and makes the major ee 6-j-2 Littte Book or Outpoor Firep.aces. 
more attractive bo Oe Photographs and descriptions of a dozen 
e-f-5 FLowers ALL SUMMER From Burs. "Don’t garden fireplace designs... . 10c 
miss knowing about the highly successful Better Homes & Gardens Boox or Bitpcost Gar- 
Tuberous Begonias, Fancyleaf Caladiums, DENED-Home P ans. Contains pictures, floor 
Hardy-amaryllis, and Peruvian-daffodils . 6c plans, and descriptions of 35 charming gar- 
g-f-15 Best Roses. Do the vast lists of roses con- dened homes, with blueprints available at a 
fuse you in selecting a few good varieties for nominal cost...... 25c 
your garden? Then follow the advice of Dr. New Ipeas ror Burtpinc Your Home. Two 

. C. Allen of Cornell University. In this hundred and four pages contain 100 se- 

new leaflet he chooses the tried-and-true, lected houses, information on financing and 
sure-to-bloom sorts. ....... 4c constructing your home.............. 50c 


g-f-8 Your PuHiox Questions ANSWERED. Here’s 


help with selecti ting varieties for color har- FOR THE NEEDLEW OMAN 


mony and advice on phlox culture ... . .6c 

g-h-7 Birps. No guesswork in building your bird- b-h-7 Directions FoR MAKING A Fitet Cro- 
houses. Every kind of bird needs its own CHETED Bepspreab. The star pattern. 4c 
type of house in order that it may be at b-h-6 QuittTinG PATTERNS AND DtRECcTIONS. 
home, free from intruding sparrows... . .6c A half-dozen favorite designs ..... ace 


pocococcccc nnn nnn 


‘ WRITE ORDE S 
Please send me the services I have checked. ORDER HERE 


I inclose...... (send coin, stamps, check). 
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BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 


Address all orders to 7403 Meredith Building, Des Moines, Iowa 
MARCH, 1939 
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ADVERTISING INDEX 


ab gon THE HOme My 





GUARANTEED 


as advertised in Better Homes & Gardens 


AMERICA’S LARGEST HOME MAGAZINE 


Automotive and Travel Page Page 
Chevrolet Cars....... 45 Fels-Naptha Soap 48 
Ford V-8. . 12 G-E Edison Mazda Lamps Ss 
Great Northern Railway 85 Johnson's Wax 75 
Northern Pacific Railway 58 Justrite Push Clips 70 
an Cars. 5 K-R-O Exterminator 71 
Texas : 43 Pittsburgh Clean-Up Aids 76 
U nion Paciite Railroad. .... 75 Royledge Shelving 72 
Rutland Patching Plaster 68 
Batging Materials —_ + any za 
and Equipment — 6 
Aladdin Homes... 73 Paints and Wall Coverings 
Alcoa Aluminum Windows 53 
Andersen Narroline Window Units 57 Cabot’s Shingle Stains 68 
Balsam-W ool Lifetime Insulation 4 Imperial Washable Wallpapers 73 
Brown Fence & Wire Co.. §2 Luminall Paints. . . 59 
Carey Building Products 70 Pittsburgh Paints 77 
Curtis Silentite Windows 44 Pratt & Lambert Paint and Varnish 62 
Cyclone Fence.... 55 Wall-Tex 51 
Eagle Insulation 53 
Gordon-Van Tine Co 88 Pieniens and Heating 
Interlocking Fence Co 66 
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Sterling Homes 67 Myers Water Systems 6S 
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©. A. D. Baldwin Nursery 83 
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Heinz Pure Vinegars... ... 65 Condon Bros. Seedsmen 83, 84 
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rultian¢ Nurseries S 
~ Gardenville Bulb Growers 80 
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and Supplies Gelser Bros 82 
« 7 ” James I. George & Son g4 
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Craftsman Novelty Shop... . ‘ . 65 Heller Bros. Co 84 
Dodson Bird Houses. . . S4 we : , 
Sar Peter Henderson & Co &S 
Eclipse Lawn Mowers. . 94 Inter-State Nurseries 80 
Ellis Laboratories. +H Jackson & Perkins Company 80 
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Germain’s Hotkaps. . 88 Sirona atte = Sinaia - 
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National Mower Co. 86 Jesse D. Long 84 
Packard's Facsimile Birds ; 82 ‘Loveland Goldfish Farm : 84 
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; 2 Wm. Henry Maule &3 
Red E Universal Tractor 85 Michell’s Seed House... 62 
_— — Co. a3 Milliken Nurseries 83 
PS g . See ; . > 
Shaw Du-All Tractor. . 83 2 — , 87 
Simple x Sprayers _ ° 82 Novotny Gardens.. SH 
Standard Garden Tractors 71, 87 Pfeiffer Nursery 82, 87 
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oo akes... 4 Rose Hill Farms 84 
TR REE Bt SS Alt al alld ll aa 4 John A. Salzer Seed Co.. sO 
Viking- Twin Garden Tractor........ ; 84 W. N. Scarff’s Sons... 87 
Scott's Lawn Seed 86 
Home Furnishings R. H. Shumway Seedsman 82, 87 
and Equipment The Siebenthaler Co. 82 
Springhill Nurseries ; 83 
Adhesive Sealex Linoleum............. 91 Storrs & Harrison Co... . 84 
Armstrong's Linoleum Floors. seus 2 Three Springs Fisheries 88 
Bissell Sweeper... .. : . 66 E . Townsend Sons 87 
Burton “De Luxe” Bedspring . ea 60 Tricker’s Water Lilies 82 
Burton Slumberon Mattress 60 Vaughan’s Seed Store. . 84 
Club Aluminum Waterless Cookware. 41 Edward C. Vick 88 
Cushman Colonial Furniture 74 Wayside Gardens . 82, 85, 87 
Heywood-W akefield Furniture 63 Western Maine Forest Nursery 84 
Kitchen Maid Kitchen Cabinetry 66 
K-Venience Closet Fixtures. . . 63 2 
Magic Chef Gas Range... . + 50 Miscellaneous 
Olson Rugs. . . it American Insurance Group 63 
Roley Poley Customettes . 65 American Landscape School 71 
Servel Electrolux Gas Refrigerator. . . 6 Arndt Pioneer Poultry Batteries 70 
Alexander Smith Floor-Plan Rugs... .. 11 Chesterfield Cigarettes. 92 
Sunshine Clothes Drier............... .. 67 W. Cushing & Co. 75 
aa Heuck No-Sew 66 
Housekeepers’ Supplies Itasca Weavers Guild 65 
Prudential Insurance Company of America 47 
Casco Glue.. biccuweu 70 ted Heart Dog Biscuits 75 
Dic-A-Doo Paint Cleaner................. 67 Rock of Ages Memorials 62 


Better Homes & Gardens guarantees that your money will be returned or that 
satisfactory adjustment will be made if you purchase any article advertised 
in this issue and it is not as represented in the advertisement. The complaint, 
investigation of which will be instituted promptly, must be submitted to 
us within one year after the advertisement appears. If the article is pur- 
chased thru the mails it is a condition of our guarantee that you shall have 
mentioned Better Homes & Gardens at the time the purchase was made. 
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Adventures in a Kindergarten 


Mace and marigolds, as a general thing, form a 
combination as incongruous as ice cream and pepper, or 
peanut butter and vinegar. 

But there are exceptions. A certain hungry relative of 
Disney’s Mickey, for instance, once polished off in a 
single night an entire flat full of Harmony seedlings 
which had been progressing healthily in the south win- 
dow of my basement workshop. The furry bandit must 
have been badly in need of vitamins; for, not content 
with green fare, he returned the following evening and 
dug up the remaining rootlets and seed husks. 

Still, this odd catastrophe is the 
only serious one ever to befall floral 
youngsters in my basement kinder- 
garten. Many different types of 
annuals have successfully been 
brought up in it from seedhood. 
And, as it concentrates activities 
conveniently in a spot where a bit of 
spilled soil doesn’t much matter, a 
word or two about it might be useful 
to other members of The Week-End 
Gardeners’ League. 

First of all, a wall, parallel to the 
house foundation and about two feet 
from it, was built of concrete blocks, and the intervening 
space filled with gravel. On the shelf thus formed 6-inch- 
wide redwood planks, cut from 1-inch stock, were fixed— 
not too close together like a table top, but separated by 
sizable cracks. There was no need to worry about water, 
therefore, for redwood is virtually impervious to moisture 
and any excess from over-enthusiastic irrigation would 
simply drain away in the gravel. Temperature (tested in 
advance) averaged 65 degrees, well suited to the average 
seeding of our commonly grown outdoor plants. 


The all-important source of light was a southern 
window of the usual basement type, hinged at the top. 
It was screened and could be kept open by means of a 
simple snap fastener, a helpful arrangement in accustom- 
ing seedlings to outdoor atmosphere as warm weather 
approached. Because the window was small 
and the sun’s rays couldn’t cover a large 
area, waste of space was circumvented by 
fashioning special seedflats to fit the shelf. 
They were 12 x 18 x 4 inches—a trifle deep- 
er than seedboxes need be—and there 
were four of them. With half a dozen azalea 
pots (a little deeper than bulb pots) added, 
my seeding battery was complete. 

Ten containers aren’t a great many, to 


deeper azalea pots” — be sure; but gardens carried on by Friday- 


to-Monday effort are composed mainly of 
perennials, anyway. Annuais are auxiliary. Some may be 
started outdoors in May, either in flats or in beds. A few 
must be started indoors, if, like pansies, they take a long 
time to reach maturity or are required early for window 
and terrace boxes. My ten proved sufficient to the an- 
nual needs of my quarter-acre garden. 

The rest of the seeding equipment consisted of a near- 
by faucet, a water bucket, a bulb-sprinkler, labels and 
label pencils, a bag of charcoal, a bag of sterilized soil, 
some newspapers, a yard of glass substitute, a small 
kitchen sifter, and a bread pan. Yes, that’s right—a 
bread pan, the kind you can buy in any dime store. It’s 
the snappiest kind of bottom-waterer. 





“The furry bandit 
...needed vitamins”’ 
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Bottom-watering, it seems to me, is a good percentage 
of the trick in growing husky plants from small seed, 
like those of petunias and snapdragons. Both these species 
are immensely valuable in filling in bare spots in mixed 
borders. And both of them, since the advent of the rust- 
proof strain of snapdragons, have turned out to be so easy 
to raise in my window nursery—even frilled and fancy 
petunias that are notably tender in early stages—that for 
years my Long Island garden rarely has lacked either. 


GARDENER 


Here’s the routine: In March or April—oocasionally 
as early as February—I thoroly clean a number of azalea 
pots, place half an inch of crushed charcoal in their bot- 
toms, and fill them to within half an inch of the top with 
sterilized soil. The soil, having been stored for several 
months, is too dry to work with; so I water the pots and 
put them aside. By the next day, asarule, the earth in them 
has reached the right consistency, neither wet nor dry. 

Now, into a packet of small seed I dump some dry 
sterilized soil—an amount four to five times greater than 
the bulk of the seed. Shaking seed and soil together, I 
scatter the envelope’s contents over the soil in a pot, sift 
on a very thin layer of dry soil, and then press it down 
evenly with a wood block. 

Bottom-watering follows. The bread pan is filled with 
water. Seeded pots are placed in it. They aren’t im- 
mersed, for the water comes up to about an inch from 
their tops. When a dark spot about half the size of the 
pot shows on the surface soil, it’s a signal to remove the 
pots; for by then the earth will have drawn up sufficient 
moisture by capillary action. As seeds germinate best in 
darkness, a newspaper covering goes on the pots. Every 
evening after work I check them and bottom-water when 
necessary. On this point, soil color seems a safe guide. 
Remember, you want the soil damp but not wet. 

The moment seed-leaves are visible, whisk off the 
newspaper and replace it with a piece of glass substitute, 
cut to size with tin snips or shears. The plantlets gasp for 
light and air now. The glass substitute (or glass, of course) 
helps to maintain an even moisture content. However, 
pots should be frequently checked and, if drops of mois- 
ture show, lift off the glass to change the air and prop up 
an end of it. (I stick a label under it.) When the seedlings 
touch the glass, remove it altogether. 


When the baby plants are big enough to handle, I 
transplant them carefully into a flat of sterilized soil, un- 
der which I’ve put a layer of charcoal or peatmoss or 
leafmold. I make holes with my finger, or with a dowel, 
gently lift the seedlings by their leaves (often they must 
be separated by soaking them in a saucer of water), de- 
posit them in the holes, and bottom-water until the holes 
close up. They’re set 2 inches apart so they won’t crowd 
each other before they can go into the garden. This saves 
transplanting into pots. Of course, they aren’t allowed to 
dry out. The bulb-sprinkler is used to water them when 
they can stand its mild pressure. 

I don’t claim this is the best and only way 
to bring up well-behaved plants from small 
seed. Due, I think, chiefly to bottom-water- 
ing and sterilized soil, few losses either 
from mildew or damping-off occur. Some 
seasons, naturally, are better than others. 

An indoor start offers one more tremen- 
dous advantage. Without special strain, it 
extends the fascination of the world’s most 
beneficial sport by several weeks. And that, 
we members of The Week-End Gardeners’ 
League agree, is something worth cheering. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, MARCH, 1939 















“, . . the plant- 
lets gasp for air”’ 
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